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ERRATA.

Page 25, line two from bottom, Proffet Rrof-
fot, should read, Robert Proffet.

Page 43, line 5 from top, read 1821 for 1822.

113 13 “ 9 13 [ [13 $1 25 for $2,

and after that, whenever $2 is put down as the
minimum. The price had been reduced shortly
before 1821, and the credit system abolished.—
See appendix.

Pagg 46, line 18, Dr. Silas H., Cox. See ap-
pendix.

Page 61, line 2 from bottom, for 1851 and
1852, read 1831 and 1832. .

Page 88, line 2 from bottom, see appendix for
Mr. Jemison's correction as to the ‘“people’s

choice.”
Page 100, line 13, read 1847 for 1849.

A fow subsequent errors are so palpably typo-
graphical, that corrections would be superfluous-.

N

PREFACE.

No apology need be offered a candid pub-
lic, for attempting the performance of a good
deed, therefore, the author of the following
pages, has none to make. If such a history,
or any history, is needed for any useful pur-
poses, then it is the privilege of any person
to undertake it who has the requisite leisure

and inclination.

It is not a matter of much importance to
himself, to state that the author took a faney
to write historical sketches of Pickens County
in the autvmn of 1858, an: prcceeded to pre-
pare the same, as early as Jonuury, 1854, por-
tions of which appeared, throvghout that year,
in another form. Conscquently, he is not in-
debted, for any suggesiion, to the fact that

similar historical efforts have been since under- -

taken by others. The intention of kir. Blue,
of Montgomery, to furnish a histery of Ala-
bama, by Counties, (not as yet carried out,)

- and Mr, Powell's history of Blount County,
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(ably and admirably executed—published in
the latter part of 1855,) were both unknown

to him.  Although Chapter First opens with
an extract from the excellent history of Col.

Pickett, yet the author had never looked be-
tween the covers of that work until this, his
own humble effort, was over half completed.
It affords him, however, much pleasure to ac-
knowledge his indebtedness to both, Messrs.
Pickett and Powell, for valuable suggestions
and statistics. ’ )
It so happens, that in the prolific mine of
Alabama history, the last named gentleman,
and himself] struck upon two different sections
of the same vein, the migration to Pickens
being along the same track, explored by Mr.
Powell, the cmigrants being of the same class
and origin—persons of the same name, often
family connectious, and, in some instances, the
same iedividuals, have been met with. That
extensive region once embraced within the
boundaries of Blount, was the natural artery
of travel from South Carolina and Georgia, as
well as the direct one from North Carolina,

N\

PREFACE, ’ , 1

* Tennessee and Kentucky, It, therefore, turn

out, that investigations into the rich mine
which has been sprung, (to keep the simile up,)
descending down to the bottom of the deep
well where truth is said to lie, two persons
have approximated near enough to each other
to gather up the same grains of the precious
ore sought for,

In the summer of 1853, the author paid, for
the first time, a visit to the spot where repose
the ashes of some of his forefathers, with a
view to learn, from distant connections, more
than he then knew of his and their common
ancestry. It was soon found to be a task not
easily accomplised, to obtain correct itforma-
tion of persons who lived, and events which
transpired, more than a century ago; so long
ago, indeed, that the crumbling grave-stone
had ceased to tell the brief story once in-
scribed upon it. It was not until afier an en-
tire week spent in searching public and private, .
municipal and Church records, that success
attended the effort. A volume, with the title,
“A history of the County of Berkshire, Massa.
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chusetts,” was placed in the hands of the en-.

quirer, which proved the much desired “open
Sesame” to the secrets of the past. It was a
work of some pretentions, of over 450 pages,
devoted to Revolutionary reminiscences, bi-
ographies of leading ,men, histories of town-
ships, parishes and Churches, the Courts, abo-
riginal inhabitants, and purporting to “embrace
an account of every thing important in the
County, whether natural or artificial, civil,
literary or religious,” and actually containing
‘the Geography, Botany and Natural History,
even to the Entomology of the County.

To find, in amodest corner of this history, a -

few simple passages respecting the life and char-
acter of a remote hnccstor, was very pleasant
and satisfactory. Itwas a circumstance which
caused the heart to throb warmly towards those
* gentlemen in the county, Clergymen and Lay-
men,” through whose instrumentality and la-
bors the work had been prepared. It only re-
mains to be added, that the unpretending vol
ume now presented to the public, owes its ex-
istence to the facts here narrated.

PREFACE. ©oxi

Returning home in the autumn of 1858, with

‘the impression upon his mind that he could

render a substantial service to the people of his
adopted county, by writing its history, he im-

~mediately set about the task of preparing his

materials, and has Leen industriously employ-
ed for upwards of two years, in producing the
imperfect sketehes now submitted to them,



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

I1 is incompatible with the foelings ofa gen-

crous nature, to be unmindful of obligations.

The interest which has been manifested in my

efforts to prepare these pages for the press, on

tlie part of several gentlemen, entitles them to

my sincere gratitude, and will not soon be f:or-
gotten, Of the importance of the aid which
has been rendered me by others—indeed, all
my information had to be procured from some
source —some person, or persons, record, or re-
cords—history and not romance being the pres-
ent object—of the importance and character of
said aid, the reader may judge by reference to
the Appendix.

Judge A. B. MEEK, of Mobile, has been so
kind as to express his appreciation of my la-
bors, in a communication of some length, from
which the liberty is taken, to make the follow-
ing extract:
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Mobile, March 18th, 1856.
NELsoN F. Suirn, Esq.:
S My Dear Sir:—Your
letter with accompanying sheets of your * His-

. tory of Pickens county,” was received two days

since. For your kind consideration, in send-
nz me these, you have my thanks. I have
xcad the “History,” with much pleasure. It
exhibits great diligence and research upon your
part, in performing for your county, a service
greatly needed in all the counties of our State ;
and you have combined and arranged your ma-
terials in amost interesting manner., The peo-
ple of Pickens, will Owe you a permanent debt
of gratitude, for thus rescuing from oblivion,
the memories of their ancestors, of their pio-
neers, and of their public functionaries, If
some one equally capable, would thus perform
the enlarged part of ¢ old mortality ” for every
county, Alabama would eventuall y have a ITis.
tory worthy of her character as a State, Jlook
upon your work, and that of Mr., George Pov-
cll, as to Blount county, as most valuable con. -
tributions to our fund of historic knowledge.
You will not fail, I irust, to lay your book,
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when completed, before the Alabama Histori- -

cal Society, * * ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ % & *
Most truly, your friend,
A. B. MEEK.

O

A portion of the proof-sheets having been
submitted to Ronr. JEMISON, Esq., of Tusca-
loosa, as onc of the early residents of Pickens, .
with a view to ascertain correct information
upon some doubtful points, that gentleman was
pleased to reply at considerable length, and to
make many important suggestions.- Mr. JEM-
10N writes as follows, of this enterprise :
Mascaloosa, March 16th, 1856.
DEeAR Sir :—I have read with much inter-
est and pleasure, the pages of your forthcom-
ing little History, sent me by Mr. A. E. Van-
Tloose. They have revived the recollection of
many an incident and anecdote of by gone
days, that were fast fading from memory—re-
called, too, many a name onc: familiar, but not
thought of for years. * ¥ * % ¥ *

A few months ago, the Secretary of the Ala-
bama Historical Society, James Van Hoose,
Ksq., of Tuscaloosa, transmitted me the ¢ Trans-
actions” of the Socicty, accompanied with a
teuder of “the privilege of membership,” re-

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, Cxv

q‘uestmg me to write a history of Pickens
County, and transmit him, what he was pleas-
cd to ter.m “valuable,” those sketches of Pick-
ens which had already appeared in another
place. The nature of the work I was solicited
to pe?form may be seen from the Secretary’s
aif:\:mption, as follows:—“To write a histor
of your county, including its physical geogm?j
pby, its earliest settlements, its organization
as a county, its progress at different periods
its dlﬁ'erent branches of industry, their exten;
and t'lmes of introduction, its natural resources
pul?lxc improvements, the direction and exter;;
of its trade, its various and successive public
offices,— with such notices of the men and the
occurrences that have marked the history of
_vo.ur county, as may seem to you worthy of
be‘mg preserved”—and to omit nothing “ from
thisnarration which excited interest or became
conspicuous in the county at the time of its
occurrence—since those facts may possess deep
and philosophical interest at distant times and
]'>laces, which seem trivial to colemporaries in their
immediate vicinity.” )
Noticing these same *sketches,” referred to -
by Mr. Van Hoose, the editor of the Montgom-

. ery Advertiser & Gazette, Mr. Blue, a gentle-
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man who is himself contemplating the prepar-
ation of a history of all the counties in Ala-
bama, thus spoke of them at the time of their
appearance : ,

“We must commend in the strongest terms
the editor of the Pickens Republican for the
good service he is doing his own county and
the State at large, for his series of sketches of
Pickens county. With a desire to interest

his readers with somcthing better than the
every day hacknied subject of politics, as well
as to rescue such valuable information from
oblivion, he has sought out diligently, and
published numerous important and interesting
facts and incidents connected with the early
history of Pickens county. Iis course opens
anew field for cditors in the State, and we
hope the example will be imitated in every
county.”
For the above, and for other friendly and
~complimentary notices of the humble task I
have undertaken, and which T have so poorly
performed, I tender my grateful acknowledg-
ments. THE AUTHOR.

HISTORY OF PICKENS COUNTY.

CIAPTER 1.

“Youne Me¥ of Northwestern Alabama and Northeastern
Mississippi! iRemember that the bravest race that ever
lived, once occupied the country which yon now inhabit
—once fished in your streams, and chased the elk over
your vast plains! Remember, that whenever that soil,
which you now tread, was pressed by the feet of foes, it
was not only bravely defended, but drenched with the
blood of the invaders. Will you ever disgrace that soil,
aud the memory of its first occupants, by submitting to
injustice and oppression, and finally toinvasion? We
unh:s'sitatingly give the answer for you.—No—no—nev-
er!

This is a patriotic appeal to us, as tenants of the
soll of Pickens, for our location nearly answersto
the above. It is a justtribute tothe brave Chick-
asaws, a tribe of Indians which once dwelt upon
our Northwestern border.  Itis the cloquentclox-
ing passage of a Chapter of Mr. Prckerr’s History
of Alabama, entitled “The French Battles upou
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the Tombigbee.” 119 years ago, this “good Bi-
cnville” passed through the now County of Pick-
cns, at the head of over 500 soldiers, French and
Indians, to attack the Chickasaws, on their own
soil. He had to pass along up our winding river,
the Digbee, through nearly the whole length of
this County, which he did in rude boats up as fur
w5 Cotton Gin, in the State of Mississippi. After
«-veral terrible contests with that invincible race,
lie was defeated in “the battle of Ackia, which
1 sted three hours, and resulted in glory to the
Chic':asaws, and disgrace to the French.” 120
veoars ego, this wonderful man, who had for 30
“vears lod a life of Indian strife in the Territory
now embraced by Alabama, Louisiana, and Miss-
issippi, betook himself to his boats in his retreat
fyom his first defeat and last battle, and passed
tilently down by the sites of the now flourishing
t wns of Pickensville, Memphis, Fairfield, and
Vienna, in this County, back to “Fort Tombec-
~ bee,” (Jones' Bluff,) whence he descended to Mo-
bile, and thence soon after, returned to Paris.—
Bienville, “the good and wise,” as Mr. PICKETT
styles him, was another of theextraordinary men,
such as France and Spain have produced their
full quota of MEN and HEROES—such as the more
fabulous days of Old Greece would have delight-
ad to dify,
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“Yes,” exclaims the Alabama Historian, inan-
other place—“Yes, citizens of the Counties of
Montgomery, Coosa, Tallapoosa, Macon, and Rus- -
gell, reflect that 137 years ago, (dating from 1851,)
the French Governor of Louisiana, “thegreatand
good Bienville,” walked over your soil, and insti-
tuted friendly relations with its rude inhabitants,
among whom not a solitary white man had then
a permanent abode, and established a small colo-
ny upon the east bank of the Coosa.”

As 22 years later, the same man “ walked b up-
on the soil of Pickens, let us also “reflect.” Let
us “reflect,” since such is the Historical fact, that
another very remarkable character once “walked”
upon our soil, a greater, though not better, than
Bienville—none other than HERNANDO DESoTO
himself. According to authentic accounts, that
wonderful adventurer, more than 311 years ago,
crossed from the Big Black Warrior, in Greene
County, diagonally through the whole breadth of
Pickens, to the Little Tombecbee, somewhere in
Lowndes County, Mississippi, leading his bold
band of Knights, Cavaliers, Desperadoes, and Ad-
venturers, “ young, valient, and of the best blood
in Spain,”—the bravest, and the most desperate.
of men, to the number of over 1000! This was
in 1540, or about one year before his discovery of
the Mississippi, and about two years before Dx
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Soro’s death.  1sit not worth a “reflection,” that
he was wending his way towards that great dis-
. eovery, when “ walking ” over our soil? He pass-
cd north westerly through the Chickasaw country,
the possessers of which, he tried in vain to con-
quer—fighting with them like his successor, Bien-
ville, 150 years later, his last battle, the battle of
Alibamo.  Of this tribe, Mr, Prokiys says —
“The Chickasaws have never been conquered,
They could not be defeated by Dx Soro, with his
Spatish army in 1541; by Bienville, with his
French army and Southern Indians, in 1786; by
1)’ Artaquette, with his French and Northern In-
dians; by the Marquis De Vandreuill, with his
French troops and Choctaws; nor by the Creeks,
Cherokees, Kicapoos, Shawnees, and Choctaws,
who continually waged war against them, No|
They were the bravest of the brave] And even
when they had emigrated to the Territory of Ar-
kansas, not many years ago, they soon subdued
some tribes who attacked them in that quarter.”
Another great Warrior-hero was undoubtedly
once within our borders. Not as there is record
or living witness to attest it, but there is the well
known fact, that the renowned-Indian Chief, Te-
cumsch, visited alimost, or quite, every aboriginal
tribe in this State, upon his great Southward so-

Journ in 1812, breathing vengeance and extermi-
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nation against the pale faces. He visited both
the Chickasaws and Choctaws; the latter being
proprietors of a part of the soil of Pickens, His
most natural course from the Ohio to Florida, was
to keep down' the “Beckbee ™ and the Alabama
Rivers, if he preferred the water route, or to strike
avross the country to the eastward if he retained
his horses, so that he must have passed through
our borders. If he madea “talk” to the Choc-
taws, it was as apt to have been on the rich prair-
ies of Pickens, west of the Bigbee, as any where,
that portion of the County being purchased of the
Choctaws.  Unsuccessful with the latter, he push-
ed on down to the more hostile Seminoles, and
had better success. Returning through East Al-
abama, he crossed over this way, and is said to
have visited the present site of Tuscaloosa, then
a Creek village, and it is easy to believe this was
his most convenient route back to Detroit.*

We have not been accustomed, as does Mr.

*The well known Choctaw Chief, Pushmatalia, is
said to have thus addressed his people :—

“ You know Tecumseh. He is 4 bad man. He came
through our nation, but we did notturn our héads. He
went among the Muscogees, and got many of them to join
kim. Youn know the Tensaw people. They were our
friends. ‘They played ball with us. They sheltered and
fed us, whenever we went to Pensacola. Where are they
now? Their bodies rot at Sam Mimm’s place. The peo-

ple of St. Stephen, are also our friends. The Muscogees
reevy B £
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PIckETT, to consider Tecumseh only as a mere
British emissary, but rather a true patriot. Helov-
ed his country and his race, and had the sagacity
to foresee the fate which awaited the latter, if the
“white man” was allowed to possess and cultivate
the former. e hated the Anglo-Americans with
a savage intensity, and no man, not even a DB
Soro, or a Bienville, ever used such super-human
efforts to compass vast and lofty designs. “Re-
flect,” therefore, reader, upon these proofs, that
this noble Chief once “walked” over the soil of
Pickens! ‘What present inhabitant of thisregion
would not pay a handsome sum for such a sight
as this famous Warrior then presented? Five
brothers and his sister, Tecumspease, a remarka-
ble woman, accompanied him. At the head ofa
body guard of 80 Ohio braves, seated on horses,
entirely naked except their flaps and ornaments,
_ their faces painted black, their heads adorned with
eagle plumes, buftalo tails fastened by bands

intend to kill them too. They want soldiers to defend
them. (lle here draws out his sword, and flourishing it,
added:) You can all do as you please. You are all frce-
men. Idictate to none of you. But Ishall join the St.-
Stephen people.  If you have a mind to follow me, 1 will
lead you to glory and victory >’ A warrior rose wp, slap-
ping his hand upon his breast, and said : “ am a man! I
am a man ! Iwill follow you.”  All of ther mow slapping
their breasts,a ge neral shout went up, and Gaixs, (Geners
ai Gains,) was filled with joy at the result.

[HISTORY OF PICKENS COUNTY.] 28

around their waists streaming out behind, and
buffalo tails also fastened to their arms by means
of bands, such a sight would now be a novel one
tostride across our hills and plains. So too, would
be the spectre of DE Soto with his 1000 Spaniards,
or of Bienville with his 500 French and Indians.

CHAPTER IIL

A1pABAMA was admitted into the Union, by Act
of Congress, March 2d, 1819. The County of
Pickens, while Alabama was a Territory, and
before the organization of this County, was
connected with Tuscaloosa, as a civil and politi-
cal division, and, up to 1820, the Courts of that
County had jurisdiction over all the Alabama
Territory on the west of her. After Alabama’s
admission into the Union, at the 2d session of the
Legislature, which met at Cahaba, on the 1st Mon-
day in November, 1820, an Act was passed the
19th of December, following, creating the County
of Pickens, and defining its boundaries. At that
session, George W. Owen was Speaker of the
House, Gabricl Moore, President of the Senate,
and Thomas Bibb, acting Governor, William W.
Bibb having dicd before the expiration of his term,
but as IsrAEL PICKENS was elected Governor the
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next year, our County was indebted to him
forits name. The Act above referred to, desig-
nates a “temporary site for holding the Courts at
the house of Jacob Dansby,” and establishes three
“lection Precinets, one ““at —— Mullen’s, on the
road from Columbus to the Falls of the ‘Warrior,
~ omc at James IHeflin’s, and one at the residence of
Ezekiel Nash.”  Respecting the last named Pre-
cinet, it was not in this County or State, but the
Elections for Pickens, were held at that place in
the State of Mississippi, for several years, “Fhe
house of Jacob Dansby ” is not now extant. It
wus situated some half mile north of the present
residence of Mr. A. T\ Henley, near the now flour-
ixhing town of Pickensville. Heflin’s, (spelt in
the Act, Heplin's,) is now known as the Garden,
and Mullen’s, as Mitchell’s. Of the 52 counties
of’ Alabama, Pickens was the 80th, organized De-

cember 19th, 1820, consequently, on the 19th day |

of December, ultimo, she was 85 years, or over
one third of a century old.

The records of public proceedings, appear to
have been very well kept in those carly times, so
far as they can be found, especially from the elee-
tion of Levi W. Parker, Ksq., Clerk of the County
Court, at the first Election after the organization of
the County.  Upon a fly leaf of the oldest book of
Records now extant, is found the following :

1
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“Aobile, Apr. 20, 1822, L. W. Parker: his Leg-
wter for the County Court of Pickens County, Ala-
bama State,” '

Into this seems to have been transcribed min-
utes of the May term, 1821. The County Court
at that time was called the * Inferior Court,” and
consisted of five Justices, clected by the Legisla-
ture, with power to choose one of their number
Chief Justice. ¥t was under that regime that the
first Pickens County Court Record thus runs:

“ State of Alabama, Pickens County. May term,
1821—Court present; Solomon Marshall, Thom-
as Shannon, James Newman, and Jacob Dansby.
Solomon Marshall being nominated, was dul y
clected Chairman of the County Court of Pick-
ens.” :

The Court then went on to dispatch a large
amount of business, for there were then no Com-
missioners of Roads and Revenue, as now. They
clected various officers, ordered man y new roadz,
and besides held Court for civil, and litigated law
business. It will not be amiss to quote the names
of those persons found upon this old Record, as
among  the leading characters of our County at
that time. In different capacities we find those
of James Cox, Robert Cox, Jonathan York, Eli-
Jah Willbanks, Proffet Rrophet, Frances Flour-
oy, Isaac Taylor, James Ileflin, Joshua Stock-
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still, Herbert Beckman, Samuel and Joel Hund-
ly, Thomas Lancaster, Malachiah Williams, Thos,
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T. Gore, Matthew Clannahan, Thomas Clemans,

Peter Kilpatrick, John G. Ring, Joe. Tilly, the
last two litigants,

OWEN SHANNON— A uctioneer.

HENRY ANDERSON—T'reasurer.

JOHN BARKSDALE—Coroner.

WiLLiay E. WiLLis—Surveyor.

ADENO GRIFFIN—Sheriff,

Levi W. Parker—C. C. C. P, C.

The next record is a year later, when, May

term, 1822, Sheriff Griffin, certified to the elec-
tion of Solomon Marshall, John Barksdale, Ro-

bert Cox, and James Heflin, as Commissioners of.

Roads and Revenue, the old Court having been
abolished by the Legislature the previous June,
at the extra session of that year, and an election
having intervened under the new law. Solomon
Marshall continued to be Judge nearl y ten years,
or till 1830, undcr both organizations ofthe Coun-
ty Court. It will be seen that Levi W. Parker,
¥sq., who is now living near Franconia, in this
County, and enjoying a green cld age, was, 34
years ago, the first Clerk of the County Court of
Pickens. He and Mr. Isaac Taylor, are the only
persons above named, now (January 18th, 1856,)
residing in this County, and butone or two of the
rest survive, ‘
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The boundaries of this County are defined in
the Act of December 19th, 1820, viz: A line
shall commence at a point where the State line
cuts the Tombeckbee River, running down tha
same, to the Greene County line, thence east on
the said county line to the line dividing Rangcs
one and two, east of the meridian of St. Stephens;
north of said line to its intersection with the Sip-
sey water ofthe Beckbee River; thence pursuing
the meanders of that stream, to that point whera
the line dividing Ranges 12 and 13, west of tha
meridian of Huntsville, touches the same, north
on said line to the Marion, south boundary line,
west to the State line; thence on the said line to
the place of beginning, which shall form one
County, to be known and distinguished by the
name of Pickens County. There have been sev-
eral alterations of these limits. In 1823, a small
slice was ceded to Tuscaloosa on the north east,
and, in 1832, that portion of our present Territo-
ry, which is south of the Sipsey River, was ceded
to us from Greene, At the next session, in 1882,
the rectangular shape of the County was perfecs-
ed by a further cession to us of “all that"Territo-

ry west of the first sectional line; at or below the

Junction of the Sipsey and Tombeckbee Rivers,
running due west to the Mississippi line,” where,
at the same session, an election precinct was es-
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tablished, namely, at the house of G. B. Mobly,
in that portion of the Territory purchased from
the Choctaw tribe of Indians, and west of the
Tombeckbee River, which has recently been add-
ed to the County of Pickens.

With these boundaries, the area of the County
is about 980 square miles, its dimensions being
about 25 and a half miles on the North, 30 on
the South, and 86 from North to South, or anav-
erage of aboyt 28 wide, to 80 long, including 20
complete and 11 incoraplete Townships, contain-

ing about 627,200 acres. The present Court-House}

18 very near the exact centre of the county.

The first clection precinet established after the
creation of the county, was at the extra session
of June 21st, “at the house of Cox, near

- Coldfire ercck.” At the regular session of the
same year, it was “further enacted, that there be
an additional election precinet in the county of
Pickens, at the house of Charles M. Holland.”—
As the county became more populous, other pre-
cinets were established, to meet the convenieneo
of voters; one at the house of Jesse Clements, in
1822, one at Robert Bridges, in 1828, one at John
Davidson’s, in 1824, two in 1825, at the house of
William Sanders and Stephen Bennett, two in
1327, at Wright Roundtrec’s and Richard Jones
one at Solomon Bennett’s, on Sipsey, in 1828, and

9

&
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three in 1880, at James Ferguson’s, George S:
Ragsdale’s, and George Trantham’s, and in 1831,
at Carrollton. These ten precinets, (7of the 17
having been diseontinued,) may be taken to in-
dicate the more populous neighborhoods, at that
period, the naines of which will readily suggest
their localities. 'We present below all the pre-
cincts at the General Election, in 1831, with a
list of the Managers.
. TraxTIAM'S.—George M. Trantham, Samuel
Wilder, Robert Ellis. ‘
BENNETS, on Sipsey.—Wm. N, Morrow, Ben-
-jamin Love, Charles M. ITolland.
MvyErs.—William Harris, Archelaus Taylor,
Andrew Loftin.
MyERHOOF'S.—William Hamiter, Felix Ellis,
William P. Gillespie. ,
Pickens TowN.—Elijah Willbanks, David
Dorherty, Ambrose J. Rose.
CanrorrroN.—Norris Hendon
ton, William Castles.
RaGsDALE'S STorE.—Thomas Spruill, Robert
Henry, Ilenry Story.
MaRTIN & DAvIS' STORE.—Oliver Clark, Ben-
Jamin Godfrey, James T. Burdine.
SANDERS.—Buel Sanders, Thomas Dcloach,
William KilPatrick. e
FERGUSON'S.—Wm. D. Hargrove, James Fer-
guson, Danicl J. Ilargrove.

y-JamesD. Stan-

Up to this time, (1831,) several now flourishin z
villages do not appear to have been known by
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their present designations. We might name
Yorkville, Bridgeville, Franconia, Vienna, Mem.
phis, Fairfield, Reform, Gordo, and other central
points of business. The number of election pre-
cincts are now more than double. Among theh;
managers of the Presidential election of 1832,
General JACKSON being then a candidate for hie’
second term, we recognize several persons, still’
residents of Pickens, (some lately deceased,) viz:
William Lang, Elihu Cox, James Garnett, L. W.
Parker, Thomas Bradford, Jacob Colvin, Henry
O. Love, James Gunter, Daniel Hargrove, Ezeki-
el Sanders, James T. Burdine, and David Woods.

— e

CHAPTER IIL

Those persons who transacted the business o
the county at this early period of its history, are
easily ascertained from the public record‘s, and it
may be interesting to name them in this place.

Elizabeth Proffet and Henry Anderson, took
out letters on the estate of Robert Proffet, O.cto
ber 21st, 1822, with James Bayly and William
Billington, assecurities. Daniel J. Hargrove tqok
1 tters testamentary to execute the noncupatm%
will of Dudly Hargrove, in November 7th, 1323,
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D. Lowe, being witnesses to said will. On De-
cember 1st, 1823, letters were granted to William
P. Gillespie and Lemuel E. Singleton, upon the
estate of Thomas B. Singleton, and to W. Miller,
upon the estate of Mary Miller, the same month
and year, making only four estates administered
upon prior to the above last named date,

In the lists of apportioners, overseers, election
managers, juries to review and mark out roads,
and in whatever capacity acting, as appear upon
the records of the Commissioners Court, in 1824,
are found the following names:

“George H. Flournoy, W, Hargrove, Thos.
Homes, Stephen Jenkins, Randall Sherrod, Caleb
and Joseph Barnes, John H. Scott, Edmond Par-
kinson, Allen, Daniel, and Wm, Cox, Linsey
Shoemake, David Bradford, Wm. Davidson, C.
M. Holland, Thomas Brashiear, Samuel Wier,
Burwell and Parks Ball, Thos. G. Sims, William
Spraggins, Henry Robertson, W, Fowler, John
Crunbull, Richard Jones, John Williams, Thos.
C. Stean, Joseph Morehead, Alex. Martin, Un-
derhill and Robert Ellis, James Peterson, Silas
Forrester, James Smith, Hugh Harrison, Sterret
Dobson, George Wilkins, John Billington, John -
Morfet, Wm. White, John G. Ring, Lewis Ellj-
son, Silas and Charles Dobbs, Loderwick Robert-

Benjamin Williams, Peter Williams, and Jamai son, Wm. and Joseph Jackson, Patrick Scott,
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Thos. Ilarris, Aaron Phillips, William Wilson, James Willjams Saml. Watson, James Rily, J
Y I . ) . ) -

Jobn Detete, Andrew Porter, Thos. Woods, and| 5 Lvy, Wm. T. Aycock, Saml. Bell, W, Gamy
Jo. Elhs.". _ . f mell, Wm. McCombs, John Denty. ,Wm. Ring,

On loeking into’ the records of die Circuit James Silas, Hallaway Nall Geor: e,Wi 5 ’
Court, the dockets exhibit other names, which| Ropy Clannahan Johi Morc’ahead,gJohnglé 1(1}gl'ton,
will be recognized as among the pioneers of thisL mery, John and, Obediah Hooper Thonfas :::i
region,  They are: William  Adair, Hardy and Jess; Jones, Silas

“Solomen Marshall, John Ward, Wm. Neigh- Forrester, J. T
bors, Wm. W, and Wm. Carroll, Jno. W. Gil- rough.” ) cames Templeton, and Joseph Scarbo-

bry, Jno. McKinley, Flemming Thomason, Geo,
Williams, Wm. Addington, Robt. Bridges, Ste-
phen Doss, Andrew McCrary, Wm. McGehee,
Saml. Alden, Alex. Merrell, Elijah Weaver, Gil:
hert and Gordon Saltonstall, John Gordon, An-
drew Scott, James Lacy, John Stean, Ephrain
Robertson, Chas. Teas, John Oxford, Abram By.
ler, Neely Dobson, Owen, Thomas, and Mos
Shannon, Johnathan Ellison, Nat. Brown, Jam
Powell, Wm. D. Denton, Stephen, George, Will
iam, lenry, and Bayley Johnson, Ellis Gore
Obadiah Mayfield, Simon Watson, Saml. Porter
Wm. Grant, Henry W. and John C. Ballar
obt. Ioward, Chas. Cox, J. B. Austin, Wm. an
Sterrett Dobson, Lewis, Theopholus, and Danid
Clark, Johm P. 1Iill, Thos. Townsend, Archabali
Shaw, Mathew Parhem, lenry Ilawkins, Joss
Stogsdell, James Lyles, Wm. Ricks, Sloan Sprig:
Loan Mullins, John O. Cary, Richard ITarrison

Of'the 187 persons who were among the fath-
ers of the present generation, 84 years since, above
named, we now recognize less than 20 survivors,
residents of Pickens. Add to 187, 83 other per-
Sons, present as purchasers at certain publicsales
held prior to January, 1824, but 6f whom only
four or five now live in this county, and it leaves
us about 25 survivors out of 220, This is nearly
correct, but it is not pretended that al] the pOpI;-
lation, or the men, of the county, are embraced
in this estimate,

The first settlement in Pickens county, was
made by one Josiah Tilly, who located himself
In the year 1817, near the well known Bluff of
that name, upon the Tombeckbee, some half «
mile above Pickensville, the same now owned by
Mr. Zack Pulliam. Tilly came directly from
Tuscaloosa, was a native of Tennessce or Nortl,
Carolina, had lived a year or two in Tuscalooss
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county, and had married there the daughter o
one Patrick Scott. Ile was better calculated fo
border life, having a far more deeided taste fu
the cnstoms ofa backwoodsman, than for the re
linements of civilization. He had a good deal t
o with the Choctaws, was often their agent i
Little matters, understood their language, and was
very popular with them. On one occasion here
ecived from them the sum of $25, to take acom
pany of Choctaws over to Tuscaloosa to a (¢bba,
or ball-playing.*

Tilly i3 represented as a kind-hearted and be

nevolent man. ‘An instance of his good natu
i« handed down in connection with a law suit b
had with the: Choctaw Chief, Mashulatubba. Al
wavs preferring a life among the Indians, to r
maining with his own family, he went to Mash
laville, Mississippi, and worked upon a house

the above nained Chicf, for which the latter

fused to pay him. Tilly attached the ne

slaves of the Indian Chief, (whom some said

decoyed to this side the line,) and this broug
over to Pickensville Court, their master, Mash
latubba. The latter got drunk, and being in
condition to be insulted and imposed upon, ti4
plaintifl} Tilly, took home with bim to his hous

*Tibba—to fight, to decide,
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his rival litigant, and took care of him, remark-

ing to the Chief, who was rather boisterous, that
although they were lawing one another in Court,
yet they had been friends, and he would not see
him abused. A bystander, whose name need not
be mentioned, remarked, at the time, “that, Tilly,
is a christian spirit, to render good deeds to our
enemies,” Tilly was an ordinary sized man,
dark complexion, black eyes, and jet black hair,
and a very heavy black beard. Altogether, heis
said to have borne as much resemblance to the ab-
original race as to his own. Ie finally, about
1830, left this region, following off, or going with,
a small tribe of Mississippi Choctaws, to Texas,
with whom he was still living in 1855, having
married an Indian woman since the loss of his
first wife, and at the present time, atsthe
about 70, his head of long black hagt'™
white as snow, ke s surrounded by asian
young half-breeds. e

The next settler, was Jonathan York, another
son-in-law of Scott’s, who came with his family
from Tuscaloosa, the next year, (1818) He was,
originally, from South Carolina, and was sdid to
have built the first board shanty, ever erected in
the county of Tuscalooss. He sottled near his
brother-in-law, Tilly, on the road which now
leads from Pickensyille, to Columbus.  He is said
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to have been connected with an influential Soutl temporary pioneers in the firstsettlement of Pick-
Carolina family, and to have been proved of tha§ ens county, among those, James N ewman, Elijah
connection. General Daniel Wright, of Columg Wilbanks, and John G. Ring." The last named,-
bus, a lawyer, and a man ofinfluence at that time§ married a third daughter of Patrick Scott, in Tus-
in Mississippi, is stated to have testified on a triaf caloosa county. He was a Kentuckian, and the
in the Circuit Court, at Pickensville, in a suif other two South Carolinians,
arising out of a heorse-race, between York an® - The earliest settlers of several interior counti-
Augustus B. Wooldridge, that Jonathan York es of Alabama, are known to have beew persons
was his elder brother. Of course, he could be on originally from South Carolina, who first migra-
ly his half-brother. An unsuccessful effort haf ted to Tennessee, and thence down the Tennes-
been made, to impeach the evidence of York§ seeriver, into North Alabama, thence down the
father and mother-in-law, (the Scott’s,) in * th§ central routes of travel, along the old Indian trails
horse-race lawsuit.” § and Military roads, cut out by United States troops
Robert Proffet, settled at Pickensville, th§ in the Indian wars, under Gen’ls Jackson, Coffee,
same year, and also, John Barksdale, settleff and others, passing into Madison, Limestone, Mor-
near that place, about the same time. The Rinf gan, Blount, Tuscaloosa, and Pickens.* It was
gold’s, (Robert and William,) located below Piclf most convenient for them to follow this course as
ensviljpx‘%dut this date, and gave name to th a channel of travel indicated by the natural con-
Blv et Bigbee, still called Ringold’s Bluf§f formation of the country—freer from the obstruc-
Of others who scttled in the same neighborhood tions of hostile savages and rugged mountains,
as carly as 1818, Elihu Cox, Wm. D. Barksdalg both whichyimpediments were in their way, in
and 8. P. Doss, alone remain ; thetwo first nan§ crossing directly westward to the State of Geor-
ed, were boys. Burwell Ball came out from AR gia, Judge A. B. Meek, states in his address of
berville District, in time to make a crop of conf last year, (1855,) before the Alabama Historical
in 1819. The first crop was made in 1818. T Society, that Tuscaloosa remained abandoned,
Coxes, James, Robert, and Daniel, planted au§ (theCreekshaving been nearly annihilated there,)
raised corn on their little new openings, as earl§ until after the war (of 1812-'15,) when in 1816,
as 1819.  Others could be named, who were of the first settlers, Emanuel York, and John Barton,
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from Zennesses, pitched their tents, and raised
their crops of corn on the beautiful upland plain
where now stands the city of Tuscaloosa. Mr,
George Powell, in his sketch of Blount county,
states that in 1815, several worthy citizens left
the upper Districts of South Carolina, and remov-
ed to the State of Zennessce, and early in 1817,
migrated to Blount. There being the positive ev-
idence of some of the present oldest inhabitants
of Pickens, that Jonathan was a native of South
Carolina, that he came here from Tuscaloosa, and
there from Tennessee, he was probably some kin
to Emanuel York, the first settler of Tuscalooss,
- whom Judge Meek says was from Tennessee. 1t

appears that Pickens was settled only one year
later than Tuscaloosa, though it must be borne i
mind, that the latter at first included Pickens.
It has already been stated, that after a few ye
this county filled up rapidly with new-comers.
"The emigrants poured down in swarms from the
upper counties of Alabama. Morgan, Madison
Blount, and Jefferson, each contributing to the
stream of migration, until, as has been said, thos
already here, grew uneasy at the prospect of a
too dense population. A large part of the influx
came either directly from South Carolina, or werel
natives of that State. Of the latter, might be
named Levi W. Parker, Henry Y. White, and
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thelate F. W. Bostick, who, all tarried for a whilc

in the county of Madison. It was natural for the

pioneers to write back to their relatives and ac-
quaintancesin the old States, and influence them

to come out. Young men went back and marri-

ed—sons brought out their parents, and whole

families followed the migration of a single mem--
ber.*

*If it were necessary to confirm the statements contain-
ed in this Chapter, that are derived from the oldest living
persons in Pickens, reference may be had to a sketch of
Blount county, refered to in the text.

Frorn 1816, the emigration was surprisingly rapid. The
emigrants came frois Madison, and in grea' numbers from
Tennessee. They advanced along the old Indian trace,
that led from Ditto’s Landing, to Mud Town, on the Cahaw-
ba. Every fertile spot near this road was settled in 1817.
Great numbers of emigrants came down the Tennessee
river. * * * [p 1815, several worthy citizens left the
wpper Districts of South Carolina, and removed to the
State of Tennessee, and early in 1817, emigrated to Blount,
and located in Murphree’s Valley. They founded a pros-
perous and moral settlement. ‘The members of this litt'e
settlement wrote numerous letters to their friends who liv-
ed in Sounth Carolina, and induced many of them to emi-
grate early to Blount county ; and it is singular, that from
e smalla beginning, the Carolinians and their decendants
chould now form the most numerous portion of Blount, al-
though the Tennesseeans had nearly two years.the start
and had choice of locations. * * * The South Caro-
linians settled very thick in the lower part of Blount, (now
Jefferson,) and next to the Tennesseeans, were the most:
numerous,

The importance of this statement, to a correct undes-
standing of the origin of the first settlers of Pickens coun-
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' CHAPTER IV.

THE first white child born in thiscounty, or be;
fore it was a county, or even bore the name o
Pickens, was the daughter of Jonathan York
named Catherine, born in 1818. The first mal
white child was Edward L. Dess, son of Stephen
. P.Doss. The second white male was N. G. Barks

dale, son of John Barksdale. The second &irth
among the emigrants, was that of a slave, the pro
perty of John Barksdale. The first few pioneers
into the forests, west of Tuscaloosa, had to pack
their corn on horses from east of the Warrior riv;
“er, but in a year or two, the material for bread
became plentiful enough, and never at any time,
was there anything like a scarcity of provision
among the early settlers. The wilderness abound:
ed with game, such as deer and wild-turkey, and
so soon as cattle could be raised, they found thef
most ample ranges. A good cow, however, at
first was worth $50. The emigrants never had
the least difficulty with the Indians, of whom this
section had its full share. Indeed, the Territory
of land between the Warrior and the Tombeck:
bee, was a reserved neutral hunting ground, 0[ ]

ty, as also, for a knowledge of their characters, will be sees
when it is remembered that from 1822 to 182'7 there waif
a great influx of population from the lower part of Blount,
or Jefterson, to Pickens.
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both the Creeks and Choctaws, for many years,

' and the sole property of neither of those tribes.—

Pushmattaha, the famous Chief of the latter, some-
times visited Pickensville. Mashulaiubba was
often there, and like his last named compeer, al-
ways the reliable friend of the white settlers.

A majority of the earliest emigrants were South
Carolinians, as before stated, from the upper Dis-~
triets of York, Fairfield, Abbeville, and a few
other Nort.hern Districts, especially those who.

- settled near Pickensville and Yorkville, and al-

so Bridgeville. But before the year 1820, there
were a plentiful sprinkle of ney comers from Ten-
nessee, North Carolina, Georgia, and even Vir-
ginia. Unlike some other counties, there never
were any parties and fieuds between the emigrants
from different States, but on the contrary, quiet,
peace, and concord prevailed in an eminent de-
gree. The first settlers are said to have sprung
mostly from respectable families in the olden
States, induced by a spirit of enterprise, to seek
new homes and possessions, in these then far wes-
tern wilds, many of them bringing eastern no-
tions of comfort and competency, with means in
their hands, and often accompanied by several .
slaves. With such a population, three or four
years was time enough to acquire comfortable do-
mestic possessions, The settlement of Pickens
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proceeded slowly at the beginning, insomuch that
though the first adventurers are said to have been
rather gratified at the prospect of having enough
“elbow room,” ranges for their stock, and cheap
land for a long time to come, yet this was min-
gled with the apprehension that the sparseness of
the population would materially hinder the es-
tablishment of s thools for the education of their
children. They are represented as moral and
roligious people, possessing strong inclinations
for the blessings and enjoyments of good neigh-
borhood and good society. Of course, there were
exceptions, among, an adventurous people, ex-
posed to all the temptations of unrestrained bor-
dorlife.  Butin five or six years, emigration be-
camz very rapid. Facilities for travelling were
greater from the old States, and there were other
causes which operated. to settle up this county,
with a fresh tide of emigration. The best lands,
or what were then so considered, were soon taken
up. “One of these causes, was the abandonment
of the publiclands in the eastern and upper coun-
fi s, at the time they were brought into market,
T'he poorer class, and many who were possessors
of some property, were not rich enough to com-
pete with the land speculators at these sales, and
had to give up their little improvements and seck|

out other homes in the wilderness, j
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The first white settlers upon the soil of Pick-
ens, as of all this region, were necessarily squas
ters. The lands were not brought into market
until five years after Tilly located on the Big-
bee, orin 1822. The interference of speculators
at these sales, was also felt severely by the hardy
pioneers of Pickens, and some of them lost their
tnds.  They could have paid the minimum price
of $2 per acre, in the four usual annual install-
ments, had they been let alone, but were not able
to compete against the gangs of sharpers who ap-
peared at the public vendues ready to out bid
them, thoroughly posted up with all necessary in-
formation as to the numbers, location, and qual-
ity of each settler's lot. ~Although our State Leg-
islature had passed stringent laws against the
speculators, before the sales of the Pickens coun-
ty lands, yet all the evil was not obviated. The
snake was only scotched, not killed. Most of the
first purchasers were obliged to make terms with
their adroit rivals, in the land market. They
generally found it best to effect “ compromises ”
with the spéculators, at 100 per cent on the gov-
ernment price, or as best they could with the dif-
ferent companies of speculators, before they were
allowed to bid off their own lots at theminimum
value. Mr, William Spraggins states that he pur-
chased a portion of his land on those terms, but
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had to pay more for the balance, on account of
two rival speculators bidding against each other.
How easy was it for those two rivals to have had
an understanding, all the while, and to have di-
vided the spoils with one another! . ‘

But one of the anecdotes told of Judge Mar-
shall, who was generally called “ Old Sol,” shows
that these speculators found, now and then, their
full match. It runs that on their appearance, as

usual, before the sales, the first Judge of the§

County Court of Pickens, was exceedingly happy
to make their acquaintance. He told them, he
was glad to see them, that he was in a condition
to need their help, that he owed a good deal of
money, had a large tract of good land, much more
than he could purchase and pay for, if it was run;
but that with their assistance, he might be able to
retain it all. The speculators appeared very at-
tentive to the polite Judge, and were all smiles
and accommodation. They were willing to aid
him upon almost any conditions, and proceeded
to state their terms.
and let him have it at the usual advance rates of
100 per cent. “Old Sol " seemed equally pleas,
ed, save in one respect. He $aid it would never
do to let a “speculator ” bid for it, because his
neighbors wanted his good land, and would bi.d
against the speculators, but would not bid for it

They would bid off hisland §
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against h#m, on account of his popularity with
them. “O no, says he; let me bid off my land
myself, and we can easily arrange the 100 per
cent, and the other terms.” It must be stated
that these speculators did not exact the price
agreed to be paid them by the setlers, ($4 per
acre,) in ready cash, but gave them time to pay
by annual installments, upon giving security.—
Such was the arrangement here meant. The re-
sult of these negotiations was, that Judge Mar-
shall was allowedto bid off his lots, (the well
known Gillespie place, near Bridgeville,) at the
minimum price, ($2,) without the least interfer-
ence from either his friendly *neighbors, or the

“land sharks.” At the last rap of the Auction-

eer's mallet, the affable J udge addressed the
crowd thus: “Gentlemen, I thank you for your
kindness. Owing to the forbearance of my good
neighbors, and the favor of these gentlemen, (cast-
ing a smile upon the speculators,) I have been
able to purchase my land so low, that I find I shall
have money enough to pay for it myself, without
any assistance!” Judge Marshall had lost a large
landed property in North Alabama, before he re-
moved to thiscounty, and had noidea of being ous-
ted from possessions which he had improved, and -
rendered valuable, by aset of men whose business
it was to profit by the toil and industry of others.
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CHAPTER V.

Ir Tilly raised alittle crop ofcorn in the yearg
1817, then that was the first crop ever planted by
a white man on DPickens soil, but if he settled
here in the latter part of that year, he could not
have raised any crop before the summer of 181~ .
The Coxes, Robert and Daniel, claim to have
planted corn in the latter named year. They are
mistaken. Z%ey could not have raised corn pri
or to the harvest of 1819, and so it must be re§
corded in these chronicles. The Coxes are among
the very first pioneers of this county. Elihu Cox
is about the last of the original emigrants remain-
ing, and Dr. Silas H. Cox, is at this time, the old
est survivor among us, of white children born in
Pickens county. ‘

The early settlers had necessarily, to suffer the
usual privations of emigrants to a new country;
rude and rough houses, little or no shelter for
horses, mules, and stock, and entire destitution
of society privileges. When they had growr
their corn, they had no mills to grind it, and ha
10 Tesort to the pestle and mortar, in preparin
it for food. 'Wheat, which now grows so abur
dantly with us, was useless for bread, becaus
there were no flouring mills.  One may hear the
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carly emigrants talk of this primitive mode of
beating out hommony in large wooden mortars,
with a pestle suspended to an elastic pole, and of
bolting off the hulls in deer-skin sifters. It is
said that an ingenius Scotechman, David Chal-
mers, contrived a water power pestle, which at
one period, pounded out most of the meal for the
Pickensville setilers, It was simply a Jog hav-
ing a trough dug in one end to hold water, pois-
cd on a pivot, to act asa sec-saw. A littlestream

~of water being let into the trough, filled it, and

brought down that end, and raised the other end
of the log, or pole, to which a pestle was attached.
This poured the water out of the trough, and
lightened that end, and let the pestle down upot-
the corn in the mortar. They tell an anecdote
of one Daniel Johnson and wife, called - Ram. .
bler” Johnson, on account of his being so much
in the woods, and loving his gun and a roving
life, better than labor and domestic habits, 1lis
better half, was one day unusually busy, about -

‘her household cares, and needed help. She there-

fore took the maul and beat upon a log to callin
her absent spouse, and when he came, told him,
thatas she was very busy with her washing, she
had called him home to beat the hommonv for
dinner. Daniel replied, that he had heard her
beating, and thought the hoe-cake was ready |-—
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But it must have been as early as 1819 or "20,}
that Henry Anderson built a corn mill near Pick-
ensville, upon Boguechitta, (Big-Creek,) a * tub-
mill,” as its class were, and still are called, and
that is said to have been the first mill in Pickensg
county. The public records in 1821, mentionf
« Anderson’s mill,” and also, ** Parker’s old mill,"f
in the same record, which indicates that th. form
er had very little priority over the latter. The

appropriated. The best evidence that most of
latter was on one of the branches of Bear Creekg-them were erected with good judgement, is, their
near Corr’s, or Mitchell's. Other mills were erecty,

b having been, in most cases, improved and kept
ed, nearly cotemporary, namely, Dorrah’s, Don up to the present time. It is true that some of
ahoo’s, and Gardner’s, (builtby one Walker;) alsof these enterprises have turned out ruinously ex-
Easterwood’s, on Coldfire. Bonner’s mill w } pensive, and others proved entire failures, owing
built by Abner Cotton, and in a year or two, sol §, to the great difficulty of constructing permanent
to Henry J. Townsend, who added a bolter, an. /dams upon the marshy bottoms.

ground the first wheat for Pickens county. Itis

The antiquarian reader must needs be inform-
said that the Coxes raised the first wheat as earlj§ ed that one of the first set of Pickens mill stones,
as 1822 or 28, and carried itto amill in Lowndes

: is yet extant, and may be scen to this day. Af ‘
county, Mississippi, to be ground. But littl§ter the death of Henry Anderson, which took

wheat was raised in this county before 1880, o place in 1825, on the 5th day of July, in that
account of there being no good flouring mills— year, these stones were appraised at $ 00. Bar-
Most of the wheat flour was brought up the riv§ well Ball, Daniel Cox, Archibald Shaw, and
er from Mobile, and, indeed, it is only since 184§ Hezckiah Jones, were the appraisers of that es-

that the planters began to calculate upon a croptate, names familiarto us. How they afterwards
of wheat. Cochran’s mills were built by Judg

fell into the poss-ssion of Pruitt McGowen, can-

Solomon Marshall, now a fine flouring establish{ not be staied, but the same stones were removed

ment.  Other projectors of mills in the countygto his residence, (34 miles south of Carrollton,)
A

were Elijah Coons, Henry Townsend, Robert
Jemison, William Lampkin, William Castles, and
| William Owen. '

In a few years, nearly all the many streams of
our well watered region were made tributary to
th.e uses of man in a labor-saving capacity. Cold-
Fire, Sipsey, Lubbub, Blubber, Magby's, Big and
Bear Crecks, and even Kelley’s Creek, were thus
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and used by him, for grinding peaches in the
manufacture of peach brandy, and the upper ston
still lies at the old distillery near the r.oad side l.
The staple food for man and beast, with Amerif
can backwoodsmen, Tndian Corn, grew abundan
and cheap in a very few years. At the sale :
the Dudley Iargroveestate, in 1823, corn bmugE{
only 25 cents a bushel on twelvg montl-ls credif
"The same year, in and ncar Pickensville, con
sold at public sales for 40 cents, and oats at ¥

settlement of this county, which began in 1817,
a8 heretofore stated, may be considered as com-
plete by or before 1823. It has been shown that
prior to that date election precincts were estab-
lished all over the county, mills were erccted, and
socicty was being built up in neighborhoods and
small villages. The nucleous was already form-
ed for Pickensville, Bridgeville, Yorkville, Lowe's
settlement, King’s Store, and there was, besides,
ascattering population over the county. There
veral ef 1810 census of the inhabitants of that period with-
iot':: 3:311‘1::‘1 ;‘ E:I‘l‘:h;émsAltsgg' tializgé,sfnclusi ¢ in the krowledge of the writer. OFf whites and
A0 = MRS

the value of personal property varied little frog slaves, five thousand may be set down as not very

present prices, as is shown upon the returns- wide of the mark,
Corn, oats, fodder, cattle, hogs, mulesand hoh
~and everything except slaves, appear to ha
been estimated about the same as such prope |
has been for ten years past. o
Cotton was raised from the very beginningt

the Pickens planters, then as now, as the eass

e O P —
CHAPTER VI.

IN gathering together such leading facts and
incidents as go to constitute the history of a com-

; - md, Munity, the safest authorities are always the pub-
means of S‘g’?lymr%c :f:gg :}?: };:g;:;:i egag;!}l lic .records, and t}.lis is a source of information
of fiebts, an (:IE}P) had a good river to depe which has l?een faithfully consulted by us. The
uries of life. fflg i+ surplus to a good marky UnLy havmg been‘settled and brgaz-nzed as a
vpon to take o : 1611: I'P] Bigbee at an euf @Vil community, as already stated, it is natural
Joats found thcll". way up t ‘f;ﬁ ]git t}‘l an at pre that the more prominent characters should fig-
},»eriod,I f“;;t(};r})u; :.:ﬂfi:i;resg;g:?mzv timn th¢ wre upon the records of the county, in various
ent. 1cTC i )

ilere is gencrally a lower stage of water. j capacities. It is interesting to note, in the pro-
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gress of society, the history of individuals. Per:
sons who cnjoy the confidence of the public in 3
humble capacity, and discharge faithfully theit'}
duties, are seen to advance with the community,
and rise to higher stations. For illustration, i
the useful, highly respectable, yet modest office o
Justice of the Peace, some who filled this offi
within the first two or three years from the fi
organization of the county, are found afterwa
to have been promoted to offices of much mo
honor and profit. The same men are frequentl
found acting in- different official stations of t
humbler order.

Below is given the names of several perso
who were the first Justices of the Peace in Pic
cns county.

In 1821, Jacob Danby and James Heflin. -

In 1822, Thomas Shannon, Thomas F. Go:
Joseph Parker, Jas. Newman, Hezekiah Willia
" The next year, (1823,) in addition to some
“the above, there appears to have been acting
‘Justices, Silas Dobbs, Lawrence Brasier, Hen
Anderson, Joscph Morehead, and Daniel J.
grove.

The only cther names upon record, as Justi

of the Peace, prior to 1826, are Underhill Ellis

J, J. Hughes, J. W. Patrick, Thomas Nolar
and Samuel Wier. o S

[HISTORY OF PICKENS COUNTY.] 68

.It illustrates what has been remarked, to ex-
lnl')it the names of the first “ County Court,” some
of its Judges, or Commissioners, béing three of
those above mentinned, as Justices of the Peace.
The minutes read thus:

“May Term, 1821—Court present—Solomon
Marshall, Thomas Shannon, James Newman and
Jacob Danby.” '

Uiy the 7th day of May, 1822, Mr. Sheriff A.
Griffin certifies to the election of Solomon Mar-

shall, John Barksdale, Robert Cox, and James

Heflin, as “ Commissioners of the Roads and Re-
venue.”*

In 1823, the names of Underhill Ellis, James

Newman, and James Bagley, appear also asmem-
bers of this Court.

Again in 1824, this Court is foundto consistof

Solomon Marshall, as Judge, Alexander Martin,
Charles M. Holland, James Newman, and Elias
Fort, Commissioners.

At the general August election of the same

 year, (1824,) the following named persons were
elected by the people, as Commissioners: James
T. Burdine, Oliver Clark, Silas Dobbsand Thom-
83 Davis. The next year, John W. Patrick was
chosen Commissioner to fill a vacancy.

*The first business entry of the Court, is, that « George

H. Flournoy was duly elected Notary Publick.” Thi
3 . is is
ap office not now deemed necessary ig this county.
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At the August election of 1826, James New-
man, Reuben Gardner, James R. Watts, and Wnr
Crownover, were members of the Court of Roads
and Revenue—Judge Marshall still presiding.—
‘The County Court Judges were then elected by
the Legislature, for the term of six years.

Other persons who filled this officc prior to
1830, were George Wilkins, Thomas ITolmes,
Thomas Deloach, Thomas F. Gore, and David
Bradford.

" It therefore appears that one of the Commis
gioners of 1824, or over thirty years sinee, isa
nember of the Commissioners Court at the pres
ent time, namely, James T. Burdine, Esq., o
Yorkville. Only two or three of all the othe
will be recognized as now surviving, and resid
ing among us. Col. David Bradfordis one ofth
latter. He is a man who has performed muc
public service, and ever possessed the confiden
of his fellow citizens.

Below is a list of Tax Assessors and Tax Col
lectors for the ten first years of our county histo,
Ty, or up to 1830.

1st. Elijah Willbanks, elected for the year 1814
by the first old County Court, sitting as a Court
of Roads and Revenue, composed of Solome
Marshall, John Barksdale, Robert Cox, and JJ
Heflin, May term, 1822.
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Elijah Willbanks, re-clected for the year 1823.
18‘5d. Lawrence DBrasicur, elected for the year

24. :

3d. Walter Gilkey, elected for the year 1825.
Mr. Gilkey’s bond was $2,500.

Walter Gilkey, re-clected for the year 1826-
The official bond was this year raised to $3,000. ‘

Walter Gilkey, for the year 1827, reeelccted
by an “uncnimous vote.” The county tax for
this year was fifty per cent on the Siate tax.

4th. Thomas Trimier, for the year 1828, first
mlx collector and assessor, elected by the peo-
pte. \
Henry Ander%on was elected the first Treas-
urer of Pickens, in 1821, which office he contin -
ued to hold for three years. This office was filled
by the Commissioners Court,

George Wilkins succeeded Anderson in 1824,
being appointed at the August term of that year.

James T. Burdine was elected County Treasur-
erin 1827, and held the office for the balance of
?his first decade of our history asa county, after
its separate organization.

The first Coroner of Pickens, was John Barks-
dale, appointed in 1821. :

The first county Surveyor was Wm. E. Wal-
lis, appointed in 1821.

The first Auctioneerer was Owen Shannon, ap-
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pointed by the Court at the same period. Rob-
ert Henry was elected Coroner, as the successor
of John Barksdale, in August, 1824. '

Aaron Phillips, was the county Surveyor of
thesame period. He was re-elected in May, 1826,
“for the next three years.” :

William Myatt was chosen Auctioneer at the
same time. Myatt was also Coroner a year or
two later.

William Castles was appointed county Survey-
or in 1828.

It is a fact not to be omitted, in the history of
the old pioneer, Josiah Tilly, that before he left
Pickens, he was honored with the civil office of§
county Auctioneer, for one year.

Many other persons officiated in the minor of-
fices of the county during the ten years prior tof
1830, in the capacity of Trustees of Sixteenth
Sections, overseers of the poor, and Surveyors of
new roads. The last named was no light duty
in a new country, requiring both labor and judg:
meut. Besides those who acted as Sheriffs, Clerks,
Commissioners, and who received the suffrages of
the people as Representatives to the General As
sembly, Pickens like every other community;
had many respectable and prominent citizens,
whose names do not figure on public records.—
The early Ministers of the Gospel, are a worthy
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class of men, whose ambition leads them along
humbler but not less useful paths. These and
others will be noticed in their appropriate place.

———eEme——

CHAPTER VII.

JUDGES OF PICKENS.

Hon. Solomon Marshall, was, as has been al-
ready stated, the first Judge of this county. He
was elected by the people as one of the members
of the old County Court, in the early part of 1821,
his compeers Thomas Shannon, James Newman,
n_nd Jacob Dansby, making choice of him to pre-
side over their Honorable body. Their minutes
state that “Solomon Marshall being nominated,
was duly elected Chairman of the County Court
of Pickens.” This officer was also styled Chief
Justice, and under the old regime, he and his col:
leages constituted a Court to try civil causes, as
well astoact as a Court of Probate, a Court of
Roads and Revenue, and to be the general cus-
todians of the interests of their county. After the
passage of the act for the election of Judg'eS by
the Legislature, George H. Flournoy, Esq., of -
“ Pickens Town,” was first elected, but he de-
clined, and went himself to the Capitol, and at
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lis instance, Judge Marshall was elected by the

Legislature.

Mr. Marshall came originally from the State
of Georgia, at a very carly period in the history
of Alabama. Ile had been a member of the Gen-
cral Assembly of that State, and was a man of
some prominence in hiscounty, before he remov-
ed to North Alabama. He first settled in Madi-
son county, and resided there several years.  Be-
ing unsuccessful there, in business, as before stat-
ed, he removed to Pickens county. IIehad been
unfortunate in relation to his pecuniary affairs in
Georgia; from 1820 to 1830, he is identified with
the history of this county. Ie was aman of fair
judgement, active and energetic in business, en-
grossed in the acquisition of property, of more
than ordinary education and intelligence, for his
times among the pioneers. He is represented as
popular with the people as might be inferred from
his being twice elected one of the Commissioners
of the County Court, and by the latter elected
their Chairman or President, which made him
Judge, or Chief Justice of the old county Court.

e was a planter, settled the Gillespie place near
Bridgeville, was a very hospitable man, fond of
the society of his neighbors, and much esteemed
by his acquaintances. It is considered an indi

cation of popularity to be favored by the commu
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nity with a favorite appellation—* Old Sol,” was
the soubriquet bestowed upon the Judge. His
natural shrewdness has been illustrated by his
manner of disposing of the land speculators,.—
Another ancedote is told of him. A tradition
runs of him thus:—Premiging that Judge Mar-
sha!l was considerably involved in debt, and of-
ten harrassed with suits, the reader is prepared for
the following. On one occasion he was sued in
four small cases before a Justice of the Peace, by
asteamboat, for freight. Judgement went against
“Old Sol," as it usually did, and he took an ap-
Peal to his own Court, the County Court then hav-
ing juridiction in all cases of contracts, &c. When
the.se cases afterwards came up in his own Court,
he is said to have allowed Mr. Attorney Rose ei-
ther of the alternatives of removing the case into
the Circuit Court, or of taking judgment for the
amounts without the statutory damages of 15 per
cent. Not anxious for further ¢ delay’ the attor-
ney preferred the last horn of the dilemma. Like

- @ ‘just Judge,” he exhibited a fondness for the

-“end of the law,” and appears to have practiced
in the Courts pretty extensively, and, always as
the defendant in such civil cases, as debt and as-
m‘mlsit. The records show that he usually let
h.ls su.its run through all the gradations of litiga-
tion, judgment, execution, bond, forfeiture, and
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the Sheriff’s final endorsement of “satisfied."—
The old Judge was, however, a thriving man
while he resided in Pickens county.

In 1880, Judge Marshall resigned and removed

to Panola County, Mississippi, where he resided §

to the time of his death, but a year or two since.
He was over fifty years of age when he came to
Pickens in 1820 ; consequently was over sixty
when he left here, and died at the advanced agn
of about cighty-five years. Such isa brief sketch
of the long life of the first Judge of Pickens.
Charles M. Holland, received an executive ap-
pointment in 1830, which he retained till the
next session of the Legislature. He is also one
of the first settlers of this county, nearly cotem’
porary with his immediate predecessor. Mr.
Holland has been named above as one of the
members of the Commissioners Court, elected in
1824. He removed to Panola County, Missis:
sippi, about 1836, where he still resides. He i
now aged about sixty years; is a highly respect
able gentleman, a plain planter, of some means,
and is still the Executor of the will of his father,
the late Jacob Holland, of this county, and has
frequent occasion to visit the Court of which he
was once Judge, in that capacity. His father
resided over Sipsey and died in 1852, aged near-

ly ninety years. The Hollund family have re§
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sided in Pickens over thirty years, and have
extensive connections here still of high respect-
ability.

Hon. Job H. Binion, was elected in Conven-
tion of the two Houses the 22d of November,
1830. 1IIe was not desirous of the office and re,
signed in a few months. Judge Binion is also
o Mississippi planter and now resides in Noxubes
County, a few miles from the Pickens line.

A Commission was sent to Reuben Gardner,
Esq., as Judge Binion’s successor by Gov. Gabri.
el Mcore, but he did not qualify for the office, and
will be more properly noticed in another placé.

llon. William Richards, better known to our
citizens as Dr. Richards, was next commissioned
by the Executive, and accepted the office. Ho
was the fourth acting Judge of the county Court
The Doctor still resides in the north part of this
ocounty. He is an intellig»nt and amiable gentle-
man—no man ever said harm of Dr. Richards,
nor do we believe he has an enemy. At the No-
vember term, 1830, of the commissioners Court,
we recognize his official signature written in a
gtea'ly strong hand. . '

Hon. George H. Flournoy, was elected to the
vacancy oceasioned by Mr. Binion’s resigb:ution,
et the next session (1851 and 1852,) he beingthe
representative from Pickens at that time, He
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was the sixth commissioned Judge t]fxe county
had, including Marshall, within a perl-od of less
than two years. We may have oceasion to say;
more of Mr. Flournoy hercafter, in speaking o
f Pickens.
thelllzrv:,.ygzilzcl B. Moore succeeded Judge Flc:;;.
noy by election at the session of. 1834 and h.
He held his first County Court in July of the
lutter named year. His last act as Judge, ;vas
to make an entry respecting the cstate of Wa ter
W. Gilkey. Ileserved outthe full term of six
ye?}‘:.vernor Moore fills too important a Elace in
the history of this county z.\nd of the btatse’ga :
receive & mere passing notice. 'He was \
Senator from this County at Lh(? time of his e (;(:
tion to the Judgeship, and will, tl.lereforg,
noticed more at length among the Pickens Sens-
torfsion Tlenry Stith was elected Judge of the
coumy. at the sessicn of 1840-'41, and cox;{tmued
in office until the early part of 1843. e.Z:;
elected over Judge Moore, and had nevex}‘l rcmm
in Pickens until he came here to ﬁ’ll-t a o c:
of Judge. He came from Greesboro’, ;ln S rge:n
(ounty, where for several years he.a qt ! leaw
engaged in the practice'of his professxon,s t:te of
Judge Stith was originally from the _
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North Carolina, e was and is a bachelor; his
age at the time of kis removal to Pickens might
be about thirty-six. He was a selfmade man,
was for several years a close student of law, in
his own office, and made an excellent Judge ;
being a man of industrious habitg, of strict atten-
tion to the duties of his office, and reducing to a
gvst-1n the labors of his important and responsi-
ble station as Judge of the Probate and Orphans’
Cowrt.  He brought more patience, labor and
energy into the discharge of the duties of his
office, than any of his predecessors,

Judge Stith, is a gentleman of strict probity
and honor, of moral and correct habits, with fix-
ed principles, decided opinions, and an unblem-
ished reputation.  He practiced the law here sey-
eral years after his resignation of the J udgeship,
which he felt compelled to do from the inade-
quacy of the income to remunerate for its severe
duties. He afterwards removed to Holl v Springs,
Mississippi, and lived there several years, but
has lately returned to this county. For further
details of Judge Stith’s history, the reader is re-
ferred to asketch of him as one of the Represen-
tatives of Pickens county.

Josiah Barker, received the executive appoint-
ment in February, 18483, and went out of office
on the election of his sucecssor in December.—
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Judge Barker came from Tuscaloosa, and now
resides in Gainesville, Alabama. He is at pres-
ent, a preacher in the Methodist church, and is
highly esteemned for his piety and usefulness.—
He was a practising lawyer at the time he re.
ceived the Judicial appointment.

Hon. Lemuel A. Gilkey, was the next Judge
of the County Court of Pickens. Ile was elected
at the session of 184344, by but3 or 4 ma
jority over his rival, Z, L. Nabers, Esq., to sue
ceed Judge Barker, or rather to fill the vacanc
caused by the resignation of Judge Stith, The

Judge was a very young man at that time, being
only 21 years of age. Hehad been raised in this
county from infiney, and moy be considered s
much a son of Pickens as though born in it, I
father, Walt: r Gilkey, came from Union Distric,
South Carolina, with his family, about 1820, r-
sidzd one y arin Marengo county, and came
thence to ti'is county, in 1822. He settled with
his young finun'y, in the wilderness, upon Cold:
fire creek. venr the present site of Jemison's mill
and for many vears, and until his death, was onef
of the leadi: s men of the county, us already stab
ed.
Judge Lersuel AL Gilkey, wasa student at lay
at Lexington, Kentucky, he cntered early inte
Lis profissivs, is a good lawyer, and a cupabk

: §
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and safe Judge. IIe held the office until ne:y v
the expiration of his six years term, in 1845;,
when he resigned and soon afier became a candi-
date for the Legislature. He was, like all the
other candidates of his party, in that year, beaten
though lacking but few votes of election. With
a like result he ran for the legislature in 1851 ;
it is too well known, that success in party
politics is a poor critericn of merit, to requife
apologies for the Judge. If the sanction of the
people is required to give a man the stamp of
the genuine metal, then might be evidenced the
fact that Judge Gilkey was elected to the same
office of Judge of Probate by the people in May,
1855, by a handsome majority over all his higil-
Iv raspectable competitors. In political senti-
ment Judge Gilkey is, like his father before him-
a Union man. He has hitherto been attached to
the whigs, and is indeed the only Judge the
Legislature ever elected for Pickens of his politi-
cal views, It may be stated that the Legislature
was strongly of the adverse side at the time lLe
reccived their sanction over a competitor of their
ewn sentiments. Judge Gilkey is a single gentle-
man and resides (where his present office would
oblige him to live,) at Carrollton. If he serves
out his present term he will have served in that
office longer than any of his predecessors, not
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exeepting Judge Marshall, who held it about ten
years.
fair prospects as commonly flatter the young and
vigorous—Sanus Animus in sano Animo.

on. Zachariah L. Nabers received the Execu.
tive appointment upon the resignation of Judge

Gilkey and held the office until the election of

his predecessor by the next Legislature. Judge

Nabers is a native of South Carolina, Ile camef

{»» this county a young man, £oon after gradua.
ting from his Georgia Alma Mater, at Athens.
e has resided in this county eleven or twelve
years, is a man of family, having married his
first wife in Pickens. 1Ile is a lawyer and has
also been editor and proprietor of a newspaper,

the VWest Alabamian, published at Carrollton.—§

in political affinity with the Democratic
party and was elected one of the Representatives
{0 the General Assembly in 1855. He was the
tenth Judge who qualified and acted in that ca

1le 18

pmrit.\'.
Hon. Martin L. Stansel was elected to fill the

vacancy created by the resignation of Judge
(iilkey, at the scssion of '49-'50, but owing te

ihe abolition of the old County Oourt he heldf

the office only a few months. J udge Stansel it
woll known in this county, having been a resi
qent of it from boyhood.  His father, the Rev.

e is now in the prime of life with asg
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William R. Stansel, removed from Washington
county, Georgia, when his son was seven ge'm
old.. Judge Stansel is a gentleman of litzr';r.
a.ttamments, a graduate of the Alabama Uni\;egf
sity and by profession a lawyer. He is a youn‘r
;na.n and at present single, having had the mis{t
att)‘l (t)t;rll‘;aotﬁnl)?]sc a beloved companion. He resides
- .At the last session of the Legislature (1855~
36,) Judge Stansel was elected one of th’e Trust

ees of the University, his Alma Muter, an hon:’n:
of equal value for the literary man aild scholar

- to any position that could be enjoyed. Ilis pro-

ieT?ion i]si the law, in which he has shown him
sell a thorough business man attenti "
clients and his duties. wientive to his
From a series of sketches i
; mostly biegraphie:
o(fl t.he ﬁul}];c officers of this,county whifh ;)ppltcz':i,
ed 10 the Pickens Republican i ollow-
s e publican 1n 1854, the follow-
Hon. Tristram Shand
y Thomas the pres
Judge of the Probate Court, was the ﬁrstp‘;ii?lrl:
of that Court and the first elected by the peop’%‘e’
;mder the new law. Ile was elected in x\la\;
849 by a handsome majority over his single
o

‘opponent, the last Judge of the old County Court

being himself the last Clerk of the same, a fact
1 « « u

- we may state with no disparagement of his riva!
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Judge Thomas had been twice an unsuccessful
candidate for office, against popular and strong
men, who in the race came in not more than
half a length ahead. In 1844 he ran for the
Clerkship of the County Court aganst Ge.n. Bos-
tick, and he had made a previous race with Mr,
Sherrod for the same office in the Circuit Court.
Tn August 1848 he was elected Qlerk of th'e
County Court which office he held till the aboli-
tion of that Court.

Judge Thomas is one of the earliest settlers of
this county. e was born in 1800 in the coun-
ty of Wythe, Virginia, whence he removed to
Kentucky when a boy, and came from there to

Pickens (while a part of Tuscaloosa) in 1818 §

resided, subsequently, one year in th(? St?.te ?f
Tennessee, and has spent most of his life in
Pickens. His father, the late George Thomas,
removed to this county with his family many
years ago, but sometime later than his son, the
old gentleman and lady, the motber. of Judge
Thomas, having both deceased within tl.le. last
two or three years. Ilewasan excellent citizen,
an honest man, a good patriot and an orthodox
whig of the old revolutionary stripe. _

Judge Thomas has for many years be.en ali.
censed preacher of the Baptist denf)mmatlor.l, :{nd
is at present in the constant habit of officiating
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as such. Ile is a self-made man, of a naturally
strong mind and sound judgment, with such
practical education as a reflecting and inquiring
mind can acquire by its own resources through
industry and perseverance. As a judge we be-
lieve he studies what is fair and right, and if he
ever errs it is owing to his too extreme caution
icst he may do wrong. The dignity of a court
i sustained as much by decision as by a too pru-
dent halting between two opinions.

The present Judge of the Probate Court is in-
defatigably laborious—acting as his own clerk
for the most part—courteous and obliging and
ever at his post. He is the last upon our County
Court docket both as Judge and Clerk.

Bince the above sketch was written, the sub-
Ject thereof has departed this life; Judge Thomas
died the seventeenth day of June, 1854, His dis-
ease was an affection of the liver, with which he
bad been afflicted during his whole life. He

left a large family of children and numerous

relatives within this county, besides many friends
to mourn their loss. Two years of the term for
which he had been elected Judge, remained un-
expired. Hedied as he had lived.a firm believer
in Christianity, esteemed and deeply regretted.
The successor of Judge Thomas, by Executive -
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appointment, was Ilon. A. B. Clitherall. Judge
Clitherall, though a youngerly man, has filled
so many important public stationsand has been,
and still is, so prominent a man in Alabama, that
the author has been at some pains to obtain the
following facts of his eventful life:

-Alexander Baron Clitherall, youngest son of
Dr. George and Caroline E. Clitherall, was born
at Smithville, (Fort Johnson,) Brunswick county,
North Carolina, on the 12th December, 1820.

On the death of his father,in 1829, the family
removed to Newbern, Craven county.

In 1832-3, Alexander went to school to Mr.
William Bingham, in Hillsboro’, Orange county,
- North Carolina, and in 1835, went to the Pre-
paratory school in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. In
1836, he entered College, but in February 1837,
his mother being about to remove to Alabama,
he left College and returned to North Carolina
and thus ended his scholastic education.

In June, 1837, Mrs. Clitherall, with her son,
came to Alabama, and Alexander went as a
clerk into his brother’s store, Maj. George B-
Clitherall, in Greensboro’, Greene county, Ala-
bama. In 1839, he removed to Tuscaloosa, and

cntered as law student with the IIon. E. Wool- §

sey Peck.
In January, 1841, he obtained his license in

[HISTORY OF PICKENS COUNTY.] 7l

the Supreme Court, but rethained in the office
of Chancellor Peck until July, 1842, when he
removed to Pickensville, Pickens county, Alu-
bama. ’

In November, 1845, he married in Noxubee
county, Mississippi, Catharine G. Hayes, and in
January 1847, removed from Pickensville to
‘arrollton where he now lives.

In 1842, Mr. Clitherall was elected Assistant
Clerk of the Alabama House of Representatives
to which office he was re-elected in 1843—"44-'45.
In 1847, '49 and '51, he was elected Principal
Clerk of the House of Representatives, but was
defeated for that office in 1853.

Immediately on the defeat of Mr. Clitherall
for the Clerkship, he was tendered and accepted
the Clerkship of the Committee on the Judiciary
of the House, and received on the floor of the
House high encomiums for the manner and mat-
ter of several important reports on legal and
constitutional questions, prepared by him. Atthe

- same session he was the Legislative reporter for

the Advertiser & Gazette.

In 1858, he was a candidate in Pickens for the
House of Representatives on the Democratis
ticket and was defeated with the others oa the
same ticket,

In December 1853, he was clected Grand
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Worthy Patriarch 8 the Grand Division of the
Sons of Temperance, and served for that year as
such, and such is his ardor and enthusiasm in the
cause of temperance that it is very probable he
is as proud of this as any one of the numerous
honors he bhas received.

In March 1854, Hon. Turner Reavis resigned
the Judgship of the seventh Judicial Cireuit, and
Mr. Clitherall was tendered the appointment by
tiov. Winston, which he accepted and held the
Spring Term in that Cirevit for that year., The
Ion. E. W. Pettus was elected to the vacancy.
Judge Clitherall was not a candidate before the
people.

In June 1854, the office of Judge of Probate
for Pickens county became vacant, as already
stated, by the death of Hon, T. S. Thomas.—
Judge Clitherall received the appointment and
discharged the duties of the office until he was
superseded by the election of the Hon. L. A-

Gilkey, the present incumbent. For this office §

the candidates were Messrs. Gilkey, Clitherall,
Kastland, Dunn, Kilpatrick, Ballard and Thomas.
Judge Clitherall fell fifty-eight votes behind the
successful caundidate, being the second best in
the race. :

Ia 1856, Judge Clitherall was appointed, at
the Montgomery State Convention in which be
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was a Delegate, one of the Delegates to the
Democratic National Convention, to assemble in
Cincinnatti-on the first Monday in Jure 1856,
to nominate candidates for the Presidency and
Vice Presidency.

The Judge is now, as appears above, about
thirty-five years of age, in the vigor and health
of anhood’s prime, standing somewhat over
six feet in his boots and a mould to endure yet

many a year’s wear and waste of the gnawing

tooth of time. Ile is eminently qualified for
the duties of the official stations he has held.—
Asa Judge he evinced, both upon the Circuit
Bench and as Probate Judge of our county both
legal ability and business habits, added to quick-
ness of perception and sound judgment. He is
aready and telling writer, and has used his pen
not a little in political discussion and controves-
sy, having been for some time editor of the West
Alabamian, a Democratic paper at Carrollton.
Judge Clitherall is a professor of religion, and
an active member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. The leading characteristic of his mind,
as a moral man, is to pursue the right, right on-
ward, strait to the mark! His friends sometimes
think hir too direct and uncompromising in the
pursuit of the main object, and that where he
has failed he has to blame himself for using not
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still actsin the public capacity of County Admin-

~ istrator, an office for which his previous position
as Clerk, renders him peculiarly competent.

~ In 1843, Mr. Bostick was elected Major Geus

ral, of the second division of the Alabama Militia,

his competitor being a gentleman well known i

this State, the Hon. Benj. F. Porter, in whom our

and is so still. Heis not so tied up to party but
that he can sometimes vote for a friend, and there
was talk of reading him out of the Democratie
-Tanks in former days on this account.. He is &
man‘of strong feelings, perhaps prejudices, He
. possesses active conscientiousness, is naturally re-
| Jigious, and we venture:ithe remark that he is’
friend found a “foreman worthy of his steel.” [ thoroughly dissatisfied with himself whenever
The General is not an ordinary character. Hef not in the active discharge of the regulations and

is possessed of much mental capacity,- sagacity§ obligations imposed by the discipline of the
-and a sound judgement, is an excellent judge of

| church to which he is attached by education and
men, with no little foresight and ability in lay

3 jnclination. We never knew him to commit a
- ing out his plans, having far more intellectusl§ mean act, though he might a rash one. He is

calibre than is allowed him by his every day as :hospitable, gocial, -anecdotical, and understands
sociates, simply because he is a deeper man,

:f"ihe crowd—Iloves his friends and hates his ene-

~ possesses more mind than he has ever developed§- mics—which last, some author says, is neitherthe
or, probably, will ever develop at his time of li

best nor the worst character in the world rand
Whenever great powers have lain too long dotf far better than some. Take care! You are, ‘nev-
mant in a man naturally sluggish, they are nof: er more mistaken than when you think you have
easy to be aroused, besides that, it needs carlf§ the General. That is just the time he hag got
discipline and education to enable 2 man to us o o

L youl - m :
his natural talents. The distinguished phreng"; -They tell some official anecdotesupon the Gen
logist, Dr, Crane, of New Orleans, gave him -

| eral of the olden time, but one must suffice as a
“charter” fully corroborating these views of W specimen. It was in the early days of Pickens
i it history while Judge Wm. Richards, whom we
“bave had occasion to name, was presiding in the
. Lounty Court, in a building which is still extant

the ontskirts of Carrollton. ' It “was:winter,

and
ang

.General. HE
General Bostick is a Democrat of the Andre
Jackson school, though a native of Abbeville
.He was a Union man in the days of N ullificatios
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| blue noses, red noses, and all the noses, seemed
to set with their usual composed ‘dignity upon
their respective countenances, - - ...
.+ We give this tale as told to us, but - do not
§ vouch for its authenticity, so let not our two re-
specbed friends, the J udge and Clerk of that pe-
riod, hold us responsible, O E A

and the weather cold and dry, the gentlemen of
the Court, Officers, Lawyers, Judges and Jury,
were cold and supposed to be dry. Thealcohol
ic fluids were not then in as free circulation asis
the genuine “ Dexter"” at this time in some of thd
counties of Pennsylvania. Buteven at that pri
medal day it was in great requisition if all ae
counts be true. The upshot of the matter wasj
there was no Lguor in town, within the knowledy
of the Court andits attendants, Atleast, the Cou
had no official cognizance of there being any o
the “ good ereature " about. We except the Clerk
ITe saw that the Judge was blue, the Jury col

EE e e

. Some eighteen months have ‘passed ".a.way' ;
since the above sketch of General Bostiok. was_
prepared and published as an ephemeral Dewspa:
‘per article, but within that time, the subject' of it
thas passed away from the earth! He died on |

the 22d day of January, 1855 : -
restless and blue, the Lawyers wore a gloomy asf#% y , suddenly of appo..

: ! ; exy, in the town of Carrollton, at home, sur- -
 peet, all lookiug as if they would as soon be bl rounded by his famil nd friend 2
as not. The Clerk, our friend, the General, halfff 5 y ¥ and friends, but unconsei-

. ous of their presence. He Aty

~ foreseen this, and prudently provided againsti eight. pres e b agedal?voggﬁimf}&
- A few days before Court, he had purchased s+

supply of the “needful” from an itinerant wagfsuccessor of General Bostick, as Cletk, " being

goner, and at that blue moment happened to haw|
then and there about his person, a short allow-J s
;o

ance of the “blue ruin”—so goes the tale—h i M, o o
turned his coat-tail towards the Court and tookfs~=-: - T
care to shake it so adroitly, coram wvobss, his hor LT CHAPTER IX. - -

or, as to display a small flask in his pocket.

" Presto! The process of adjournment is said t
have been gone through with in “doubie quid
time,” and for the remainder of that term,

‘ SHERIFFS OF PICKENS, . |
b The officer who executes the decrees and man,
dates of Anglo Saxon Jaws as pronounced by ju,
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icial tri is called High Sheriff/ We anfl 08 .“superior in rank to any nobleman therein,”
) dicial trlbunaIS, is calle g, ﬁ 4 haYlUg numerous under-sheriﬁ's, bailiffs and gOﬂl?'

ted to venture a few learned pasfg 1
strongly temp ers, ““‘who must neither buy, sell, nor farm theiz

. sages on the origin history and duties of She ; ! ¢ ’ ;
iffs under the comn;on law, in imitation of Blackft ofices, in a forfeiture of £5001” e was Iligh

stone and other astute commentators, but s 1 Sheriff, grand as a lord anc! had a posse comz't.atw
regards the first, it would run us })ack to timef as long as ‘the_ !sallf of a k'xtae-—-but .thes.e .thlngs\
immemorial, and we all know ' bis dl:ities i m:;zr::l_:)ghﬁed_ to suit- our re ubhcan-dax /
js. To say that Sheriff’ was derivedfs®n¢ generation. ' SR
;'rrl:)):f rtl:vg%Saxon woryds, and was vice-comes it~ Mr. Adino Griffin, the first Sheriff of Pick~
latin, because he was the Shire-officer and depuiyf®a8, removed early to ﬂ!ls county from«Abb.e.-
of an Earl, would be too literal a copy. In vergVille District, South Car911na, aud was elected in -
- old times he was the “people’s choice,” to quofle1820. - He served out his three years term, and
-from an ex-sheriff of Pickens by the side o3 8aid to have made an honest and upright offi-
Blackstone, so that “commons might choose sug po- He was a good natured and simple hearted
" as would not be a burden to them.” Later thglman, with “"hOSE} good mnature his friends some-
gheriff was elected by the King from three perfli-time took liberties. They have some anecdotes
sons nominated by the Chief Justices, Baron ;.bout. hxm still extant, one of which exhibits. the
Chancellors and great State officers, and so ol
to this day, the choice being made #n crast
animarum—on the morrow of All Souls.” *

fzation of the county, Mr. Griffir being then
By way of impressing our present excelies  Sheriff, _The anecdote runs that the Judge told
vice-comes with a realizing sense of the digniy ﬂle Shejnﬂ' to open Court,
of his station, we remark that in old times tiff Sheryfi—*I ,open Court? How shall I open
High Sheriff was a Judge for all matters up e Court? T don’t know any more how to open
£40 sterling, a keeper of the King's peace, ;court than a bob-tail ram |”.
ministerial officer of the Superior Courts of Jufle: Jz:,dge-—-“ Go to the door and say what I tell
tice, and the King’s Bailiff. He was by &y (Sheriff going to doo_r.) - “Now cry, out
- common law the ‘first man in the County," bg Q) yes! O yes! O.yes!” e b
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Thomas Davis, third Sheriff, came from “Ab-
- beville Distriet S. C., first to ‘Kentucky, thence
_+to Marengo, thence to Pickens, about 1819, " Ile
- married a Lampkin. Ile was elected Sheriff in
+1826 and served out his term.” He removed to

Choctaw county, Mississippi, where he still re-
sides, a large planter, age about 55, «: ¥ a
 Mr. Henry White, the fourth Sheriff, ‘came
Arom Abbeville Distriet, South Carolina, as early
-8 1823, with his father’s family, Robert White,
Who died in Pickens, * “ Henry” as every body
_calls him, still survives among us, and is as fond -
~of catching fish as ever/ and as successful ; he
earries in his breast as guileless a heart as ever
;-2 man that never had any enemy but himself.
““Henry” is a bachelor, aged sixty-eight years,
. ‘He was deputy under his predecessor during all
- his term and was elected to succeed him in 1829, -
~“Henry" laughs as heartily as any one at the -
jukes they still preserve against him. One of
Ahese is that he came near being sent to jail on
_one oceasion for contempt of Court. He was
~lying on a bench nearly asleep in the Court
louse when Judge Lipscomb having need for
“him, inquircd—* where is the Sheriff?" Henry
. Tuse suddenly from his recumbent ‘position ery-
_ing out, “Here is the people’s choice,™ and ever
 Siuce that day he has been known as the Dpeople’s -

Nheryf.—“ O yest O yes! O yes!” .
- Judye—*Now open Court.” - R
Nherif.—1 open Court! I open Court! I opar
Court!” : o
- Judge—"* Now you've done it !” (vexed at t
olficer.) o ' Co e
Sheryf—* Now I've.done it! now I've don
- it! now I've done.it!” -
- So, at least, the account is, as we receive it, b
some allowance must probably be made. Mr
Giriflin removed to Mississippi in 1835 and di
i Chickasaw county about two years ago, .
- Mr. David Taggart the sccond Sheriff of Pic
ens, still survives and resides at Yorkville, bein
now aged over.seventy vears. Ie came fron
~ ‘Abbeville, also, was elected in 1828, served ou
~ one term of three years and made a respecta
officer.  He is the father of Mr. William Taggan
‘ot Yorkville, and of the late Moses Taggart.
Mr. Taggart is one of the first settlers of thi
county, and is one of its most respectable citi
zens. ' le is a plain planter, living in comforta,
ble circumstances, esteemed by all who knox
him, and the patriarch of his neighborhood. Tk
is eofemporary with these pioneers who settle
st Yorkville very early in the history of Pickens
In politics, the old gentleman, like all his gene
ration, has acted with the whig party, - -~ .¥
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chorce.

~ mer, the first Representative from this county,
was security. The question as to the liability

upon the forfeiture of such a bond, may be lef
Mr. White is as chivalrous as

to legal casuists.
ever towards the ladies, and boasts of receiving
a valentine last February, wiiich he still carries
in his pocket! ¢ Uncle Henry” is a first cousin
-of Gen. Bostick and nephew of the late Mm
Edwards,—he is a gentleman at heart and in
. the kindliness of his manners. It is a pity
that one fault should mar so fine a character, and
destroy his public usefulness. ) it
- Mr. Benjamin F. Roper was the next Sheriff
succeeding Henry White, whose deputy he had
been nearly all his term, being elected in 1832
Mr. Roper left Virginia with his family in 18%
“for this country, and on his journev had the
misfortune to lose his first wife. He married his
-present wife in Pickens, Miss Montgomery was
her maiden name. - Mr. Roper is among the old
est settlers of this county, and has seen it in all
the phases of its history, civil, religious and por

Another anecdote he always takes in
good part. It is said that he once levied ons
tract of land to satisfy an execution, and took a
bond for the delivery of the said land at the Cour
Ilouse door of the County!”  Reuben II. Grant
was Defendant in the execution, and Boly Con
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!itical. He has raised a large family here, and (
itis to be regretted that he has removed from

among us to the city of Mobile. . Ile is too well

known to our readers to require a history from
us, having been twice Sheriff of this county, and

- held several minor offices, besides baving been

the landlord of one of the Carroliton Ilotels for |
many years. - Je sold out the Phoeenix Hotel
vow kept by the widow of General F.. W. Bos-

~ tick, in 1858, and has just opened the “ Roper.

House™ in the city of Mobile, where, for two

- seasons he has kept an excellent Hotel. g
.+ Mr. George G. Childs was elected in 1835, and.. -
- served out his term  making a fair-Sheriff, . He
. came here from one of the New: England:States,
-~ about 1828, and went to merchandising at Pick-
ensville.
A T. Henly now lives, in- that town. Ile has
- resided in Mobile of late years, was of the firm
-of Childs, Hibbler and Pearson, and is now en.

Mr, Childs built the house in which

gaged about the Mobile cotton houses.

“* Mr. John F. Nabers was the seventh Shéri!f

of this county, being elected in 1838 and serving
out one term of three years. :

-+ Mr. Nabers was born in Madison county, Ala-
~ bama, Mareh 7, 1810, was raised in Jefferson coun”
1y, this State, and removed to Pickens in 1835.
. He was electcd Sheriff three years after he be-
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-~-Mr::Davis was bore in York District, South:
f Carolina, in 1814, which renders his present age-
about 42. He removed to this county in 1833y
 and was engaged in the useful occupation, ife
| which George McDuffee once engaged, that is tos
b ray, that of School-master, in the years 1834 and;
'35, at: Yorkville, in this county, being then 24 .
‘ikyears of age. In 1837, Mr. Dav;s went to Tex-
- a8, and was a volunteer ‘in ‘the revoluuonary- :
| struggle of that young Republic.” In the two -
. subsequent years he was employed asa surveynr_'_.
 of the public lands, and as deputy clerk in the - |
bolexas land office, using this ‘resource ‘as the!
. means of recruiting his purse. .Ile admits thut.
[ be went out to sow -bis: wild- oate, and that'in
¢ oowing them he scattered his pedogogical savings-
€ =-his expression is, bis funds became exhausted”
E and he alledges: that he became- disgusted witle -
*that country on account. of its great destitutiowr -
“in law and morals,; and hence retumed to- Pick~"
1 _enscounty in Nuvember 1839, vy i
-« The adventures of Mr. Davis ‘in- Te*:as WeTe
- of a romantic, though rorgh and arduous char-
. acter. " He tells you ““a plain and unvarnished
 wle,” of being i’ the imminent deadly breachl” .

{ amid most of the horrors of war,~ He slept
Mr. William H.. Davis was the next Shenﬁ | upon the ground in the woods™ six months, : LA
| ofl ickens county, elected in 1844 ... s . g

b one time, was lost three days in the forest,-withe- .

3

~came a citizen of the county, a fact which speaks |8
well for his standing and popularity, and sue-
cess-at making fuende among strangers. * He
went into the Commission business at Mobile
with the late Mr. Kelly after retiring from ther
Sheriffalty, and continued a copartner in the:
house of Kelly & Nabers until his death in Aus
gust 1844. e left a widow, the present Mrs.
Dunham, of Carrollton, furmerly Miss Lacey, &
lady whom he married in the couut.y of Jeffer-
- son before he came to Pickens. « - - . i
- Mr. Nabers sustained -a -fuir reputation as a
- -public business man, lived respected and died.,
“much lamented. He was a man of popular man-
ners, of a warm-hearted and generous temper~
ment, true to his friends, and having a bold fronk
to his enemies, if the truth has been represented.
to us. - He held the office of Sheriff at a period:
when it was unusually profitable, and managed:
to save out of it a fair competency, being ini [f
moderate circumstances when elected, g
"Mr. B. F. Roper was again chosen Sheriff in
1841, and servid out his second term as an effi«
clent public officer. . Mr. Roper baving even
been a decided whig in his political opuuon was
both times elected as such. - SR
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out other food except sweet potatoes and jerked - idea how to shoot, an employment which -the

beef minus salt. In 1838 he joined a detachment § writer- of these sketches, has no intention, as

under General Rusk, present Texas United States | ‘whilom, a pedagogue, ‘of disparaging, *
Scnator, against the Caddo Indians. On one L o Mr. Davis became a candidate for the office of "
occasion he was detailed as one of the advanct § Sheriff in 1841, but we have stated above that
guard to penetrate the swamps in search of the §-Mr. Roper was elected: that year. In 1844 he.
cnemy.  They took an Indian prisoner who (. Was again a candidate and successful, receiving -
rarned out to be the son of the Uhief of the tribe. f§ # majority of all the votes polled, his opponents
This was near the town of Shrieveport on the f§ being Messrs. Renfroe and Upchurch. © Mr. Davis -
day before the treaty of peace, and ro near did %“"married;the second daughter of J. T. Burdine,
they come to a fight with the Indians that they l8 Esq., in 1842, his present amiable and accom-

~ were drawn up in battle array. The Indians ¢ Plished lady—of one of the oldest families in the
came to a parley and finally agreed to deliver up

pomty, Mr. Burdine having removed from South
their arms till after the war in Texas was over.
At an encampment- upon Red ‘River, above

.Carolina almost as earl ¥y -as there are dates upon: -
-our public records.  The history of Mr. Davisas _
Shrieveport, Mr. Davis took part in an indigna¢
tion meeting, and made a speech in favor of

a.Sheriff, a commission merchant and business
- man-as well as a public'man, is too well known
burning the United States Agent in effigv, bes
eause he was thought or known to favor the In-

10 require enlargement at our hands, - il e
% The political -views of Mr. Davis may be gain>

dians and to wink at their depredations. - The

commanding General interposed and prevented

cd.,frqm the subjoined extract from a communi-
the consumation' of the act in the streets of [f

| ation to the Republican, before the- August
election of 1851: - e
Shrieveport. : " [f: MR. EpITOR :—Allow me, through the columns __
Mr. Davis again engaged in the favorite pas f°r)'0'11' paper, to address {he_'-voters‘-of"‘Pickel.S‘ -
time of George McDuffee,* in teaching the young [ ®ounty on th?“m'o{nentous issues. which now ex-
. «ite the public mind, and upon the decision of

<y

*The Ex-Sheriff had a habit, wheneyer speaking of the
- respectable occupation of teaching, of referring to George
v;.-‘McDuﬁ‘«.e! of whom Mr. Davis is a great admirer, % Geo:

| MeDuffee once taught school.” The wags bkg;g'grétt
. much laughed bim out of the said bakit,: * %%
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which depends the perpetuity. of- our - political:
fabrie. R
Fellow-citizens, I have no political interest to
subserve. I have at this time no aspirations for,
official station. - Being free from influences of
such a character, I desire calmly to address you
as freemen, and as American citizens. I rejoice
in the appellation of an American citizen. It
will afford protection to him who bears it in any:
part of the habitable earth, where civilization and
knowledge have enlightened and dignified the
human- mind. The mere mention of the name
. of Roman citizen once afforded protection to the J§
~ greatest apostle that ever went forth into thef \
world with the sound of salvation upon bhis llld a8 deadly in its..influence as the¥imoon of- :
lips. -~ ' - ¢fSirocco, or the exhalations.gf the fatal Up.'is, and
~ Weshall,ina few days, be called upon in the fwhich, if- triumphant in the ensuing.’ electior, i~
exercise of one of the most inestimable rights of %l sooner -or later, “inevitably+undermine tha -
freemen, to elect representatives to Congress and f§ %undations of our national prosperity and'break "
also to the State Legislature. It behooves us@¥pthe only republic on earth where man walks "
therefore, to examine the positions of those who P_mudly and undisturbed in all-the freedom of
« sk our suffrages, who aspire to stations of such [§ bis natare—the only asylum where the oppress-
___high responsibility. Upon the action of currep fg¢d and: down-trodden. of all natinns are invited
resentatives depends the-fact whether the liberty/f§#0 come and partake of the waters running4n
the rich-inheritance secured to us by a noble antf§freedom’s land.” This- party is the most dangers~
.renowned ancostry, shall b» transmitted free and fEees, because they are numericall y strong, pro-- h
unadulterated to our posterity-——whether anarchy. ﬁung attachment for the Union, and at the same.»
< shall seir.e her bloody flag.and waveit in triumph: hl(ngildvocatitig“the same viewsof the most rabid »

.over-the broken and shattered fragments of the
American Union. ok R
;’«e:’l‘he fact cannot - be disguised that there: isa
Party in our-country which seeks the dismember.*
‘ment of the Federal Union, and upon- its mol-
dering ruins the erection of a Southern Confed-:
eracy.  Those who desire the accomplishment of -
this unhallowed object, depreciate the value, tho
:blessings, the glory, the grandeur of* that Union"
‘which Washington, the father of his.country de-
clared was the main pillar in the edifice of liberty.~ -
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upon the political paradox of. the right of sepa.
rate State secession. Are we now not free? are
we not now independent, and in the enjoyment -
 of all the rights, privileges and immunities cf
 frecemen?  Let us not experiment with so dan-
- gerous a remedy as secession, for fear we'may
80on be called on to write the epitaph of liberty :
'll'ke the man in health who took a dose of medi': -
cine and died under its influence. “He wrote his
form believe in the right of a State to secedeJ§ 9Wn epitaph before he died in the following lan- .‘
from the Union and in that even they say it beJ§ guage: “I was well; I wanted to be bettor oI
comes the duty of the other Southern States wjg am here.” R s 4
~ gustain her in the act of secession. Now, it is sjf 4
demonstrable as any problern in Euclid that thaJ§
doctrine is as *dangerous in principle and indeffbers of Congrees, tlirough the . columns *of the
fensible in practice ns that of immediate secesfisWashington (D. C.,) Republic, which cannot in
sion itsell  Are you prepared, fellow-citizényJ Justice to Mr. Davis, well be omitted fromthis -
‘at.this time, to give encouragement to sectionsjAketch, particularly since its object: was to press
lists by electing representatives who advocarfithe claims of Mr. M. Fillmore, for a re-nomina-
the same principles, who are actuated and dire
ed by the same motives, and who breathe thff ®

tion..at. that time for President of the Unijted

 Sltes.  Although Mr. Davis and other ardent
same spirit of opposition to the Compromis fﬂmlrem of President Fillmore, did not then suc-
which was eonsidered at its passage, as a find geed in placing him in nomination, yet, ver-'.y re.
seitlement of the slavery agitation forever ?+{ff sently, four years later, it is asignificant fact, that a
trust not. I call upon you in the name of owff Political party has made choice of that disti r;guish-
common conntry. to break asunder the shacklef#d Statesman, as their candidate for the highest
of party.  Walk forth independently to the pollygiflice in this government. But it is not designed .
and by your votes, put the seal of condemnatio gIve a political bias to our modest history.. -

and immediate Becessionist—the right of a State
to withdraw from the Union whenever she may g
deem a cause sufficient, regardless of the inter:
est of the remaining States. This party through
‘the instrumentality of Southern Rights Associa
tions, has lashed the public mind into a furiow
storm of excitement by pandering to sectional
prejudices and sectional interest. Those who
~ denounce the Compromise and the Georgia plat
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. CARROLLTON, June 2d, 1852

- Jo Ilon. James Abercrombie and Hon. Alexandet
' White. B
- (GENTLEMEN :-—My attention has just been call.
ed to your letter published in the Republic, of May
12th, and addressed to the Chairman of the Car
rollton District Convention. As Chairman of

" that Convention, I deem it proper for me to make
a brief response to your letter, as well to vindk
cate ‘the action of the Convention, as to expres
what I conceive to be the prevailing sentimentd

S:'ate, could not be confided to safer hands, o1
wiser beads. It was, therefore, resolved, so,fnr
as this District was cor.cerncd, to name-you f?;r
L that placa. . To our surprise and regret, yt;u have
-thought proper to decline the appoin.'m,ent. We
-eannot doubt the purity of the-motives by which
You were influenced in coming to that de termi.
l;n.uf)n. Your patriotic effrts in crushing tlu;
#pnit of faction at home, and “fanaticism :ubc;o"d
_th‘l.xpho]ding the banner - of the Cons'itutio;;ai
Union: party of the South, -have been to often
the Union Whigs of the District, in regard tothf§ ¥epeated and too long continucd to permit u;; l A
propriety of being represented in the Baltimorf§doutt for a moment, the sinoeri,ty of your 0"1::

Whig Convention. % ¥ictions against the propriety of meeting i 3
e . k ! A eeting in Coii- -
The Convention over which I had the hono g in Coni

prention our-Whig brethren of the North, =%
~ to preside, declared it inexpgdient to hold a Stawgis-Conceding - thus much, I cannot perceive the
Convention, to appoint delegates to the Whiglkwisdom of the course You propose for us to -e
National Convention, for the reason that all thef s pur-
objects proposed - could be as well accomplishelffand I think the-Union Whigs of the District,
by the separate action of the scveral Districts—~gand of the State, will be slow,"to adopt them i
* Tt became necessary, therefore, for the Convenfleast, without one more effort to preserve the l:ll‘i
tion to take scme action relative to the appointgty and nationality of the whig party, and do jus.
ment of delegates for the Stateat large. Knowzftice to those fow devoted me: of the ’North “'.]h(,
as you were, to some of the members personallrbraving the contumely” and reproachies :)f th;
and to all by reputation, to have been active@ifictions -of - their own scction, have interpose d
zealous, and reliable whigs, and above all, asdegithemselves, and the powerof theirofficial station
voted friends of the Union, it was tho ight thigrthe protection and preservation of our‘Cox;stif

interests'and honor of the Unicn Whigs of thelstional rights, -~ =<7 o0 =yt in.
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To your recital of the grievances of the South,
jts just causes of complaint, and glf)omy forebo:
dings for the future, and the terrible struggle
tarough which we have just passed, ‘Ihave noth
ing to say in reply. The former is buta tod
truthful record of the growth of a power which
if not wisely met, threatens to destroy our mog
cherished interest, while the latter is too vividl
impressed on the recollection of us all, to be &
sily obliterated, or wantonly renewed. ]‘Sut
simple question to be determined now, i+ thi
‘When a Chief Magistrate, and h? a Nort 3
man, has discharged the duties of his great offie

Southern whig gratitude, they will pernsit no such
foul blot to'stain their fair escutcheon. * On ths
 contrary, they will stand by those who stand by
Millard Fillmore—while there is the faintest
 hope of rewarding eminent public services, ren-
dered, in times of greatest peril, in their, and the '
 country’s behalf, But, with all due deference to -
your better judgment, I do not conceive the
‘omination of Mr. Fillmore as by any means
L hopeless, or improbable even. If the whole
South is-represented, as I trust it will be, it will
 present a solid phalanx in his favor, with the -
exception of the little State of Delaware, making -
with such scrupulous fidelity and impartiality sane hundre.dvand .nine votes fUl‘. himr to start.
to wring reluctant applause from his bi_tteresl op Lwith, .It w:ll. require but thlfty-slx more to se-
ponents— when by so acting that Chief Magsffeure his nomination, and T t.hmk I could show
trate has brought down upon hishead the anab! here and how he will ‘obtain them.  But thay k
emas and most determined opposition of the : :'.0‘_11(1 exte.ndthls _communication ,beyond tl.le s
tionists of his own section—when such a manigbimits I design for it. - Next to Mr. Flllrfu_)re in
a candidate for re-election, shall we aban.  the Tegard and confidence of Soutl'ler-n whigs, is ‘
him, without succor, without sympathy, and il Daniel Websfcer. Shou.ldl they f&l! In securing
no sign of recognition of his self-sacrificing dewfbe nomination of t!:eu' first choice they will,
tiou, to the tender mercies of /s, and our con bu.blless, glgdl.y avail themselves of the oppor-
mon enemies? This, and nothing less than thyenity _Of .testlfymg to th.e Great Ex_p?un(.ier their
is what I conceive we are called upon todo whagg#ppreciation of his services by nominating, and:
we are asked to absent ourselves from the Naffslecting him to the position to which his intense
tional Convention. No, gentlemen, if I undgfgtriotism, his unfalt.enng devotion to the ‘Cfm"'
stand any thing of Southern whig sentimcnt,k italion and the Union have long eatitled him,
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< struggle, and it needs only the excitement of an
“,electlon to draw after them the rank and file,—
Tiel Webster ? §Mding upor: their old platform the re-org;n-
" You say, “Our opinion is that the Union o 12erS presert no tangible point for the Union
-the South would do more to secure the noming..
tion of good Compromise men in both Nationg:.cannot be kept long in existence. Whenever
- Conventions by keeping aloof from, than by gfl +like occasion presents itself, it will rise like tha
ing into them.” If that be true, those * abolfl .Pheenix, from its ashes; till then, its mission o
tionists” whom you decline meeting in Conve .. accomplished. : ' B
" tion, are much cleverer fellows than I had s That the Union whigs of Alabama will be
~ posed, and all that is necessary to secure figga represented in the Baltimore Convention is .
“ finality of the Compromise, or the passage of ufi.“fixed fact.” By the time this reaches yo .
" measure beneficial to the South, is for Southe delegates will be on the way. Soit wi]iy b:’ 0‘:1: ,
“ynembers of Congress to leave their seats "‘ Georgia and Mississippi. Such being the c‘;ls
- come home, and let the abolitionists have it ¥ beg you, gentlemen, to reconsider Sour aéte"
“their own way. - \defermination, and to accept the position assi ny
 Again you say, “But why should we abandgiieed you. Your position as the Unionvwhig Rﬁ g
“this (the Union) organization 7" The posiificresentatives of the State,. your acknowled epil
"of parties has materially changed since youk fiabilities and public services, will add dignit, agnd '
" the State in November last. Then the UnifiaWeight to the delegation, and we hope wiﬁ not
* party, flushed with recent victory, and strong s hgl'vithout efficacy in controlling the, spirit gf
" numbers, was formidable to its opponents, vk tion, and securing the nomination ofI') some.
“lay powerless at its feet. Since then the Sod ¢good and true man, in whose support we can all
ern Rights party has been disbanded, and l‘dially- unite, Very respectfully
old democracy reconstructed upon their ance - Your ob't seri;’t, WM. ﬁ DAVIS, .-
principles, the loaves and fishes. The re-orgiligl - ’ T
-izers have drawn to their ranks all the leads ‘-William H. Davis is a man of a r eétabl -
. demoorats who co-operated with us-in the rew ' A demical cducation, ‘_..pf', considerablzgp;eadgnge

And who doubts that the Constitutional right
“of the South would be safe in the hands of Dz

—
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and intelligence, possessed of much force asa sister of our present subject. The history of Mr."-
speaker and' debator, so much so that his friends § Bryan is well known, since the last named date,
might justly blame him, with such talents, for § to most of our readers. He engaged in business.
not becoming more eminent. Such advantages [ 8¢ Yorkville as a merchant, afterwards went to.
added to his Tespectable port and bearing and “Mobile, returned to Pickens in 1840, and acted
his excellent qualities, ought to be brought into|§ % deputy of W. H. Davis, whom he succeeded
reqmsmon as the means of rising in the world 3‘*" the office, as above stated.
" e is, however, at the present time, again a cat- . Jesse W. Bryan, Esq, enjoys a more eXtGHSWO

didate for the office of Sheriff of Pickens at tho "( mP“t"‘u"‘“ than any of his predecessors, or suc-
'electlon in 1857. cessors, as we feel bound to set it down, with all .

‘Mr. Jesse W. Bryan, the late landlord of _lédeference to other rather celebrated gentlemen-

‘the “Exchange” was the next Sheriff, elected in o His celebrity is of that enviable character which~
_Augusf, 184:9 over two wh]g competltorq Mt Press alone can confer, and Wlthout Whl(}h a

&
B. F. Roper and B. G. McAllister. Mr. Brya . great man is. nowhere! It would be sheer af- <
‘is a native of Kentucky, was born in Christia _

 fectation to zgnore ‘the clever story of ¢ Cash and i
county, August 17, 1819. * His father migratel Bear,” or “Jess. Bryan's Bear Fight"—a tale -
to Alabama in 1820 and settled in Sumter cour i of three heros, at least! which has been toldy -

ty where he was engaged 'in business with Get- ﬁpnbhsbed nay, s'ereoty ped, from Oregon to Tex-

oal Gaines at the Choctaw Agency, and didff which had its ongm on the Gulf of Mexico,
.,was about a “ Bar,” taken, for aught now knowr; '

‘there when Jesse was only four years old. Hsje
* mother’s maiden name was Hawkins, she benq; b Jtothe contrary, among the Rocky Mountains!

‘own cousin of the renowned David Crocket.~ be tale originally appeared in the West Ala-
‘She settled at this place after the death of her§. bamnan from the pen of Judge A. B. Clitherall,
husband and here she died. In 1840, Mr. Bryn w!bowmu how a natlve came it over a bear man,
married his present estimable lady, who is' sl There is arich vein of humor in this 1mm1tably: |

%Y
"sister of Mr. John Alexander of Carrollton.” “1E ytold story, which is a much better illustration of -
‘is stated that the ﬁrst Carrollton wedding’

' 8 Judge Clitherall’s ability to write, than any ..hxgg
. the marriage of one'of Mrs, Brya‘n’s“ﬂaﬁgh | said in eulogy of his powers Is runs thus.
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" Every man, woman and child in Pickens
county, knows Jess Bryan. And to those who:e'
circumstances unfortunately compel them to live
elsewhere, we would say that Jesse is the present
Sheriff of the county aforesaid. And further-’
more, we have the authovlty of the present Sec:'
retary of State, for saying that he was the finest
looking Sheriff who earried the returns of the
last Presxdenual election to Montgomery. 7

" On reaching Montgomery, Jess went to the
Capitol and was introduced to the Secretary;
#J am happy to know you, Mr. Bryan, said the
affable Col. Garrett.

“I am happy to find you do,” replied the

Sheriff, “for since I put on these blacks I ha.rdli

know myself.” »

aches have the boys had from laughing at his
nubbin ridge and Sourwood stories. One of his
we will now give, premising that the gist of ihe
tale consists in his rich mode of telling it, and
that it must lose much by being read.

this county, I was in Mobile, and on one day I
saw a erowd moving out toward the Orangs
Grove; I joined it, and learned that a match
_fight was to come off between Jim Burguss's bull

%@ tiled cur dog, sung out: ‘I'll be da.rned if Cash
L can't take that bar.’ iG
| | «‘What will you bet of that ?’ suid the owner .
EA of the bear. :
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'E dog and a tame bear, for five hundred dollars 8.
side, one hundred forfeit.

“ As soon as the ring was formed the dog was-f, K
tarned loose at the bear, and after one round he.

Astayed loose—no sort of talk could make him’
‘clinch again, and Burguss paid the forfelt and
drew off the dog. P
i " #Justasthe crowd was about to dlsperse, a t.al‘ P
. B 1aw boned native from Chickasaha, who was re”,
i joicing in the owunership of a big bony, stump-

4

* 4411 go my pile,’ said raw-bones, and draw-

mg out the foot of an old stecking, he shelled out
i twenty dollars. The bear man covered yho '
Jesse is our crack tale-teller, and many sides '

tventy and the ring was again formed. -

¢ “Now- gentlemen,’ said Chickasaha, ‘I wish .

b ltto be understood as how nobody goes enter

L this rmg but me an’ Cash an’ the bar, and nos
body ain’t got to speak or tetch but me.’

* “This was agreed to, and the bear bemg un-

*¢ Some years ago, before I got to be sheriff of muzzled the word was given.

; “4I00k out, Cash; mind your eyes! Watch

l: -~ bim, Cash!’- crled raw-bones, as Cash, with g

 prudent regard for his own interests, kept at'a

] (espectful dlstance his bristles standing J;p hke




104  [HISTORY OF PICKENS COUNTY.}

the teeth of a harrow. As soon as Cash had
taken a position a little in the rear of his foe,
"".und out of the range of his paws, hismasmr
shouted, ‘take him, Cash!*

“ With one bound Cash seized the poor bruw
by the root of the ear, keeping his body side by
* side with his enemy, so that the latter could not
possibly strike him. s

“‘Keep outen this, ring, gentlemen, cried the

owner of Cash. ‘Bring him here, Cash!’ Cash,
I»y main force, dragged the bear half around the

ring, without once exposing himself to t.he fari.
ous blows of the animal.

. “¢Shake him, Cash I Again the brave dog
shook his foe until the bear’s teeth fairly chat-
tered with pain and rage. Still Cash, by keep-
ing yard-arm and yard-arm with the bear was a8
- safe as if he had been in his master’s cabin.

“The owner of the bear seeing that the bear
could not bring bis arms to bear, could not bear

‘to see Cash bear the bear in such a bear-faced
manner, and gave up the day.

“‘You give it up,’ said our man. ‘Wells
then, gentlemen, clar the ring—Cash leaves when
he do leave ’em. Hold him, Cash! You say
it's my money, no discounts, no nothing? Wateh

your time, Cash. Let go, Cash 2’ R &
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+# With a single spring, Cash was ten foet be- :

’ yond the reach of the bear’s paw.

% ““That's a right pert bear, said raw-bo_neSr
‘but he ain’t nigh such a good one as me and
Cash has tuk.. 'We got one this fall as measuredI
nine foet from snout to tail tip. ;
# ¢ That’s a lie, said the discomfitted owner of
the bear, ‘you never-saw a bear that large in
your life.’ :

“‘Thaint? Well,I'llgoyou these two twen~

; ty dollars on that branch of the subject.’ -

» 't Tt's a bet,’ said the bear man.

- UWell, come down to Georﬂe Dayis', and

we'll try the case.

:a “The crowd all accompanied the parties, a.ndl

v

we soon reached George Davis’ Store. o
. “!George let me see that biggest bar skin I
let you have a spell back,’ said our man. ~~ -

~ . “Davis handed ont the skin, and it measured
- pine feet one anch and @ half !

b, ‘Twenty to start on, and twenty are forty;
- and forty are eighty !

Sweet J——s! Whoop !
" Good evening gentlemen,”

Come here, Cash.

| sang the overjoyed native; and the last I saw of
. him be and Cash were eating ginger cakes at-the

market-house.” )

" ¢ Mr. Barnabas G. MocAllister, succeeded Mr
- Bryan in 1850, the vote. in the previous contest
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between these two now ex-Sheriffs, showing a-
difference of only twenty-nine, a third candidate, §
(Roper,) being in the field. B.-G. McAllister:
was born in Bedford county, Tennesse, and re-!

to that fact as it was to his own personal popu-*-
larity. Coming among us an entire stranger,’
| having no connections of family or influence to-
| forward his interest, with nothing' but himself-
moved to Greene county, Alabama, with the rest:| and plain—* Mc” to aid his cause, hig success*
of his father's family in 1826, where he remained [ should be deemed no little remarkable. Hehad
until 1842. His becoming a citizen of Pickens: | the good fortune to create favorable 1mpressxbns
at that time was what we may call accidental.— § among the people. SERE:
He was on his way from Greene with his mother, As a public officer, Mr. McAlhster has sus-

rembving to North Mississippi, when, near the. |f tained a fair reputation. As a man of business;”

Garden, in Pickens county, his mother received: & prompt and energetic—a man respecting. himself
an injury from a fall, which occasioned temporss:

- and the office he held, and by his straight forward -
ry delay, but meanwhile he became so well pleas-: 4

L course, maintaining the confidence of the people
ed with the location and people of Pickens, that | which he was so fortunate as to gain by the per-~.

he determined to settle here instéad of continu< [

| formance of his duties, he stands with an unsul- it
ing his journey. He settled near Pickensville— [ lied reputation. It would leave this sketch i m- »

became one of W. H. Davis’ deputies in 1845—: . complete not to state this important fact—thatas”
ran for the office in 1847 and in 1850 was elect: [ one of our best Sheriffs he has saved for himself’
ed over Thomas P. Harper, receiving four hun« t more than any other whose business was not’ '
dred aud thirty-five majority; the largest ever, greatly mare profitable. It may be added has
before received for that office in Pickens county: § o G

¢ saved fully as much for others.
Avoiding, a8 is aimed to be done, all political In 1854, Mr. McAllister was elected Major
bias in what should be an impartial history, it

7 ~ General of the Alabama Militia, to fill the va-
may be permitted to state, that Mr. McAllister B cancy caused by the resignation of Gen. F. W
was an independent whig candidate against the

| Bostick.. His- majority over an opponent who
nominee of a secret party caucus, which at this

! | lived in the county of Tuscaloosa, was very-
day, notody cared greatly to defend or apologize, v

 large. v ‘ e
for, .and that his large vote. was as much owirg @ 1In'the spring of 1855, Geni McAlhstet reeew-s
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edthe regular nomination of the Know Nothing, [ or censure, has not arrived. His health has beén
or American party, of Pickens, as their candidate
for State Senator, which he declined to accept
In the fall of the ‘same year he removed to the
State of Mississippi, and located himself in busi ¢

ness at Aberdeen in connection with a large®

mercantile house.

ered a marrying man.

Tandy P. Duncan was the next, the last, and
is the present Sheriff of Pickens county, having
been elected in August, 1853. He was born ia
Fairfield District, South Carolina, on the foup
teenth day of August, 1816, removed to Pickens
in January, 1833, but the next year went to the
county of Bibb, where he remained until 1838,
when he returned to Pickens.
most all the minor offices from Constable up to

Sheriff, which are the gift of the people in ou v'--six, and until lately, seven reside still in' Pick- -

.en8 county and four at Carrollton. Two reside
 in Mobile, and one out of this State—the other
two are dead ; the widow of one resides at Car-
 ;ollton.  Six, or more than half are South Caro.

Republican country™—was elected Justice of the
- Peace at Henry’s precinet, in 1849, and tax-cok
lector, in 1850. In 1849 he was beaten for the
latter office by Petsr McGee. Mr. Duncan'’s chid
opponent was Jesse Bryan, the hero in the Beat

Fight. -
Mr. Duncan’s term will expire in 1856, and
therefore the proper time to speak in his praisy
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b for some time past, in such declining condition
b that he has been unable to transact the duties of
f his laborious office, save by deputy. Mr, Dun.
{ can has ever fulfilled the duties ofsthe various
£ trusts which have been imposed on him with en.

: b tire fidelity. He is social in his nature and his
The General is a bachelor of an age ranging :

between thirty-five and forty, but is yet consid: 5

manners, and popular with the people. | ;,;’(

CRGATRE

—

RECAPITULATION. - ¥«
SHERIFFS OF PICKENS, o

Adino Griffin, ' B. F. Roper, W. H. Davis, ¥
 David Taggart, G. G. Childs, J. W. Bryan, *
Thomas Davis, J. F. Nabers, B. G. McAllister,
| Henry White, B. F. Roper, ' T. P. Duncan. "

L *Of the above eleven, every man filled out his-

| ful term, (Mr. Roper two,) except of course, the'
He has held ak

present incumbent. The two Davises are not
related, five are democrats and six are whigs

Iinians, and four from the famous home of John

-C. Calhoun, the District of Abbeville, Of the

other five, but one was born in this State.” The

| Sheriffs of Pickens have been men'of the people;
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Self-made, plain, business men. Taken together§:County Court.” and to be elected annually. The

they will undoubtedly compare most favorably@iact of 1827 changed the tenure of office o three
for efficiency and ability, with the same numbef@syears, to take effect in August of that year, ¥ &
<of Sheriffs, for the same period, and length df% There imno hesitation in saying, that the mem-
time, of any county in Alabama. : f,bers of the Court, or Board of Commiss'ione].s’uiu :
e | Pickens, have possessed a large share of those
}‘,.‘qualitieg required by the nature of their office, :
_and have, by their economy and good manage- -
| ment, thus far, maintained the credit and the re- '
b spectability of the coun ty in ap eminent degree, .
- @-within their sphere of action. - S
Gentlemen who have, from time to time, filldfs. 1p, Avgust, 1830, David Bradford, Reuben
the office of Commissioners of the Court disGardner, Thomas Deloach, and Thoras T. Gore,
roads and revenue since 1830, deserve notice afswere elected as a new Court, of whom Reubes,
- this history. It is a responsible position, m rdner was re-elected.: Mr. Gardner had been
- of honor than of profit, but it is no sinef:ure. [itwice before elected. by the people, first-at the
_The people generally seek to place in this ofielsgeneral August &l cction, in 1826, again. at the
~ -men of sound judgment, business habits, finan “August election of 1827, the last time for thre¢ .
- 7al ability, and possessing a knowledge of the fyears as above stated; consequently he “ad al.- -
- cessities of each and every section of the count dy been four years Commissioner.” il s
».They need to be firm, impartial and honest; the
~duties, as prescribed by the act of 1821, werel
“To levy the county tax, to lay out and dis .
tinue roads, to exercise all the power in relat
to roads, bridges, highways, ferries and cau
ways which belonged to the Orphans’ or Countg
Court; and to appoint such county officers asam
_(were) directed to be appointed by the ( d

F

—
i CHAPTER X.

COMMISSIONERS' COURT. -

d their first Court, August 10, 1830, Charles
Holland presiding as Judge. o

t the general election in 1838, William D.
rgrove, John Vance, Burwell Ball and Henry -
ossaman, were elected by the people. In Feb.
Y, 1835, Bennett Atkinson was elected by
Court “To fill.the vacancy.of John Vance,
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removed.” In August of the same year, Davilg

consisted of Maj. Robert Henry, James T. Bur-
Archer was elected by the Court ¢To fill the

' dine, Thomas C. Lanier, and John Shockley.
vacancy of Henry Sossaman, removed.” :

| In 1852, by virtue of one of those changes -
At the August election of 1836, John W. Mid§ which our anstable legislation is constantly pro-

dleton, David Archer, Robert Henry, and Bur  ducing, another election for County Commission-
well Ball, were chosen Commissioners, Samud

i ers resulted in the choice of the same perdons,

B. Moore being Judge at the time. These pa-f last above named. At the October term, 1858,
sous served out their full terms.

, Whitaker W. Guyton was elected by the Court
August 1839, Robert Henry, Burwell Balf

| tofill a vacancy occasioned by tke resignation
. John Story and Thomas H. Wilson, composed

“of Maj. Robert Henry. Mr. Henry had been a
the newly elected Court, and served until hetl member of this body since 1836, with the ex-
three years term expired. *

{ ception of the term of three years, when his son,
The successors of the last named Court, Blf

. James Henry was Commissioner. The cause of
1842, were Robert Henry, Burwell Ball, Thoms [ kis retiring was kis declining health, infirmity

H. Wilson and David E. Woods, the lattcr beingls

s and old age. He made one of the most eﬂ‘iciex_it
the only new member. All served their full @ public officers the county ever had. 5.4 -
terms, : ’ ;

; @ " In 1854, a new Court was elected, composed
- At the general election in 1845, Maj. Robetf

R : .~ of Jumes T. Burdine, Esq., Capt. William Gib-
 Henty, Col. David Bradford, Capt. James Gibf son, Col. William McCracken and Col. Fergus '

son and David E. Woods, Esq., were clecillf McDowell. The next year (1855) the same gen-

Commissioners. All these gentlemen served Wl tlemen were all re-elected and constitute the
the full term., ° ' C o Tyl

‘§ present Court, with the exception of Thomas C.
\ The next Commissioners’ Court, elected at the f"hnier, chosen to fill a vacancy occasi onad by
regular August election in' 1848, was composiff the decease of Col. William McCracken, ' Col.

of David Bradford, James T. Burdine, Jamsi: MeCracken died soon after his re-election, in the

Henry and John H. Hargrove, who all servll autamn of 1855, respected and lamented by all

out their entire terms of office. - -+ v =

 who knew him, both as a public cfficer and pri-
- In 1851, at the- August election, the new.Col B vate citizen. T. C. Lanier, Esq., his sucecssor,
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1[is unanimous election by his present colleagues §

"js an ample certificate to his fitness for the office
and the estimation in which he is h-eld by the
‘people of this county asa Commissioner. Of

Capt. Gibson, and Col. McDowell are plain far-
mers, men of prudence about their own affairs,
and not therefore, less likely to take care of the

public interests. The vote which the people i

volume.

— e@————

e
-

CHAPTER XI.

CIRCUIT COURT CLERKS.

Circuit Court and held the office through one
term, going out in 1825. This gentleman wass
prominent citizen of Pickens for severa} y.ea.rs(!f
_ jts carliest history. e now lives in Mississippi

_ John Barksdale ‘died soon after his el,ect.ion,’

4

B
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- serving out but a small portion of his four years
term.  He was one of the first settlers of . Pick-
| ens, was father of Berryman D. Barksdale, one
¢ of the County Court Clerks, father of Mr. Jas.
! Barksdale and of Mr. William Barksdale, the
the other members of the present Court, special [ latter still a resident of Pickens county. -
mention bas already been made of Mr. Burdine. | time, by judicial appointment. He was quite &
. public character as agent for the Choctaw Indi-
| ans for many years. He was succeeded by Thos. .
. F. Callahan, who was elected by the people in
have given all theso gentlemen, at different ’ 1826. Mr. Callahan served out his first term

times, is the best eulogy they can receive. Their - and was re-elected in 1830, but for some alledged
My * (= :

presiding officer, Judge L. A. Gilkey, has been | irregular conduct, one of the Circuit Court Judges .

spoken of at length, in another place in this’_

Reuben H. Grant held the office but a short -

: displaced him in a still more irregular manner.
i and appointed Charles M. Holland, clerk. pro
{ lemin his place. Mr. Callahan carried his case
§ tothe Supreme Court, where he was reinstated,
| He was, however, impeached afterwards, and
~§ broken from his office.
~§ moa one ofthat day, intemperance, a failing not
_ - § yet obsolete among men. This gentleman sub-
> i i first Clerk of the §

Peter Kilpatrick was the frs  reyolutionary cause of that Republic, and is said
s Whave been one of the victims at the Alamo,
 along with Crocket and other brave men who
- there fought and died as heroes. He is represent-
. ¢l by those who knew him well, as a high-mind-

His fault was a too com-

sequently went to Texas as a volunteer in the
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ed, chivalrous gentleman ; as a man of great per-

sonal popularity, and of much ability, fond of

excitement and adventure, and perhaps better
fitted for border life than for sober citizenship-
He came from Abbeville, South Carolina, to Pick~
ens while a young man, and was still young when'
he fell at Alamo. : ’

John Adams was elected to succeed Mr. Cal-

lahan, at the August election of 1833, and served
through his term. He was a native of Tennes.

see, came 10 Pickens about 1829, and left it soon |
after he went out of office, and was afterwards a |

Mobile commission merchant. During his clerk-

ship this gentleman contrived to gain an extrato |
his name, and was sometimes called John Quiney |
Adams, it being about the time his namesake was
prominent before the country. While cle.rk of |
the Court, Mr. Adams carried on merchandizeat :
" Carrollton in the house occupied by the Repub- |
lican newspaper, and now owned by its presefnt j |
raling
" Samuel Wier was elected in 1887. This gen-
{leman also came from Abbeville District, South
Carolina, so prolific in its migrations to Piélms |
county. Ile went out of office in 1841, and'diéd 1
June 28, 1842, 2s the marble slab which stands

proprietor, the author of this work.

in the Carrollton burial ground informs the passer

by. His consort, wko lies by his side followed;
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. him only a month later. The large orphan fami-

ly left behind have grown up in this community
where they are well known and respected. The

deceased was a brother of Mr. Andrew Wier, of
Carrollton, and of Mr. James Wier, who are too
. well known to need eulogy. Mr. Samuel Wier
isalways spoken of as an honest and upright

man, a good citizen and a loss to society. The

. Wier ancestry were Protestant Irish, which is as -
| valuable an inheritance as an American need
| boast. The parents of these brothers (and of
L several sisters and other brothers)) came from
i Northern Ireland about sixty years ago. They
£ .were. Presbyterians like most of the Scotch-Irish
 people who inhabit the shores of the North -
 channel. James Weir, above named, was born
b .in Ireland, but the younger members of the famj-
 ly are natives of South Carolina. ‘

| James B. Sherrod, the late Clerk, was the suc-

cessor of Samuel Wier, elected in 1841, and rc-

elected in 1845, apd again in 1849, having held
dbe office till last August, (1858,) or for a peripd
«of twelve years, being the only person ever twice
elected, except Callahan. He ran for the office
b 401853, but was defeated. Mr, Sherrod camo -
| Jrom North Carolina to this county about 1837,
| ollowing here some ofhis relatives, but at a much
| dater periol. He is a nephew of Randall Sher-
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f for Hugh L. White, for President, and sincethat
t day he has been a whig in politics. Mr. Sanders
E held several offices of profit and trust, before he

retired from the office with a handsome profit ff W25 elected to his present office, such as tax-
from his twelve years service and labor, and soon collector, census-taker, assessor and the like. Iio
“afterwardsremoved to Pickensville, where heand § +bas been and still is a regular preacher and pas-
his family at present reside, at the old Henly f !orof the Baptist denomination, and is so well
place. He owns a plantation near Fairfield, and ¥ ‘known to the citizens of this county, that it is
devotes his time to Agriculture. | unnecessary to become prolix.in eulogy. \He.is "
* In the canvass of 1855, Mr. Sherrod was the Jf -2ttentive to the duties of the office, attendmg
"nominee of the American party of Pickens, and | -personally to business and to_the calls of the
became a candidate as such, for the Legislature. s : ;
He received a highly respectable'vote, but fell
‘short of an election, the regular Democratic tick- §
et prevailing that year. Mr. Sherrod had always
been an active Democrat, and as such, a pretty
ardent party man. Although he makes no pre-
“tentions to public speaking, yet, before that can.
vass was over, he had learned to make a res
tab]e effort on the stump. ‘
* Cornelius B. Sanders succeeded Mr. Sherh)d,; ]
‘and is the present Circuit Court Clerk. He'isa
“native of Raleigh, North Carolina, whence he re-
moved to South Carolina, Si)art.enburgh District, |

rod, Sr., who was one of the very first pioneefs
of these parts, coming out from the old North
- State, as early as 1819. Mr. James B. Sherrod

The rapld settlement of tlns part of Alabama,
rwas unprecedented in the history of the new "
Staoes, as has begn already hinted at in the fore-
 «going pages. The causes of this sudden filling
-up of the country by whites within the first few
. fears afier the organization of Alabama as a
when a small boy, thenee to Union District, whére serritory, and her admission into the Union a a
he was raised, and hewas about twenty-one years § +State, have also been briefly noticed. We haye

old when he came into Pickens, where he has Jf #the authority of Col. Pickett, in his history.of

“since resided, His first vote was cast here in 1836 f§ #Alabams, to corroborate what. has,already been
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b nearly all the original purchasers unwilling to

| pay for them. Consequently, nearly ‘all” the

i lands in those counties hud been relinquished o

i forfeited, including, in many instances, the dwell.

¢ ing-houses, gin-houses and other improvements

b and the question wes, whether adequate relief

¢ should be obtained for the former purchasers,

and those holding under them. Judge Clay and
| Capt. Davis were both advocates of pre-emption -
| Tights, to the settlers on public lands, ‘and ‘relief
 -totheunfortunate purchasers, who had relinquish-

. ed or forfeited. Such was the migration about

- the period above named, (1R28,) of these disturb.

.ed North Alabamwa settlers to ‘Pickens, that she

§ vas found entitled to three Representatives- in

Pickens so rapidly was the latter. Speakingof | | the General Assembly,at the second apportiqxle
the Congressional canvass in 1828, in the Mad: £ ment of members, L e
son District, betweéen Capt. Nicholas Davis and Tl.xe Act of Conglzess, d1v1dmg‘tbe‘Mlsm§sxppi
Governor C. C. Clay, (that District being then § ‘Tembc?ry,. and erecting the Eastern part of it into
composed of the counties of Madison, Jackson, § 8 Territorial Government, under the name of Ala- ‘

- Limestone, Lauderdale and Lawrence,) Mr. Pick- § bama, was passeg March 1st, 1817.  Pursuant to

- ett remarks that the government of the United § this Act, the ﬁrst.Tf:n-itorial Legislature met at
States had sold all the lands in the other counties § St Stfaphex‘zs, on the'19rh of January, 18.18, seven
of the District, except the two first named,fi!;_ - counties, vm:—‘.Madlson, pauderdde, Limestone,

- 1818-'19-'20, under the credit system, whieh ] .XObxle, Baldwin, Washington, and Clarke,. be--
then prevailed, at such enortous prices, as un« § ing represented. - The county of' Tuscgloosa. was
der the ‘change brought about by the reduced. §-established at that first session, including Wltllm .

. prices of ootton..rend.ered,manyl..ul;ablp,u.amif; berboundaries: the ‘whole present area of Pick-

said of this subject. The facts, however, ab.ove
- stated, were gleaned entirely from conversations
with our old citizens before the writer ever read
-Col. Pickett’s valuable work. ®
-Merely natural causes, or the natural course
of things, could hardly have precipitated such a
rush of emigrants upon a new country. Was
mightdoit; gold might do it; a fanaticism m!gbt
-do it, as in our day we have seen whole regions
“of ‘our newly acquired, or newly organized ter.
‘ritories, peopled up as by magic. Let California
and Kansas be witnesses. But man is.not = |
gregarious an animal as to move in' flocks or |
swarms, without some adequate motive ahead;}
~or pressure behind. 'What contributed to settle |
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ens. The nextand last session was held at the 1823, before Pickens ha. d a separate representa-

same placein the Autumn of the same year, (1818) E ¢
“at whif:h ses§ion the then county of Tusc.aloosa.!, 3::12’0:: (iov‘:gf;f:::: :riin?g:: or; }())resente(i:f?[‘ us-’“
including Pickens, was represented. At this North Carolina, before he removed(;ngigelsia .y
second session, Gabriel Mf)ore was ;Speaker of b At the first gen:aral election under th: ne . ;:n .
the House, and James Titus, Pregident of the B congtitution of Alabama, he was a candi;\;te ?:13'

Senate, Wm. W. Bibb, Governor. James Tith § Governor, But was beaten by his opponent, ‘Wil-" -

had been the sole Senator, at the previoussession, ® 1.0 W. Bibb, receivin g 7140, and ti
- * ! y y wan mg

holding regular daily sessions to decide upon the & 1908 votes of an elect; ' :
Acts of the House, and opening and adjourniog - enal yz;:s']c; da; ei;itﬁznéo%: tygg::i p’;‘suiz:'

-with all due formality. The first House was conr . e
posed of thirteen members. - - loosa, and was long a prominentmian in the State,

: ) @ He was an old fashioned National Republi

~ In1819,the Convention to form the State Cov 8 Giyavs anti-Jackson, and after the br ez;gmam

‘yention, under the Act of March 2d, of the same @ soe st Republican part " Honiv Ol g up -

year, convened in Huntsville, on the 5th of July. ® He resided in Tusealo oys’a until hY d athhlg"“ ;
The county of Tuscaloosa, (still including Pick] 1sdeath in 1851,

. and died 1 and |
ens,) was represented by Marmaduke Williamg 8.4 . e(lie a4 an adva;nced age resp?cted a_n:lw lg.
and John L. Tindal, two gentlemen well knows = The apportionment of 1828, under ihe Con.
‘to many of our readers. Some of -the leading ® itution, gave Pickens county- one" member ¢
"members of this important body, were Arthur . 0

the House of Representati ,
“Hopkins, Israel and James Pickens, Thomas and § presentatives, and, at the’ Au.

| gust” election f 1824, Mr. B
_*John D. Bibb, Nicholas Davis, C. C. Clay,"A. P.§ chosen to the State Leéisla:urff)l%e? :v::ill'lo::

:Bagby, R. Saffold, Wm. R. King, Harry Tout B sgain the next year, and ' .
min, Gabriel Moore, John W. Walker, and Yar § ‘mbeequently, Jm,;;:?ng e::viidh;“"engé e
maduke Williams. B : ppe ok 1

Lawrence Braisier for a
. e E year or two.
<" Hon. Marmaduke Williams, whom we aree& * The burnin
. : £ we 8 of the State-h ome-
titled to consider our own Representative in tht§ g ouse at Montgome

17y and the consequent destruction ot th B
* . _ € puirc
‘Convention, and. who represented us as~lat§ o 3 words, has rendered. it ‘inconvenient to ob%din
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all the journals of the House, in order to obtain
from them such an exact account as would be
entirely reliable authority. It is found that the
- recollections of the oldest inhabitants disagree
as to the times and number of times that Messra
Counor and Brasier represented Pickens. [t
believed, however, that the order of succession,
“prior to 1829 below presented is correct.

. Boly Conner, Esq., was one of the first settlen
-of Pickens, IIe came from Tennesseeat an early

- moved to the State of Mississippi and died then

about 1840. : i
Lawrence Brasier, Fsq., came to Pickens from]
Marengo, was twice elected as above narrated,
was a candidate the third time and beaten by
' Flournoy, removed out of the State soon after]
“his defeat and still resides in Northern Mississip
-pi. He resided in the North part of Picken,
‘where yet reside several worthy and respectabls
citizens of the same name, 1is relatives,  <#|
Hon. George H. Flournoy was the next Rep
resentative from Pickens county. ' He took his
‘seatin the House at the eleventh annual session,
_ began on the third Monday in November, 1824,
MY, Flournoy has been noticed as one of the
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: J.udges of the County Court, elected at the ses«
| slon of 1831-'82.  He is said to be a man of fine
1 nblliti?s and of much influence in the county at
| one time. He removed to Mississippi

1836, andisdied at Starkville in thafpStaatto?:
f 1840, compardtively a young man. - -
| ' John O. Kilpatrick represented Pickens at the
 twelfth annual session. - He was also a member
| of the House at the succeedirg session.” The
t name of this gentleman often appears upon ihe
‘period, was a.plain planter,a popular man in his §
day, and after enjoying the honors conferred up-|
on him by his fellow-citizens of Pickens, he e

public records of Pickens county.in its earlier

history.  He was tax-collector in 1829, or the
| year before he was elected to the Legisla;:ure. :
% Dr. Peyton King, a cotemporary . member of -
‘the House from Jefferson county, at the session |
 of 1830~'81, and subsequently Senator from Pick.
ens for two terms, found Kilpatrick a trouble-
fome member. The Doctor narrates that Col
K.xlpatrick was the cause of defeating a favorite
il of his own for appropriating money to buy
| eventy-five op.one hundred negroes to work on
L Jome 1mportant‘roads in the winter, and the
- mavigable streamsin the summer.
imys Dr. King, “by the cbstinacy of the then
imember from Pickens county, Col. Kilpatrick

although the latter pretended to favor the: -bilLE} '
»John C. Kilpatrick left Pickens county:wvery

sbruptly in the year 1885, Mr. William.\Wils

‘It was lost,”
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son, one of the very earliest settlers of P.ickens,
who bas been mentioned already, a remdfmt of
the North part of Pickens, was shot. down in the
summer of 1835, at home, near his own door,
about twilight. He survived only twel‘lty-fnul
hours and his frequent dying declaration was
that he came to his death by the hands of this
person. They were neighbors and had hada

i nding.* v :
Ivflvl;‘l;:]ed:vr:itt:r feelgs a desire to draw the veil over|
dark and mysterious deeds. - Yet, truth musti: |
—':Twelve years afrerwards, the writer was employed a4

f be concealed by one who undertakes to speak:
| fuithfully of the past. : S
L - Mr. Kilpatrick, as has been stated, was tax<’
 collector in 1829, It is narrating facts that were
Dotorious at the time, to state that Robert Jemi-
ton, Jr., Esq., now State Senator of Tuscaloosa
county, then a resident of Pickens and an jnflu-
ential man in Pickens, issued ‘a handbill charg.
- ing Kilpatrick with defrauding the county Treas
| sury as tax-collector. "It may be further stated, -
that Goodloe White, brother.of “Henry White;

aused the evidence of defaleation to-be nailed *
¥pon a tree in the town of Carrollton. -+« + " -
: i a note given for the pun B i1l ) Wilson above spoken of, lived at the -
- an Attorney, “f)' b:’;ﬁ\galzu;:al:r%?zold by thge Administratols §& W id ’f..M GIP 1 0l live a b ;;
c}'ﬁel?n:,cml:on and purchased by George G. Child, oné gEWesent residence ol Mr. James. Gunter, a -we
°§ h‘ g‘heﬁg’s of Pickens, noticed above. One thousasd W known citizen of Pickens county, who afterwards .
goltla?'swas recovered out of Gen. F. W. Bostick and Ja ; s

) . vere @ married the widow of the deceased.  Dr.'B B P
lerks noticed above.  They went # A Aty
?;ﬁﬁ'i‘éﬁfé&?é’, :xgélégecl:aftrer was insolvent. - W ilson bsd @ Wilson, the present State Sevator from ‘Pickens,
 tefased to sell this woman to K;}IF?:;];; “v';g“*;g"::r: with G Ur. Jason Wilson and Dr. William C. Wilson,
understanding between them. = #ll of Carrollton, are all sons of the unfortunate
. he shot which caused :
while enduring wortal agony from t ished she aloae
his death, on account of this slave, thut he wis 20 arrests made at the time, and no indictments
ininit longer. This womaa @guyq 4o0inst anv person or ersons '
thoughts thatshe should remain in it ilds. passed B° ag Yy p p .

. was therefore sold, as stated, purchased by Childs, pa George o Flournoy represented Pickens in
paluiet i t likely tobe now found wherever Kb Bshe vears 1839’33 beine the fourteenth and
}’zzzzfﬁleadyll?emsovildedyboth are still alive. The writer J : c

f good and bad men, without the least discrimiar #0 years of political and civil life, with on]ypne ‘-
3’:11&,5“ good and bad actions. L mber of the lower House.- “The apportion.

i
g

i i ith his last reques,
,and it was in accordance with his : .
a slave Ban who was shot somysteriousl y. There were
might be sold out of the family, for he could not bear the |
through several hands, disappeared from this county, and it g
cannot reconcile it with his duty to place side by side the [ffleenth annual sessions, Pickens had now had



