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ment of the session. of 188884, such was her
rapid incrense in popolation during that ter
years, pave her two more members, and st (h
clection in Auguet, 1884, the fullowing gents
e were the successful eandidatea: A upmstos
I Wooldridge, Henry: Sceanman and Lineold
Ol -, ; s 1 e
reAugustos B Wooldridge, Faq; removed frod

Georgin to Pickens connty in 1821, e was and
He ropi
E‘_ .-il'
fuir intolligenos and good sense, sonnd and prad

iwa plunter and now resides in Texas.
resanted Pickenk but onee, was a pentlenan:

tical, easy, ulluble: and popular-in his monner

Cundof fine address and appearanee. Heleft hew

1880 or MO, fur-n permanent residence whis

- henow divess e paid-aovisit to MickensSn b8
FIBGS TN V) F T N e NS S :

- yulTenry Soesamdn, Eay., eolleague of Mr."WW ook

i aie 0.°1.%

Fh;.?-.i,dﬁﬂge{fmdmnm-l-fmm Tennessre, first 1o Gresnd

T thence to Tuscalooas and afterwarde to Pickenk
e wag a earpenter by trade, afterwards n meE
chont.at Carrollton. . He was bnilder and pres
prietor of the * Carrollton Halel,” now kepl b
Messrs. MeClinley & MeAllister, .The: prasent
landlady, the wife of Mr, MeCy uley; is sisterin

dawetoMr. Bossamar, although ninctoen “yenri

- hawe intervened since the latter sold out qrdye

danianll (sl
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AThe Flonorable' Lineoln: Chekid’ member'ef
| the XX X11d Congress, from the State of Inwa,
and but recently Judge .of the Circuit Court bf
Alabama, was born in ITarpshire county Missa:
L thusetts, inthe year 1800, Ie-is the son' of onis
of those plain New England furmers, whose chief
| Jride i to gain an honest and independent liva,

 #erilasoil of their native lillg Titérally eompell”
- 1N

ition, for they had neitherpovesty aerch st

ctrndition, -of talents, learning] and inflrence

LL] o

(Qaritsnalivity, inwestarn M assnchussitk dusi n‘{;:
tharivolntion, - e thers died and 4rog buriad”
- #nd‘there many of his' descenidants Tived; diec”
and were-huried afler himesios e mn 4
b sIn his youth, Mr.- Clare-Tabored at thesinid

al

i wwere as thr removed from ivanity and e :
Surely this ia eufficient pedigree to bodsbof “ 1
othier wes a lineal descendant of the Tav s
Eeith, o-celebruted  Seotah: divinerwhocameito.
L Amerits in-the-17th -mnniry';;iﬁﬂh;‘aﬁcardhfg"' ;

| Higpaternal-grandfether was 6 Capa Cod whalis -
man-who: removed to Conway, the town of AF

‘nature; amid o -bleaksand rugged fogions >
il tho recompense ~dua sto the et ‘ofhe
frpm -r--"*fﬂrﬂe-t-rw"#ﬂ-fm
WThe-writer his heard - Me (1] Wk Fomard el e =

ents; that they realized thy blesinge of Apfire

L ihood - for Lhemsalyves wnnd - families, out of ‘g -

;
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* occupation with his father, and there are not_

many kinds of work, incident thereto, in which
he did not engage, including the swingling:
flax, making maple sugar, and laying stone we
Being the. oldest son, his tasks were: not l
. and when at the age of eighteen the subject.0
college education came to be agitated in the fa
ly, his father could ill sparerfrom'the'f m
important an assistant; but appreciating the:
vantages of education, he soon.made up his.
to make the sacrifice. He was himself a man
much reading for his occupation, and truly coy
ed the blessings of knowledge for his child
But notwithstanding a ready consent to rel
and to aid young Lincoln, the problem as-to
means still remained to be solved ; nor did eit

father or son see any way to solve it, save by.the §
eye of faith. The latter embarked upon the en. |
terprise pretty much as Abraham left his coun,
try, “not knowing whither he went.” He did § -

+ “Iwas twenty-one wh
. _ en Ie
not, however, put out so far to sea during the § 2T e

two first years of his preparatory studies, that he
could not return home to assist his father in the

busy season of summer. This he cheertully did,
as 2 matter both of economy and necessity. -Up]
to this period, the candidate for college honor'

had shared only the common educational ad:
vantages of the district school of New Englasd

| Mr. Clark affords
F Tienoes ; .
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| 1 Before our youthful student entered college,

he went to the State of New Je

‘ .Jersey and: tauch
’ hool nine months at Patterson. vlyie wasl-‘tlllxir:
& member of the family of the Rev. Samuel Fish-

o1, D.D.; which was in itself an excellent school

+for him. . The Doctor was a man of great talents;

 § ¢xtensive learning; a powerful.orator; and i
i 2espects a good model: for a young ma’n.» s

3 . Y ‘ ‘
Llark’s acquaintance with this distinguished(-);nag

a3 without doubt a great advan i
t to him, and
gome-compensation for.the loss ot:gt'eime.- B e

,-a8 he did

| every. winter-of his. preparatory years, and the

dour years of his subsequent college course, great-
Jy: retarded his progress. - In’a letter tova’youn

friend on the subject of struggling against dif-
couragements in the acquisition of knowledge,

us a glimpse of his own expe-

and tyventy-ﬁve when I graduated.

most more than I could gdo to a.ccouIl;JIi‘:}?sr:l.
ourse. During my junior year I was on »t};}(;
point of abandoning my Alma Mater solely for
the want of money, but a distant relati’ve furnish-

od
..ﬁ:; a small sum on my father's security, and
ards .more money was borrowed in the

{ sme way. T was thus enabled to complete my
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at the end of this period he departed to'the then

. 11 ith' a debit of
course, but came out of collegs ¥ i distant State of Alabama, ~with'that purpose.—s

$500 upon my kands.” - Judge Clark is an Alu-m
nus of Amherst, o college located in- his native
unty of Hampshire, 1 v o TR
C(') SuZ;x was hispsetting out in the world, l?ade&
with a debt of $500, to ‘be paid as speedily a¢
possible. His most available resource w‘as’t.hﬁ
of many other young toen in lilfe cl.rcumstangeﬁ,
to bring his hard-earned education into practlcat
use in imparting his knowledge to others, * Judg
ing that a gouthern State woult.i aﬁ'f)rd the ben |
encouragement, and having a frfend m.the upper .
part of North Carolina, he repaired thither, and
was soon installed as principal of the Germant.‘ou; :
Academy, Stokes county, in that State.. ’He‘re-_‘_
linquished this situation at the end of one year,
and the next took a class of young gentlemen i’
Greek and Latin, meanwhile reading Blackstone,

lege indebtedness, purchased a small law library,
and the horse by. which- he travelled, had exs
bausted every -dollar of- his :late earnings.:. Ile
had the world before him, and he-had it to begin
anew. - He sold his horse, and hung out his sign /
- His prospect there was not encouraging; month
after month wore away, and no clients darken-
ed his office doors. 'Without money, and with. .
out patronage, a stranger in a strange land, he
was, as once before in college, almost tempted
 to yield up the race in despair! Butit was hard
to do this; he resolved to succeed or die! He
made another removal; he selected another coun-
- ty where lcss competitien seemed to insure more
Coke. and Chitty. Iehadno regular instructor,  § immediate success. Pickens was then a bordfer
ot f‘;)un d here & friend in the Hon. Nathaniel | county, and its court-house .town bu.t just Jaid
Boyden, who farnished him with law books, § out; the stumps were fresh in the middle of its
and occasionally opened to the solitary student ¥ sreets, and there were in it but three offices
a little of their mysteries. Tle subsequently went § o1ioh geserved. the name: these were already

{o Virginia, where for three years he combined occupied by other members of the legal profes-
the two laborious pursuits of teaching aud study- § five doll b I

< law. as best he could for the advantage of § 8O0, at a rent of five dollars per month !  How
ng W = { fortunate, thought Mr. Clark, are those fellows

Limself and pupils. And now considering h.im;‘
s‘;? qI‘:repa,redp té) bogin to practise his profession, § who are able to pay five dollaxs a month-fof a

hen he reached his destinationhe found thas .
his expenses thither, after having. paid his col-
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*lo-During this session, that is, in- the winter of

118345, an effort was made in the Alabama Leg-
lature,” which was largely’ democratic, to pre-

respectable office | He was obliged to takea
rude log hut at two dollars! = !

“There is & tide in the affairs of men’
summit-level, where the waters begin to flo
two ways, or cease to flow against the traveller;

who is advancing upward. ~There is an apex £ ment’ Mr. Clark strenuously ‘opposed, orthe

H

| sent Hugh L.“White, of Tennessee, as the dem>- .
tratic candidate for the Presidency. This move-

B

misfortune and disappointmeut, above which _ ground ‘that i% was premature, and that Judge .

tears of anguish cannot rise ; and, in the lives
most men of the right stamp, it is when matter
have come to about this point, that the tide:of 4
their affairs takes a favorable turn. It was 80
with Mr. Clark. FHe here found one friend wh
thought he saw in him something worth cherishe.
ing ; he soen found many friends. He was elect- §
" od Justice of the Peace, an office in Alabama of 4
considerable fees, sufficient of itself to.afford him
a support. He now began to be noticed a8 |
lawyer, and, at the end of two years, had a fair -
practice. About this time he was elected to the
State Legislature, as a Jackson Democrat, ina
eanvass in which the issues were Union and Nul-
tification. One of his acts at the ensuing session
was to vote to invite the Hon. Gabriel Moore, |
then United States Senator, to resign because he
had become obnoxious to the Democracy of Ala-
bama® Mr. Clark was re-elected the ensuing
year.

t the very mext session were compelled to ad-
mit the correctness of Mr. Clark’s course and to
etrace their steps. Another act of that session,
“which he took much pleasure in performing, was
‘the opportunity to vote for the late lamented
Vice President, the Hon. William R. King, for
‘the Senate of the United States. It is his plea-
| ‘sure and good fortune to have been always hon-
§ ‘ored with the confidence and friendship of that
distinguished man. ‘ :

¢ In the year 1836, Mr. Clark, for the first time,
it is believed, since his residence south, and after
‘many years of absence, paid a visit to his father
“and brethren in Massachusetts. He was still a
bachelor, but during this visit was married to an

>

-epinions upon this, or wther political acts of his personal
frieud, Judge Clark. What he states are facts either
within his own knowledge, or which have become matters
of history, and, as such, are left to speak for themselves.

% The writer does not undertake ta express his own

White's - leanings‘were against the Democratic
party.’ ‘W hite'sfriends however persevered,and
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accomplished young lady of . the same neighbops

hood where he was himself born and reared, w
8 still the part ier and pride of her husband, 4
she, has been the counsellor and faithful compans
ion;of bis subsequent life. . . D

.On returning to the South, he was invited. by
the. Hon. E: Woolsey Peck ;of:{Tuscaloesa, th

- then seaf of government ofyAlahama, to a cos!
partnership with him, which' dudiaccepted, and:

\vri.t_h- whom he continued ten years, enjoying
lacrative and honorable practice. In Chancello
Peck he. found a partner of the very highest

der of talents, and profound legal learning;

friend whose kind regard had never abated. To
aecept this copartnership it was necessary fori .
him.to remove to the State capital, having re:
#ided in the county of Pickens about four years,}! |
Describing his residence here, he says: A

w‘“I'saw much of the strife, riot and bloodshed
which often prevail in frontier localitics: I saw’
men shot and wounded—men shot and killed.:
Convictions for murder could not then be bad,:
but there is a better state of things now.” .
In 1839 Mr. Clark received from Governor:
Bagby the appointment of Attorney General of
the State of Alabama. In 1845 Governor Fitz-:

patrick (now Utgited States Senator); conferred: |
upon him, without solicitation, the office of Judg: |

'
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of the Circuit Court of this State.  To accept
this. appointment, ‘he resigned kis seat in the

House of Representatives, to which he had been
} Just elected for-Tuscaloosa, by a respectable ma-
Jority, although a Whig county. , His laborg thas,

summer were of .the. most arduoumnaturegg;l)
ting the brief spacg of six weeks he was Tequir

 ed to canvass for,the; Legislature, and also attend
‘o a large practice in the Supreme and Chancery

Gaurts, - R PRSI i
In the spring of 1846, Judge Clark was urged’ -
by his political fiiends to permit his name to be .
used in the Democratic Convention of the Fourth -

' Congressional District, as .2 candidate for Con- -

gress—a district where_such a nomination was
¢quivalent to an election. He did not consens,

but was ballotted for against his consent, and
'frequently received a majority.of the votes cast,

Wwo thirds being required to nominate.  The

| county of Fuyette, the residence of the present:

member, and the strongest Democratic county
in that district, was not represented in the Con-
vention. The leading Democrats of Fayette, for
reasons not necessary to be here disclosed, would
notsend a delegation, unless Judge Clark would -
wnsent-to become a candidate. Had Fayetto.-
been represented, he would have been nominated.
by the requisite two-thirds upon the first ballot, -
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For some time previous to 1846, Judge.Cla

had been seriously contemplating & removal g
 settlement upon the Mississippi river, that gre
commercial artery of the country. :- This-Gesig
was hastened by the removal of the seat of go
ernment from Tuscaloosa, the city of his resi:
dence, to Montgomery, on the:Alabama river
a removal which took with it the most importan

Courts, thus materially decreasing the busin.esaé this (82d) - Congréss* with  honor and ‘credit; he
of -the profession, and affecting the general im:

¥aa re-nominated in 1852 by the regular’con:
portance and interests of the place. Dee{nifls § Yention of his party. The nomination was not
this te be g fit time for him to carry out bis iz~ unauimous. ~ For the firsttime in his life, having
tention of establishing himself upon the “ great § fiever been a seeker of office—all his ‘honors
futher of waters,” after;a tour of exploration, Mr. § hitherto having been’thrust upon him rather
Clark, in 1847, removed to the Northwest, apd' than sought—the Judge’found himself in ‘the
located himself at Dubuque, a flourishing city § sykward dilemma of belonging toa house divided
of Towa. R o] muivst itself.  The division was of a local char.,
There, in the young State of his adoption, it §'scter_ that most fatal of all political distractions,
was not long before honors began to crowd thlc!( He received the majority in the convention by
upon him. The very mext year, the presidenti: astrictly local vote. No less than four railroad
al election coming on, the Judge Was put upod ¥ whemes had been projected in the district, each
the Democratic ticket as elector, and canvas§ed in antagonism to the other; jealousy and rivalry
the State for “ Cass and Butler.”. Towa having | ensued, and defeat was the covsequence. The
cast her vote for these gentlemen, he was select: subject of railroads became the chief element of
d by his electoral collengues to carry the vote § i canvass, from the desire to obtain for the
to Washington. During this canvass the ques- § ;o copor ' grants of land from ‘the general
tion of political abolitionism had to be met.— government, , : v b

Judge Clark attacked it as heretical and mis " Having, for the most part, confined our re.

Shievous ; it tottered to its fall, and has not since
bled Towa elections, 77+ » %+ 1 +¢ 0 s
8 1850, Judge'Clark*was nominated for Con
%8s without the ‘elightest knowledge that'sich
hing ‘was in’ contemplation; and "was electod
by'a majority ‘of 1000— mors than" doublé3thie
majority ever Yeford given'‘to any of his predé:
tessors-in that Qithdot, “Having served through
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3d while he is a ‘scrupulous observer of the
bims, -and a sincerg. baliever in the tenets of his
them to speak for themselves::! The narratiy Whurch, he isalibem.ll&nd.wutqlerant 10 all. ~There
might have swelled'into a*volume,-but the wri @i : tenfienqy;wgs&}nptmahﬂluamtmus and~quo§
ter peferred to present a connected chain of fattd § #tions in_his, public gddressesz'andspeeches; arftt
without comment or embellishment; ‘We'h #haptness therein which sometimes almost smack:
scen him struggle on throughall the gradationé :the ‘clerical, i?NQ;}na:n~ha§ less of cant or-hy+
of toil as a boy-student, ‘then®a fschool-master{  pocrisy, and 1fa.fam1har|t,y Yﬂth the best of books.
next a college student and pedagogue -ajt,emgte('  enables him to illustrate ang enforce great truths,
ly—a graduate, st 11 teaching to pay off that’

be is not the first American orator whose pro-
$500 debt, studying law ad interim, and next |
with his sign out! - Now intervenes a dark hous

ductions have been enriched from the same
wurce. - It shows the tzmber he is made of,-the

of despair;away in distant Alabama, at the age';

of - thirty, still battling’ with poverty, and

| wber New England origin grafted upon the old
¥ Scotch ancestry—an oviggrand ancestry-not the-
battle has been a terrible one! - “vid g worst in the world. gfdimt Lo
Lol a bright spot in the sky |—*“One friend " § “Judge Clark is not a‘professed politician ; he
—oOther friends—is elected Justice of the Peacel § as devoted but a small -portion of. his life to
—What a God-send ! Then, in quick succession;’ : politics.  That office has sought hem, ratherthan
come elections to the Legislature—business— |
co partnership—marriage to a beautiful, lovely,'

hett, has been seen ; when it has come in his way;
andaccomplished young lad y—-Attorney General/ |

he has considered it well enough to accept i,
| whenever he could without any sacrifice of his
ship—Judgeship—Electorship—oratorical - hons:
ors, and election to Congress. Let such a be-

principles or too much sacrifice of his interesta,

lie has made his political aspirations subservi-

ginning and ending speak for themselves | <§ent to his professiona! sts:nding and character as
Judge Claric’s manner of speaking is grave, | llaWyeI:- The law is his joree, what the strug.
dignified, apd-impressive, He is a serious-mind= J ¢le of his life has befen to cherish, follow, and
¢d, and we may add, a religious man. He has Jmster, and upon which to .found a reputation.
for many years been a professor of Chrisianity, § As-a lawyer, Judge Clark is nct so remarkable

marks to a simple narration of the promines
incidents in the life of Judge Clark, we 1
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for great readiness, as for correctuess and souggs
ness. He is an honest and safe counsellong e L #¥the thirty-second Congress, -Judge .Clark re.
eloquent and. pawerful advocate..» One ofikig} 1 i '

maxims for his law!students is, “ Never advised § i
suit you ought not, or cannot gain.” No lawyet | | ¥ith zeal and energy unabated, and as with the

ever practised the profession more.conseientious : | siceess of former years when he was our familiar

ly, or felt deeper anxiety for the interests of. b g
clients, and few bave been - more successful..in
guining causes for a series of years, in a respom § »

sible and laborious practice.. - S
As a man, a neighbor, or a member of gociés

ty, Mr. Clark is full of kindliness and charities, §
He is a man for counsel for those in-need of:
friendly advice, to- be sought by such as need |
protection, to be supplicated by -those needing § ham county, North Carolina, August 27th, 1794,
alms—they will not go away empty. Hiskind. |

ness and urbanity towards young members.of
the bar, contrast strikingly with the erabbedness
of some old practitioners, who keep up their dig-
nity and importance by a frowning brow and
sour aspect towards “juniors.” Mindful, per

haps, of his own early struggles and trials, and |

prompted by a kind and benevolent heart, Mr,
Clark delights to take the novice by the hand,
and to aid him in various ways—by gratuitous

counsel, by an encouraging word, by inducting

him into one of his own cases, and helping him

onward in a maiden speech with points of law.]
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&pon his retarn from Washington, at the close

 tequaintance. - Indeed, it is eaid, he has nceu:

‘mulated a large property, . S
The members of the House of Representatives

'from this county; at the next session., beginning
§ the first Monday in December, 1835, were Hon.
Lincoln Clark, Rev. Charles Stewart, and Charles..

Coons, Esq. : ;
~The Rev. Charles Stewart was- born in Chat-

and removed ‘with his father’s family, at seven
years of age, to the State of Tennessee, in which
State he received his education,. In 1818, he
ame to this State, first to Perry county, where
be remained three years, and thence to Pickens,'
in 1821, where he has since resided. Mr, Stew-
wtis now about 61 years of age. )
PArsoN STEWART—Such is the manner by
which he is commonly designated, was elected
tax-collector of Pickens in 1830,-'31,~32 and 34,
the latter being the year before his election to
the House. For a year or two prior to this time,
what politics there was of a party character, had
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' § 97 suddenly away from home.--.He was a
Epppular man; & plain farmer, of 'a happir, genial
| ermperament, He died much lamented, and his
| emory 18 held in respect and esteem l;y many
 tothis day. Mr. Jacob Coons, brother of the
views, and co-operated with his friend and™co¥] b deceased, still lives in the northern part of Pick-
league, Lincoln Clark. ' He has never’ held afiyt § ¢n8 county.- His name has also been spoken of
political or other office since that session, but hat § © & candidate for the Legislature. The Coons -
devoted himself as a public man’exclusively ¢ :;f&mﬂy~ are whigs. - Mr. Coons left other relati 8 
the duties of Pastor of the Big Creek Church-& § io Pickens, who still reside here, forming an ‘;’eﬂ
This is a very large society, and their meeting? § €nsive and respectable connectic;n. ganex
house being located at a sort of half way ground § +Col. Joseph Martin, Col. Thomas William
between Carrollton and Pickensville, in a thicks § and Samuel G. Cochran, represented Pickens 2
ly settled neighborhood, * Big Creek,” is a cen- ‘the session of 1836-'87. - A
tral point, where assembles to this day, the most § + Major Joseph Martin came from Union Dis
numerous, respectable, and intelligent congrega: 4§ trict South Carolina at an early period in the;
tions, of that orany other persuasion in this coun- | history of Pickens county, with his father’s fami-
ty, to attend upon the ministratiors of their wor- !}’, the late Alexander Martin, of Yorkville, be-
‘thy Pastor. ++ § ing then but a stripling. e began business as
Charles Coons, Esq, the other colleague of amerchant as one of the well known firm oi‘
Messre. Clark and Stewart, came from the State § Davis, Martin and Humphrey’s, in Yorkville
of Tennessee to Tuscaloosa county and thence to § Fickens county. 1In the early part of 1836, he,‘,
Pickens at a very early period, and settled upon - volunteered for the Seminole war and wen,t to
Bear Creek, where his widow and family stili Florida as Captain of a company from Pickens
reside. He died in 1836, being the next county where he served three months lmde'r
year after his election to the Legislature. The § General Scott. Having acquired some military
eause of his death was a rather singular one.— d.laractcr, he was elected a Major of militia on
T e e ohogtnuts and died | bis return home.  Ile is said to have begn one

been thit growing out ‘of the queslionibfnu
cation, - Mr. Stewart Tan"and was elected*asBif
‘Andrew Jackson democrat, whichhe always was
as was natural, hailing as he did, from" the Staté
of Tennessee. He generally ‘participated” in‘thé
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of the most popular men of his time in Pickens- iof children, grand-children and great-grand-chils

county, and Jeservedly so from his noble aﬁc& ' Jren are. left to mourn his virtues—five sons,,

frank houesty of character. He was re-clecte three danghters and the children of four deceased
PR ESS Ba T a p O

4o the General Assembly in 1837, and in 1838/ gus. o e i T
the last time, by an overwhelming vote, being 2 «Col, Williams was justly esteemed in all'the

by U0l
Jarger than any man: ever received in Picken rlations of life ; as a christian he was exemplary
county for any office, before or since. - The day ! Lo '
of his last election was the day of his death. He
died at Nelson Crawford’s, in Pickens, of a fever,
" which he contracted in the eanvass, and his death

ip the, performance, of his duties; asa father and .
husband he was kind, affectionate and gener.
us; and .as & citizen, he never faltered in his.
gb}jgations to the laws and to society: " His men-
therefore, occurred on the first Monday in Augusty tal faculties were clear and. undimed by age, and
1838, In politics, Mr. Martin was & whig. retlained ,fheirf.vigor to the very moment of dis.

4 solution.” - T

Col. Williams was born in North Caroling, o o ) o
X ,Comprehensive and eulogestic as 18 the above

{he 9th day of July, 1787, but removed to Geor-§
ia with his futher's family while a child. Te § it is not extravagant. Col. Williams Was an ar-
came to Alabama in 1818, settling first in- the- | dent Democrat, who, like Parson Stewart, was
county of Tuscaloosa, where he resided about {§ of the Andrew Jackson school. L. Clark, ap.
sixteen years before he settled permanently io § other Democrat of the same stripe, and who tho-
roughly understood the Colonel’s character, once
{

» ckens county in 1837. Col. Williams died on °
§ (bus advised his intimate friend: “Never get in.

the 16th of September, 1858, in Pickens county; |

after a very brief illness, aged 66 years. We §toan argament with my friend, the Colonel, you
quote from 3 notice of him published at that ] think one way, he another—you don’t conceive
~ { low strong is bis democracy—his politics are al-
most his religion! You may make a friend ot
him—a trae and useful one, for he has always

peen a good friend of mine from the first.”
Dr. Cochran resides on Sipsey, in the south
part of Pickens, where he has lived many years.

time. .
«(ol. Williams has taken no inconsiderable

partin public hfe, having represented in the
(reorgia Legislature, the county of Warren and
ine counties of Tuscalooza and Pickens, for seve-
yal scssions, in Alabama. A very large circle |

e ——
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He is by birth an Irishman. Heisso well know
as one o our most respectable and intelligeng
citizens, that to extend our remarks would be
superfluous. Politically a Democrat ; we belie
he has never been over anxious for office—w
elected on this occasion, and a candidate but on
afterwards, and is one of those men who has th
good sense to enjoy the fair property an indusy

he has a strong penchant. The man who exer.

a newly settled country the improvements of
machiney is more of a public benefactor than the
mere politician or the legislator.
failure of a subsequent election did not greatly

trouble him. But as the Doctor is not muech -

past the years of middle life and is enjoying the
benefits of a sound mind in a sound body, he

may hereafter receive the suffrages of his politi- -

cal friends for places of honor and trust. The
unguccessful candidates in that year were Messrs,
Wooldridge, Hibbler, Middleton and Coons,

The members of the ITouse {rom Pickens coun-’
ty at the next session, were Dr. Jeptha Spruill,

Jol. Thomas Williams and Major Joseph M artin.;' ]
Pr. Spruill will hereafter be noticed with the

;&qatq)?gf Pickens. * Other geritlemen who ran
with' Messrs” Martin, Williams and Spruill, were
Thomas “H. Wilson, C. G. Coons, F. ‘
' Thomas Gor
B Frierson.” "~ <. S
“*For the next session B. H.’ Neely, Fred C.
Bliis” and Joseph Martin were chosen to repre--

. Tope 54§ sent Pickens county i

trious life has accumulated. The Doctor has § lckens county 1n the popular branch of the
been much interested in his industrial pursuits ¥ 14" William |
of planting and milling, for the latter of which } t £l thea[:af‘ai?eztyoi’o%:rs:ie,oz: e::’ntz‘sl
: : N . " § Davia, ’

ciges his skill and ingenuity in introducing into |

Dr. Cochran’s .

TR
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Vilsan, C. G. Coons, F. C. Ellis,
re, J."Y. Shaw and the late Judge G.
R R A T A s R <

Legislature, but the latter dying as above narra-

- William S. Jones, Esq., was born in Charles-
ton, South Carolina, and removed to Pickens
county, as we learm, about the year 1828, and
settled near Yorkville, where he resided until
his death, in 1855. He was about sixty years
od. He was an intelligent planter, and a man
well informed upon public affairs—in politics
was a whig. A gentleman in his manners, he
was hospitable, social and fond of society, and
was well fitted to mingle among his fellow-citi-
2ens.  He was elected but once—was a candidate
the next year and received arespectablevote, lead-
ing bis party, (the whigs were all beaten in that
year,) but he was never a candidate afterwards
for that or any other office. 'b

B, I Neely, Esq., came from South Caroling
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to Pickens in 1832 or 33, and’ remained "he
till 1840, during which time he was once ‘electe
to the Legislature. ” He was a lawyer by profe
sion and a whig in politics, of fair ability, and

now one of the Circuit Court Judges of the Stb:tg;

‘e

of Arkansas. Tke unsuccessful candidatesiib
the canvass of that year, were J. M. Pettigrew,

Dr. Cochran, C. G. Coons, Rev. C. Stewart and’|
“Amos Davis, the latter, brother to William H,
Davis, lacking as above stated only four votes |

of an election.

At the session of 1838-'89, Col. Nat. Smith, |
Curtis Williams and Dr. Joel E. Pearson repre- |
sented Pickens county in the lower House. The |
latter will be more appropriately sketched as one |

of the Pickens Senators, hereafier.

Col. Smith came originally from the State of
Tennessee to the county of Madison, Alabama,
where he resided a number of years, and while

there he twice represented that large county in |

the Legistature. Ife was also once a candidate
for Sheriff of Madison and lacked but sixty votes
of being clected. Before he settled in Pickens
he planted a crop or two in Mississippi, and then
settled upon Magby’s Creek in Pickens county,
where he lived until 1849, when he removed to
Harrison county, Texas, which is his present
home, The Colonel has been dealing a little in

|

4

4
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;politics since he has been in Texas, having been

ja candidate for the Legislature as a Union man
11851, and although unsuccessful - he;led: his
stide of that question; ©* At the present time (1856)

che'is a member of the Texas House of Represen-

tives, elected as an American, or Know Noth-
ng, was the democratic candidate in 1841 for the
iSenate against Dr. Peyton King, at a time when

the whig majority was conceded to be between

:two and three hundred, and the Colonel then
Tan up to within a little less than a hundred votes
of his opponent. It is said to have been an ani-
mated race, notwithstanding Col. Smith cannot
cope with Dr. King in ability and intelligence,

' yet, he is a remarkably shrewd electioneerer, and

quite a remarkable man, considering his early
opportunities, It is said to be a common boast
with him that he could not write his name wheu
first married. Take this fact in connection with
his brief history as above so barrenly narrated !
Col. Smith must now be upwards of sixty years
of age, yet he is vigorous and hale as ever. e
_represented Pickens county several times in the
House, and as late as 1845-'46 for the last time
the memorable removal session, and also memo.
_rable for winding up the State Banks.
Mr. Curtis Williams, now deceased was a son
0f Col. Thomas Williams, and was se well known
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in Pickens as a.respectable, sunpretending, intel
ligent and useful citizen, that our sketch of him
will be brief. He was borgiin Warren county

Georgia, and was the eldestychild of his parents
—was married in Tuscaloosa county, whither he
came in early lifo with his father’s family, and
subsequently removed to Jefferson county in'this:ﬁ
State, where he resided six or seven years. - He
became a resident of Pickens in 1832, and in his 3
fortieth year, on the 28th day of July, 1845, at

tions of life, was popular as a public man, but |
more 80 asa conscientious, religious man. He |
was never a candidate except on the occasion of
his election, though often afterwards, solicited to
run for the Legislature by his party friends, which
his retiring habits, and especially bis feeble
health for the last four or five years of his life,
induced him to decline.

It will be seen that the successful candidates
in that canvass (1889) were all of the democratic
party—for the first time since parties had become
organized under whig and democrat. The un-
successful gentlemen were all whigs, namely,
Messrs. Jones, Ellis and Chamberlain,

Frederick C. Ellis, was born in the city of New
Haven, in the State of Connecticut, in 1806, and

and ¥ iwhere they - established, and for several years
| carried on an extensive house “as merchant tai-

4 lors. While a resident of the then capitol of the
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there resided :till twelve years of age,at which

period he went to North Carolinato reside with
his~half-brother, Mgjor Cook, a ' gentleman well -
known in, and 'now a resident of Pickens.” In
1828, the twpi brothers removed to Tuscaloosa,

 State, Mr. Ellis was once elected by the Legis-

{ lature, a Director of the Branch Bank at Tusca-
his residence in Pickens county he departed this |

life. He was an exemplary man in all the rela- |

“loosa, being then about twenty-five years of age.
In 1832, he removed to Pickens county and set-
tled on the site of the present town of Fairfield,
being in’fact, the pioneer of that then border set-
tlement, and the owner of the land upon which
that village was built. - In the year 1887, as has
been stated heretofore, Mr. Ellis was elected to
the Alabama House of Representatives, his col-
leagues being B. H. Neely, and Wm. S. Jones,
all of the whig party. Mr. Ellis was an active
and useful member. He was an agreeable gen-
tleman, an industrious and enterprising business
man, and a good citizen. In the general busi-
ness disasters of 1838, he became involved by
some unfortunate speculations, like many other
good and honest men, from which he did not

live long enough to recover. Mr. F. C. Ellis
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died at Fairfield, in 1841, aged thirvy-five years
He was a bachelor, = =% % v ey

being all of the whig party. Their ‘opponents

X

were Col. Nat. Smith, Dr. Beckett and William

D. Lyles, all of opposite politics.

Mr. James Peterson left Pickens county some -
five or six years since, and now resides in Chick. §
asaw county, Mississippi, near Palo Alto. e .;
came from Lawrence District, South Carolina, -
at a very early .

and settled in Pickens county,
period, and was for many years a respectable and
influential citizen ; holding several minor offices
and discharging the duties thereof with satisfac:
tion to the public. He is about fifty-five years
of age, is a plain, industrious planter, and a cley-
er man,

Mr. William McGill came from Kershaw Dis-
trict, South Carolina. After residing several
years in Pickens, he removed to Mississi ppi about
11842, where he died some three years ago.

At the session of 1841-'42, J. M. K. D. Wallig,
Reuben Gardner and Dr. Spruill, all of the whig
party, represented Pickens. '

~ The unsuccessful candidates were James B.
Owens, B. G. Sims and James B, Gladney, all
‘democrats, -

|

i

YJ'M.K. D-Wallis was born in far-famed Meck:
enburg, North Carolina, in the year'1814. He
was"the" eldest “sonffof Elijah "C. Wallis, late o]
ickens county, was ‘grand-son of the Rev. Jas.
{Wallis, of Providence, North Carolina, and great-
grand-son of John McKnight Alexander, whose
ame appears conspicuous in the celebrated Meck-
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~ lenburg Declaration of Independence. Mr. Wal-

lis came with his father to Morgan county, Ala-
bama, in 1820, at the age of six years. He was
educated in this State, and in 1836, at the age of

- twenty-towo, he graduated at our State Univer-

sity ; two years afterwards he settled in Pickens
county, in the town of Memphis, where he en-
gaged in agriculture ; that most independent and
honorable of all the pursuits of life. He, too,
like his predecessor, Ellis, was one of the pioneers
upon the rich soil west of the Bigbee, and joint
proprietor of those lands where now stands the
flourishing village of Memphis. 1le died at that
place, in 1843, two years after the expiration of
his term of service in the Legislature, aged only
29 yeers, in the midst of his career and useful-
ness, respected and lamented. e left, besides
his aged parents, a widow, son and twin infant
daugliters, to mourn their early bereavement.—
His mother, the accomplished Mrs, Elijah Wal.
lis, still lives and resides with her son, James M,
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Wallis, of Memphis, ~ This estimable lady is atill
enJoyxng a green old age as' a sort of preservell_
specimen of those old-fashioned’days when'W¢"
men were useful as well as ornamental.’ Itiﬁ
well to contemplate occasionally, the mothers a8
well as the fathers of Pickens, ‘The ' widow of
J. M. K. D. Wallis, was recently mamed tQ t the e
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Rev. Mr. Boyd a Baptist clergyman, - 7t & '

At the session of 184243, Col. Nathaniel
“Smith, Col. Thomas Williams, and Reuben Gard: -

ner, reprensented Pickens, all of whom had been‘
previous members of the House :

The unsuccessful candidates in that canvaSS,‘
were R. T. Johnson, James Peterson and S. B,
Moore.

Reuben Gardner, Esq., had been a member of
the House in 1841-'42, and was re-elected for the
session of 1842-'43. Mr. Gardner was another
of the fathers of Pickens county. He camo out
from Kershaw District, South Carolina, at an
early day, and was a public man in some capaci-
ty, from 1826, when elected one of the Commis
sioners of Roads and Revenue, till the day of
his death. In 1830, he received the Executive
appointment for county Court Judge, but did

not accept the office. ILfforts being made to se-
cure the office for another individual, Governor
Gabriel Moore was written to, not to appoint till
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 the people had time to express a choice, and thé
| result was. Mr. Gardner’s selection, without his'
& knowledge or solicitation. A well known book

. of sketches, by Stephen F. Miller, editor of the
| Tuscaloosa Monitar, entitled, *“ Heads of the Alav
¥ bama Legislature, at the session of 1842448,
¥ thus mentions the death of Mr. Gardner:” .

"4 Mr. Garduaer,” (of Pickens,) “was inill health
at the beginning of the session, though he was
punctually in his seat, even in weather which
rendered exposure dangerous to him, until he

o 4 obtained leave of absence about the last of De-"

cember, to visit his family, The next intelli.

§ gence was his death on the 12th of January.—

His colleague, ‘Mr. Williams, announced the
mournful event in the House, on the 16th, and
passed a feeling eulogy on the virtues and char.
acter of the deceased. After which, the usual
testimony of respect was voted, and the House
adjourned without doing business that day.

“Mr. Gardner was an intelligent planter, up-
right in all his relatiors, and commanded the es-
teem of his fellow members, as well as his ac-
quaintances generally. Ie was a whig, and was
in the forty-seventh year of his age at the time
of his death.”

- The Flag of the Unwon, a Tuscaloosa paper,
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takes the following notice.of  the, proceedings.
the. House on this occasion: - . .. paR

"+ “4MoNDAY, January16, 184814
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FAPEL

L R" redy

lows: R A

@ Mr. Speaker—It has become iny‘ painful du

ty to make known to this House, th,e”de'at}i of
one of its members—my colleague. Reuben |
(tardner, Esq., died at the place of his residence, -

in Pickens county, on the 12th of this month. -
“In making known this melancholy event, I

cannot take my seat without expressing my great |

regret, that he has been taken from among us,

man, his upright deportment as a citizen, his

kindness as a neighbor, a husband and a father, |

Mr. Gardner was a native of South Carolina,

and emigrated to this State at an earl y day. e |

has resided in Pickenscounty about fifteen years,

has several times been honored with a seat on
~{ than silver or gold. For a number of years he

this floor, as one of its Representatives, and when

he died was about 47 years of age. Ile was be-
loved by his neighbors and friends, who will |

decply feel the blow. But sir, all of this is noth-

ing, when we think of the afllictions it has brought |
upon his bereaved family; I feel unable, and

b
4 y G

timony of respect for the;departed.
~+In the Pickensville Register, of February
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After the Journal was read, Mr. Williams, ofi §f 4 resolutions, aud the House adjoutned, a3 4 tes;

Pickens, rose and :addregsedf‘tpej{!]i‘quge‘gsfc‘fd?

Y b T

1843, appeared an obituary notice of Mr. Gard.

ner, which is doubtless more accurate as to dates

than the above sketclies, a part of which we copy,

§ is further evidence of the estimation in which he

seems to have been held by all. :
“We are called on to record the death of Reu-
ben Gardner, Esq., who departed this life the

s
f hallnot attempt to drav:a picture of their sufy
35 £ S B e e w_;:y‘ﬁmu
+.Col. Williams closed his remarks with the usus .

11th,

12th of January, at his residence in Pickens coun- ,

: v -4 1y, aged 52 years, one month and three days.—
and without bearing witness to his worth asa |

He removed from South Carolina, his native
State, to  Alabama, in 1820, where he has lived
until his death. As the head of a famil ¥, he was
devoted to their interests and welfare, and en-
deavored to train his offspring in the way they-
should go, and he has left them a safe and sound
example, and good name, which is more precious

filled the office of Magistrate for his neighbors,
and three times he wassent by his county to re-
present them in the State Legislature, and so far
swe know, he gave no great cause of complaint.
% his constituents, ncizher by an abuse of the
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powers conferred on him, nor by a neglect of their
interests committed to his care. As a neighbo
both in his private and official capacity, he was
peacemaker and a safe counsellor. St

have given more general satisfaction, nor could,
with his continued feeble health, and various
other official duties, have been more devoted to

their interests and spiritual welfare. As a pri. |
vate christian, he was firm in the faith, not of his |
party to the exclusion of others, but hisfaith was

in the Lord Jesus Christ. ~ * % %
Mark the end ofthat man! His last expres-
sion was, “I quietly submit.” Ile came from

Tuscaloosa on a visit to his family, expecting to §

return again to fill his seat in the Legislature, but
instead of that, he was, as we trust, transferreq
into brighter scenes, and now fills a seat with the

General Assembly and Church of the City of the

living God.

At the session of 1843 and 1844, Robert T. |

Johnston, John D. Johnson, and Dr. J. Spruill, know, was a member of the session of 1853-'64,

represented Pickens county in the lower branch -

of the Legislature. .

{ start in life as a school-master.
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John D." Johnson, Esq., is ‘the “eldest son "ok
Dr. James Johnson, of Randolph county, North

§ Carolina, where he was born the third day of
* ) July 1798.

For some ten years, he had been a regularmem- §
ber of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, in ]
which he filled, for nearly all the time, the oftice ]
of Ruling Elder, by the unanimous vote of its

He was educated at the Moore
county Academy under the care of a celebrated
Presbyterian clergyman, by the name of Mec-

§ Millon. In his youth, Mr. Johnson taught a

{§ school two years in his native State. He after-
roembers. We are satisfied that noman could } 7

wards emigrated to Jones county, Georgia, with

| & next older brother, and there taught school

two more years—a very good beginning is it to
Ile married a

§ Georgia lady about this time and betook himself

to the occupation of farming, at which he was
faised. In 1829, he removed to Harris county,
near the city of Columbus, Georgia, and settled

{ there as one of the pioneers of that then entirel y

new country, where he lived about two years.
Here, again, Mr. Johnson taught a school. 1In

{ 1833, Major Johnson removed to Pickens county
{ and has resided here since that time. In tho

summer of 1843 he was elected to the House of
Representatives, and such was his course as to
sccure the confidence of his constituents, He
was re-clected in 1844 and, as most of our readers

a3 o colleague of Messrs, Ilenry and Lee, tle

4 latter as Senator. Dr. P. King, was Senator as

il
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his first term of service ‘and Dr. Spruill at the
second. '

and pow and then, takes up the pen as weil as
the plow or Jwe. He believes in beautifying the

homestead and staying upon it, and though he
las made several removals, he is now so pleas-
antly located that, unlike his colleague, Senator -

King, Le is not sceking for any “better place”
in this world.* Ileis a prominent member of
the Baptist church, a profession he has never
dishonored, and we dare say it is now his bigh-
est ambition to continue to be a good neighbor,
a good citizen and gocd christian. Ie bas no
doubt, had enough of political honors to appre-
ciate their full value, and has scen enough of
political life to be tolerant to opponents, Being
now aged but fifty-six years he is not 8o old as

* I'his is a reference to Dr. Peyton King, now residing
at Sagevilie, Mississippi, who, in contemplation of re-
moving from Pickens, advertised his residence and planta-
tion fur sale as the Better Place.

Major Johnson is a plain, intelligent planter, } '
or perhaps he would prefer to be called a farmer g
—a pursuit he is fond of, proud of and thrifty 1
at. Heis fond of agricultural societies, knows §
all about sub-soil, hill-side and all other plow- }
mg. He has both the practice and the theory,

to preclude all idea of
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participation in*publio
life. PR
- Robert T. Johnston, Esq., was born in Fair-

4 field District, South Carolina, on the 18th of
| Scptember, 1816, being descended from an Irish

parentage. His father, the late David Johnston,
of Tuscaloosa, a worthy and well known citizen
of that county, was a native of Ireland, remov-
ing thence to America when a boy. Mr. R. T.
Johnston came to Tuscaloosa with the family i

1818, before he was two years old, and settled
on the site of the present city of Tuscaloosa, and
is therefore an Alabamian in his raising. Mr-
Johnston is a graduate of Center College, Dan-
ville, in the State of Kentucky, and an honorary
A.M. of the Alabama University. Like his col-
league, Major Johnson, he began life as a school-
master, opening a private school in Lowndes
county, Mississippi, in 1886, where he taught
one year. Ie then came to Pickens county and
opened a school in the town of Pickensville,
where he taught until 1844. ITe had married a

Pickens county lady in 1840, a daughter of the

late John W. Terry. Ile became the editor of
the Pickensville Register in 1842, which he con-
ducted for about two years Thus, at the age of
twenty-five, we find that he had assumed several
responsibilities of no trivial character—a school,
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a wife and a newspaper. He also twice ran for k0
the Legislature during this time, the last time E
successful. At the August election in 1845; he |
was again a candidate, and again successful.—- 3
This was the last annual session, and the last one

held at Tuscaloosa, that being the Legislature at
which removal and biennial sessions were cou-
pled and passed in the same bill. He was a
member of the House again, two years after-
wards, at the first session held in the city of
Montgomery. In the canvass of 1851, Mr. John-
ston was the candidate of the whig and Union
party for Senator, in which canvass he was not
successful, but the writer will ayoid entering in-
to the whys and wherefores of that ardaous
struggle. Pickens was thoroughly canvassed by
Mr. Johnston, in conjunction ith J udge L. A,
Gilkey and Major O. Eastland. Dr. Pearson,
the democratic candidate for the Scnate, did not
appear in the field as a speaker.

In the various capacities in which Mr. John-
ston has acted his part for some fifteen years as
a private and public man, and mostly in the lat-
ter character, he has shown himself a uscful and
public spirited citizen. For the last eight or
nine years he has devoted himself to the practice
of'the law, in which profession he hag attained
to a respectable position, Beginning here as an

L ] Ty g3
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. unpretending teacher of youth, a poor young
* man, we have seen him steadily progressing in
the world. . His knowledge of political subjects is
shown in the columns of the Pickensville Register,
. during the two years he was its responsible edi-
tor, at a period when party excitement ran ag
high as at any other period of American history,
during the presidency of John Tyler.  Though
a firm and decided whig, he was courteous to his
opponents, preferring argument to denunciation
~ and abuse, but he was also severe and sarcastic
upon oceasion. The questions we find upon the
tapis about that time, were bank, tariff, distribu-
tion and internal improvement in the national
politics, and in State matters; white and black
basis, State banks, &e., &c.; all of which he evinced
a thorough acquaintance with.

Latterly, Mr. Johnston has been much oceu-
pied with the subject of railroads. He has fre-
quently addressed his fellow-citizens in behalf of
a road through Pickens county, of which he is a
Director. The subject of agriculture also cn-
gages his attection both practically and as the
President of the Pickens county Agricultural
Society. Education is another interest of our
county which makes demands upon his time and
attention. He is a member of the Presbyterian

[msTORY OF PICKENS COUNTY.]

'. church, like his protestant Irish father before
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him. Without entering upon an eulogy of Mr:

Johnston, it is enough to say that he isever §'
found among the foremost in all those social,
moral and physical enterprises which character- "
ize the times, His age is about forty years—
being thus in the prime of manhood, after so !
many years of youthful service in the cause of

the public, we may look upon him as destined,

if life is spared to fill a wider career of useful-

ness.

The unsuccessful candidates for the lower '

House in that year, were Nathaniel Smith, S, L.
Austel and Col. Thomas Williame, all of the
democratic party.

The members of the Legislature elected at the
August election of 1844, were John D. Johnson,
Thomas J. Clark and Henry Stith.

Hon. Henry Stith was briefly noticed among
the list of County Court Judges, Ile was a na-
tive of Virginia, resided many years in North
Carolina, and it is no disparagement to state that
he rose from an artisan to become a highly re-
spectable lawyer, a good Judge, a useful legisla-
tor, and last, but not least, an industrious and
able editor. Judge Stith was the opponent of
Governor Moore for the old County Court Judgc.
ship of Pickens, residing at the time in Greene
county, for which he was supported before the
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Legislature . by the-~then ‘whig members ‘from
Pickens, Dr. Peyton King being Senator. - He

- lived here some seven years, leaving in 1846

for Holly Springs, Mississippi, where he still re.

§ sides. He there established a press, of the South-

ern Rights stamp of politics, which he conducted

- with ability for some time; but growing tired of

a business so perplexing and arduous he has
again returned to the practice of the law. The
Judge is a bachelor still—the last time we saw
him, some year since, he was maintaining as
youthful a look asever. S
Col. Thomas J. Clark resides in Pickens. He
is one of our most respectable and intelligent
planters, and from his late remarks in our Agri-
cultural Society, of which he was e¢hairman, he
is not over anxious to become anything else but
a Southern planter. On that occasion he stated
that politics was a dirty stream, he had tried it
and found that to be the case. The Colonel
taies a deep interest in our Pickens Railroad, of
which he was lately chosen a Director. He is
also a champion in the good cause of temperance;
he lives upon his plantation near Bridgeville, in
the southern part of Pickens county. He has
been a member of the Legislature but once, but
we notice in the Pickensville Register a call upon
him to run the year previous to his election in
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1844, which he then declined op account of the

3

~livesat Augusta, He isa

recent death of a beloved
two young children.
married as his second
of Pickens county,
Esq. C
Col. Clark came from

about the year 1835 and permanently settled

lLere. He is aged about forty-five years, yet he |
He has -

has, by no means, so old an appearance,
a robust and commanding person, takes the
world as it comes, enjoys life and societ , ard,
18 stated above, does not vex himself about poli-
ities and office.*

Col. Thomas Williams,
Samuel D, Linton, were the
dates of that year.

R. T. Johnston and Col. N, Smith were elect-
ed to the Legislature at the August election in
1845, both of whom have been noticed hereto-
fore. The unsuccessfu! candidates were II. Stith
and Samuel D. Linton. The latter gentleman
was a whig, and for two successive years lacked
but a few votes of being clected. e has re.
turned'to his native State of Georgia and now

W. B. Jordan and
unsuccessful candi.

*t may be remarked that the notices of both Judge
Stith and Col, Clark were copied without any change of
verbiage from the Pickens Republican newspsper. '

companion, leaving -
~Col. Clark has recently |
wife, an accomplished lady |
daughter of Samuel W. Hood, - only decreased comparatively in population, but

Elbert county, Georgia, ,-

 could ill afford to loose,
.7 This year Pickens lost one of her three mem-
| bers by the new apportionment. She had not

57
i

gentleman our society

actually; that is, if her census
taken. '

At the next biennial session, being the first at
the new Capitol, in 1847-'48, R. T. Johnston and
Dr. Jocl E. Pearson represented Pickens in the
lower House. The unsuceessful candidates were
Judge Stith and Orville Eastland.

At the session of 1849-'50, Lewis M. Stone,
Esq., and Absolum I.. Neal represented Pickens
in the House. .

The unsuccessful candidates were Messrs, Gil-
key and Henry.

Lewis M. Stone was born in Milledgeville,
Georgia, and came to Alabama during infancy.
He passed his youth in acquiring a liberal edu-
cation. He is an Alumnus of the Alabama Uni-
versity, having graduated in 1839, with honor
and credit. It was then the custom to select a
valedictorian from the younger class to address
the graduating members of the literary Societics,
and this honor was conferred upon him. In
January, 1840, Mr. Stone, then about ninetecn
years of age, cntered the law department of Har-.

‘was correctly
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vard University at Cambridge, Massachusetts,
‘§ Gilkey and Eastland.

where he remained two years, completing the
course of legal studies and graduating in 1841.
The next year he located in the city of Mobile,

and commenced the practice of the law. He re:
mained in Mobile thrée years, during which time
he was elected Attorney for the Branch Bank at -

that place, as copartner of Judge Linsley.* In

1845, he returned to Pickens county, where his -

father’s family had resided for several years, Te-
siding most of the time at Bridgeville, engaged
in the practice of his profession. He was a can-

the Legislature, and as stated above, was elected
on the same ticket with Mr. Neal.

The same year Mr. Stone was elected Anni.
versary orator by the Alumni of the State Uni-
versity, and delivered the usual address, August
1849, at commencement. The effort was bighly
commended at the time by the Press of Tusca.
loosa, and by his refined audience. At the elec:

cessful in a canvass for the Iouse of Represents
tives, running on the same ticket with James
Gladney. The period here spoken of, is not so
remote as to require much detail. The gentle-

men on the “States Rights” ticket that year
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 were far ahead of their whig opponents, Messrs),

In 1852, Mr. Stone was placed upon the State
electoral ticket by the Democratic party and
canvassed this Congressional District for the
present President of the United States. In 1853,
he was a candidate before the people of Pickens
for the State Senate, but was not successful. In
the spring of that year he was married to his
present amiable and intelligent lady, who was

{ the widow of the late Gershom Kelly, and has

{ since become a permanent resident of the town
didate of the Democratic party of Pickens, for

of Carrollton. Mr. Stone is aged about thirty-

{ five years. In the spring of 1853, he was an-

nounced as a candidate for Congress, but after
being sometime in the field with the general ap-
probation of the Democratic Press and party of
the District, he withdrew from the canvass to
run for the Alabama Senate. Mr. Stone is a

{ good speaker, has a good knowledge of the po-
{ litical party questions of the day, to which he

tion in August 1851, Mr. Stone was again suc- ' j
mated, and his style both argumentative and

has paid much attention. His manner is ani-

declamatory. He is sociable, affable, courteous

{ and popular, with no personal enemies,

Absolum L. Neal, Esq., is a native of the State

{ of Tennesee. IIe came when a mere youth with

bis father to Morgan .county, North Alabama,
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where the family resided until-about 1838, whex
they removed to Pickens and settled in the §
North-western part of the county. Mr. Neal is
a planter, in good circumstances, and follows the |
business of agriculture solely. He is an intelli-
gent gentleman, social; hospitable and fond of |
the society of his friends. He represented Pick- |
ens county as the colleague of Mr. Stone at the
session of 1849-50. Mr. Neal is an ardent
Southern Rights, States Rights Democrat. He
is about thirty-seven or eight years of age, isa
man of family, and being now in'the prime of
life, bids fair to remain still many years, as he
now is, a useful and influential member of socie-
ty. Although he has represented Pickens only
once, he was a candidate again, for a brief period
in 1855, but voluntarily withdrew from the can:
vass, soon after its c>mmencement ; nevertheless
he stands as fair a chance of again representing
Pickens connty as any man of his party.

At the session of 1851-'52, James B. Gladney
and Lewis M. Stone represented Pickens. M.
Gladney is a merchant and a planter, and quite
successful atboth. Ie residesat Reform, Pickens
county, but also plants in Mississippi. 1Ie is an
energetic business man, is well informed on the
subject of Agriculture, and has a fondness for
subjects of commerce and political economy.—

5T ' e Stk
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 He is an ardent Democrat, a clever man and an

useful member of society. He has never but
once represented the county, but was a candi-
date once or twice, before successful,
- The data is not at hand to furnish a more sat-
isfactory sketch of Mr: Gladney. He is about
forty-five years of age, and has been many years
in Pickens county. : S
At the session of 1853-'54, James Henry and
John D. Johnson, represented Pickens county
in the lower House. The unsuccessful candi-

{ dates were Messrs. Turnipseed, Clitherall, Carver

ad Hix, all Democrats,

James Henry, Esq., was born in IHanover
tounty, North Carolina, in 1822, and came to
Pickens with his father’s family in 1822 while
ininfaney. Mr. Henry is a farmer, a man of
ordinary educational advantages, but he is a
rading man, possessing a disposition to improve
limself and make up by reading for the defici-
encics of early education. ITe has ever been an
industrious planter and has not been unsuccess-

{flin that pursuit. In 1848 he was elected

wmmissioner of Roads and Revenue and served
out his time of officc as a useful member of that
Uourt.  When he ran for the Legislature in 1849,
he was beaten only twenty-three votes by Mr.
Neal, above spoken of; who resides in the same
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end of the county. In 1853 he ran in some 800 L Nabers, Esq.. The latter
votes ahead of his highest competitor. Mr. Hen< §20ticed under another title, :
ry was a useful member, was always in his place. ~;?Col.. Williams is a son_of Col, Thomas Wil-
and very attentive upon the business of the §liams, deceased, who has been spoken of above
House, as the journals show: - This completes Mr, 1 considerable length,as a member of the Houge,
Henry's history as a legislator, but it might be §id be is also brother:of Mr, Curtis Willia
added that in 1855, he became a candidate for §deceased, who likewise
Congress, at the earnest solicitation of his friends §1as been stated. (ol
and subsequently withdrew and again was s §plain planter, a str ictly moral man, a man of
candidate for the Alabama House of Representa- § fuir intelligence, a social, friendly and urbane
tives. He was unsuccessful—that being a disas- Jeentleman.  Hig history is that of the other
trous year for his side of the House, nor was he Juembers of his family already noticed, :
alone in the political mishaps of that race. It § There is no necessity, norindeed propriety, in

‘has been already stated that James B. Sherrod, jittempting to present a political history. of t’his

Esq., was beaten thatyear. Mr. Neal withdrew, . §wunty, in addition to what may be gathered frony
but of other gentlemen who ran out that canvass {lese sketches of prominent persons,

gentleman. has been

use’
ms,
represented Pickens ag
- Samuel Williams is a

It would
Messrs. Joseph Cook and N. F. Smith, shared §mwt be found to vary much from the history of
the same fate with Mr. Henry. 4y of the surrounding counties, and would agree

Mr. Henry is a strictly moral man, a member-
of the Methodist church, a good citizen and neigh-
bor. It need hardly be said his politics have |

always been whig, and that he is now waraly ;

attached to the American party. Ilis age is . .
Jlmocrats, sometimes whigs, and sometimes both,

about forty-four years. - “{othe same session of the Legislature. Tt hag
At the last session of our State Legislature, §ieep made a matter of remark, that the parties

(18535) Pickens county was represented in the filternated with one another, every two years, or
lower branch by Col. Samuel Williams snd 7 Jeetions favoring first onc side and then tbeother.

{enerally, with Alabamaand Southern sentiment
won public questions. It has been seen that
lis county has been nearly balanced between
e two great parties of the country, since the
lays of Andrew Jackson. Sometimes she sent
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. Pickens county voted for Gen. Andrew Jacks'
. She cast her vote in favor of Genera.l,
‘Wm. H. Harrison, in 1840; by some 250 majori-*
ty over Martin Van Buren. In 1844, Mr. Polk .
received about 75 majority over Mr. Clay. Gc.am-:'
Taylor carried the county by over 100 majfm'fy'?
of votes over General Cass, in 1848. Again in .
1852, General Pierce beat General Scott, some™
two or threehundred votes in this county. Thus

son, twice.

is it seen, that for the highest office known to our

form of Government, Pickens county has voted
no more uniform, than for a member to the State

Legislature. So also, will her county offices be
found to have been filled at the same electionsby

a democratic Clerk is chosen by the side ofa
whig Sheriff, or vice versa. .

These facts are stated as affording a clue to the
political cast of the people of this couuty. ’.I.‘he
voters are not all partisans. There is a floating
or balance of power vote, which is so uncertain,
that no political party has a right, orat least,' safe
data, to claim a preponderance. It is as decided-

ly one way this year, as it was the other last. If |

it may be inferred from this, that the people are

not fixed in their political sentiments, it may also §iietors of the Adversiser & Gazette newspaper, at

Hontgomery, contemplated, in 1854, the publi-
ation of “a large and handsome volume, to be

be argued from the same ground that they think
for themselves, that they will not be controlled

-
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by the politiciacs, that they are open to convic~
tion, and are seeking to do right, instead of vot-
ing a blind or prejudiced vote. The latter is the-
most charitable construction, and, as the writer
believes, the most correct. '

- It may not be improper to add, in this connec-’
tion, that the people of Pickenshave ever by their
suffrages evinced a warm and strong regard for
the Undon. Tt is stating but facts to remark that
even in days of South Carolina N ullification, nu.
merous as were the chivalrous sons of that State,
within ber borders, Pickens was true to the
Union. Perhaps her admiration for Gen. Jack-

q%on, caused her to feel and act as she would not
ten of opposite political views, For example, §},ve done; had there been no such character a5

{Jackson to dazzle her cyes. However this is, or

wa8, the “ Union” eandidates werc wont to pre-

{vail as long ago as 1832-'38-'34, in this county,

——De
CIHAPTER XIIL
GENERAL VIEW OF PICKENS COUNTY.

M. P. Blue, Esq., one of the industrious pro-
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entivled—Historical Sketches and Statistics of Ala-
Fama) 1le issued a circular, setting out tho -
character of the proposed enterprise, which he -

addressed to such gentlemen in the several coun-

ties of the State as he thought willing and able
1o aid him, in which he speaks thus of his de-

signs :
. The plan of the work embraces everything of

local and general interest in our State, It will '

be a history of the different counties—of their

settlement and progress: and at the same timey

whatever is connected with their wealth, re-

sources and cireumstances will be, so far as prac- |

ticable, presented in a regular and methodical

form. The object will be to collect and arrange .
the important facts in the growth of Alabama

since 1820 ; to show her advancement in Prop.

erty, Agricultare, Manufactures, Internal Im-

provements, Education and all other matters of
I»adinginterest.  Sketches of the prominent men
of Alabama will also be given.

The circular was accompanied by blank forms

so arranged under different heads as to include

every possible matter of interest, within the scope

of hix enterprisa.  One of these was received-by
tha writor, w.th a request to fill out the blank
Pages in matters relating to Pickens. county,

v hich vequest was duly complied with,  The |
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following brief summary of “important facts”

may be appropriately embodied in this volume,
which is done in this chapter under the heads
prepared by Mr. Blue. - c

-+ "ORIGIN OF THE CoUNTY—Name Derived— Iﬁ-

cidents in History of the Individual. -

Pickens was named after Gov. Israel Pickens
who was Governor of Alabama, the year aﬁel’-
the organization of said county, and a prominent
man in the State. (I need not refer you to the
three last pages of the Second Volume of Pick-
ett’s History, for a full sketch of Governor Pick-
ett, because you yourself, know where to find it.)
. RIvERs AND OoTHER WATER COURSES—Em-
pmcing Creeks, Ponds, &e.— Any thing peculiar
in their source, formation, course, water, &c.—
The Tombeckbee runsout of Mississippi into Ala-
b.ama, about sixteen miles below Columbus, Mis-
sissippi, passing through the south western cor-
ver of Pickens, having two flourishing villages
upon its west bank, and some one hundred and
twenty voters. Some of the best prairie planta-
tions in the South, are on that side, within this
county.

The Sipsey river rises in Marion county, flows
through Fayette into Tuscaloosa, and the south.
ern part of Pickens, in a corner of Greene coun-

1y, to the Tombeckbee,
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Bear Creek is one of the largest streams in the §
county, rising in the north of Pickens, and run- :
ning nearly parallel with the Sipsey, and empty-

ing into the Bigbee at Vienna.

. Lubbah, or Lubbub, is a large stream, risingin
Fayette coucty, flowing ncarly south, running
within one mile of Carrollton, on the east, and
uniting with Bear Creck, seven miles below that -

place. -

Colcire rises in Fayette and passes South-
westerly, within seven miles of Carrollton, empty-
ing into the Tombeckbee, above Pickensville.
This is a large and useful creck, having six or
seven mills upon its banks in this county. There
i3 a tradition as to the way that this creek got its
name. At a very carly period, some Tennesseo
movers forded it in mid-winter, en an excced.

ingly cold day. They werc cold when they en-

tered the stream with their teams—colder whilo
in it, but became warm soon afler they got over.
The passage through the ecld watcr produced a
natural reaction and warmth, or heat was the
censequence.  They, thercfore, called iv cold-
fire, and so it has been called to this day.

Kincade runs out of Fayette across the North-
west corner of Pickens, and emptics iuto the
Tambeckbee.

|
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*“McBees creek rises in the county of Fayette
and empties iuto Kincade, T
Big creek is a very circuitous stream, rising

- some four miles north of Carrollton, running a

distance of half the length of the coun ty, passing
within a mile of Pickensville and emptying into
the Tombeckbee below that place some three
miles. Big Creek Chureh, of which Rev. Chas.
Stewart is pastor is named from this stream.
Beaverand other smaller creeks water the couns
ty. On the west of Tombeckbee, Boguechitta,
(Creek-Big,) flows out of Noxubee county,

Mississippi, in that same great receptacle of all

the streams of Pickens.

Naxes oF TowNs—Describe chief ones—Sta-
tistics of each—Distances from county site.

Carrollton, is situated 172 miles from the city of
Montgomery, county site; laid out in 1830, for
the Court-house town, as the exact centre of the
county; six hundred intabitants; agrowingand
flourishing place—cleven miles from Pickens-
ville, the old county site, on the Tombeckbee, a
pleasant town located in a wealthy section ; has
a fine, flourishing female institution, and an
Academy for males also ; three hundred inhabi-
tanta,

Bridgeville is situated twelve miles south of
Carrollton on the dircet stage road from Colum-
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bus to Montgomery. It is a small village like
Vienna, six miles from it on the Tombeckbee,
Memphis and Fairfield are two towns on the

west of the Tombeckbee, some six miles apart)- :

situated on the best cotton lands,
Yorkville is one of the oldest villages in this
part of the State, being settled by people from

the northern Districts of South Carolina. Ithas ,

formerly been a place of much business, and has
still two churches, two or three stores and as
many physicians, .

Franconia is a beautiful village ten miles south
of Carrollton upon the Bridgeville road, with
churches and schools. The other villages and
central points of business are Reform, Gordo,
King’s store and Olney. The distance from
Montgomery to each of these towns is easily as-
eertained from their distances from Carrollton,
sbove given,

Fack oF THE coUNTRY—Nature of the soil
— production—value of land —any thing peculiar
in the mode of improving the soil—markets for
productions. :

The general face of the country in Pickens is
not hilly but rolling, and the soil being sandy
except on the rivers and streams, is liable to
wash. The uplands were timbered, originally,
with about equal parts of pine and oak, with a

{HISTORY OF PICKENS cOoUNTY.] 183

variety of all sorts. The bottoms and plains are
equal to any land in this State for productive-
ness. Cotton, corn, wheat, rye and oats are the
staples; sweet and Irish potatoes, and a great
variety of vegetables.

The agricultural resources of the county re-
main yet to be developed, especiall y along our
numerous creeks and bottoms, which are yet to
be drained and cultivated. While there is much
government land unentered, this county eon-
tains much land worth - thirty dollars per acre,

-and many large plantations of upland worth
from five to fifteen dollars; also much poor worn

out lands, old-field, &e.

The later modes of culture, such as side-hill
and sub-soil plowing, ditching, &c., are receiving
attention ; have a flourishing Agricualtural Socic-
ty; principal market, Mobile.

RoAps—common, plank, railroads, McAdam-
ized, turnpike, &e.—bridges, toll or otherwise—
ferries, &c., loeation, name.

There are ferries over th: Tomback bee at
Fairfield, Vienna, Memphis, Jackson’s, Pickens-
ville, and Nashville; a bridge over Lubbub zt
Bridgeville (toll) and ore or two bridges axd
several ferries over the Sipsey.

There are two turnpikes thrown up acrces
Lubbub bottom, or swamp; one on the Tusca-



184 [HISTORY OF PICKENS COUNTY.)

loosa road from Carrollton, originally made by
Robert Jemison at considerable expense, for a
stage road, but never used by him. It isnow
kept up at the county’s cost, and shortens the

distance to Tuscaloosa from the Carrollton Court- -

house to thirty-three miles. The other turnpike
¥ ten miles above Carrollton, at Reform, on
which there is toll.

REL16GT0N—Sects—history of each—loeation
of churches—statistics of each denomination—
carliest preachers—short sketches of them.

Presbyterians, (old school, new school and

Cnmberland,) Baptists, Methodists, a fow Camp-
bellite Baptists, or Christians, and a fow Episco-

yalians ; Presbyterian churches at Carrollton, -

Pickensville, Reform, Franconia, (2) Bradfords,
over Sipsey and Sipsey turnpike.

Baptistsat Carrollton, Pickensville, Big creck,
Garden, Unity, Mt. Zion, Bethlehem, Spring
1Lill, Hebron, Liberty, Oak Ridge South Caroli-
na, Kellowship, Mt. Moriah, New Salem,.Arbor
Spring, Providence, Enon, Iop: well, Ebenezer,
Mt. Pleasant and Bridgeville, the locations of
which are nearly all indicated by the name.

Methodists at Carrollton, Pickensville, York-
ville, Reform, Union Chapel, Bridgeville and
Memphis,

- Ebenezer Ilcine was the first Methodist preachs -

PO
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or, now called” “Father Heine,” then a young
man, well known all over Alabama at this day ;

~came from Tennessee in 1819. The first Baptist

preacher was Elder Crocker, Parson Stewart was
next. lHenry Stanton was an early Methodist
preacher. The Presbyterians had preachers in
this county at an early day.

MANUFACTORIES OF ALL KINDS—name and
location and age of each—description of work
tarned out—capital—statistics—prominent cn-
terprising men—water or steam power.

We have nothing in this county worthy the

‘name of manufactories, unless producing the raw

ftaple may be so considered ; a fow small tanne-

ries and one or two water-power wool-carding

machines constitute the sum total under this
head. ‘

GENERAL CIIARACTER OF THE INHABITANTS
morally, socially, intellectually —what most pre-
vailing occupation—any thing in which they
excel.

Decidedly a religious community; many pro-
fessors of religion ; hospitable and social, frce
sndeasy. 'Therc are few men of highly cultiva-
ted minds, but most of the leading characters are

4 men of ordinary education, plain, yet intelligent;

many good business men, some connccted with

{ Mobile houscs. The preachers of the Guspel are
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not generally men of highly cultivated minds, |
“but many of them are respectable preachers not-

withstanding. o

The numerous schools and Academies now
gpringing up in this county, have begun to raise
the standard of intelligence, especially, among
the youth. Pickens sends more than her quota
to the State University, annually, and one of
her sons is now a professor there. o

If the people excel in anything, it is in being
a peaceable, law abiding community, when let
alone by demagogues.

The most prevailing occupation, it scarcely need

be remarked, is agriculture; corn and cottoni

more cotton to purchase more land and negrocs
to raise more cotton.

MINERALS-—metals—name, location, extent
and description —analysis of them—result—by
whom —mineral or medicinal properties—loca-
tion—public resorts, &e.

Nothing in the way of minerals. There ar
many copiously flowing springs along Lubbub
bottom, strongly impregnated with iron, or Cha-
lvbeate springs ; very cold and clear and refresh-
ing in the summer; two or three of thcse are
near Carroliton, and are much visited for the
water and recrcation.

ANTIQUITIES—]Ocation—description—scienti-

lation to them, &e. -

1 Irefer you to my sketches in the Pickens Re-
{ publican for proofs that both Desoto and Bien-
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fie-examination—classification—tradition- in re:

»
P

Pickens county was neutral ground between
tke Creeks of Tuscaloosa and the Choctaws,-but

I know of no mounds, graves or monuments of
the aborigines in her borders, T

ville, with their warriors, visited Pickens, or the
territory now so called.

. EpucaTtioNaL FACILITIES—mentioning name,

location, and present condition of the principal

1 schools—earliest school advantages—any indi-

viduals peculiarly identified with the matter.
Two Acudemies at Carrollton, male and fe-

| male, two at Pickensville, male and female, the
{ latter called “Pickensville Female Institute ;7 1s

one of the best female schools in this region of

{tountry, now under the charge of Robert Brad-
{thaw, lady and daughter, besides two or three
{ female assistants and a superior professor of mu.

fic, two ut Franconia, male and female, one at

{Olney, called Senaka Academy, taught by an
{Alabama University graduate, besides one at

Spring Grove, under the charge of Rev. Matthew
Lyon.  There are several schools in townships,

4 whose 16th section funds keep up the same the
{ vhole year; pay a classical teacher, and every
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trwnship but one, soma twenty-five, held elec:
tions and organized under the new Public School

Act.

For several years, Richard Gladuey, a Presby- § -
terian clergyman, of talents and learning, taught
a high classical school near the residence of Dr-

Peyton King, he was assisted by Robert Johu.

ston, Ksq., some twelve years ago. Mr. Gladney
is principal of a young ladies’ Seminary, at Ab- :
erdeen; Mississippi, and Mr. Johnston is a well |
known citizen of this county, to this da y. With--

in the last ten yoars saveral young men of this
county, and othars from abroad, have done much

to raise the stanlard of edusation and give an .

impetus to this good ciuse.

TIMBER—Fruit trees—mun tains, course, ex-
tent—any thing paculiar about them —ad va, ntages
—fruit—animals peculiar to county, &e.

Apples, peaches, pars, plums, figs currents
and grapes are cultivated, but could be to a great-
er extent. Iam inclined to think the long-leg-
ged, lean, long-snouted, hedge-hog looking swine
which have sich a penchant for the woods are
descendants of thz hags which Bienville left
among the Indians; the latter had large droves
of hogs in early days, but the hog is not a native
of Amoriea. Where, then, did they get their
bogs if not from the Spanirds some one hundred

; cal or religious cast of each, &c.—pioneers in thig
work, .
1 The first Press ever established here, was the
Pickensvile Register, by Dr. W. D. Lyles, in
March, 1840, being twenty years afier the for.

Y

{
;

{ mation of the county,

i
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and fity years ago? The breed left here by
the aborigines, are still extunt among us. The
Choctaws owned large numbers of wild hogs.. .

T ae—— .
CHAPTER X1V, o
GENERAL VIEW CONTIN UED.

A Brief Prepared Jor Mr. M. P. Blye.
NEWSPAPERs—history of the press—names of
papers, &c., now published —circulation—po]iti-

or about fifteen years ago.
It was located at Pickensville, and was conduct-

ed by its founder as a Demoeratic paper. Dr.
Lyles is a gentleman well known in this part of
the country. Ie still resides in the contiguous

{ county of Noxubee, Missis<ippi, where he is a

leading politician.

e sold out the Legister in
March, 1841, after

one year's experience as its

1 editor,

William Chalmers, Esq., purchased out Dr.
Lyles.and commenced publishing the Pi kens.
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ville Register as a Whig paper in 1841." M
Chalmers was an able editor and an excellent"
Having recently deceased, we will quote

man.
a notice of his death from the pen of R. T. John-

ston, Esq., who was connected with the Register

a portion of the time while Mr. Chalmers re.
mained its chief editor. :

It is with feelings of sadness that we announce-

the death of William Chalmers, at Mansfield,
Louisiana, on the 9th April, instant.

The deceased was born in Scotland, in the
vear 1806, and emigrated to this country early
in life, and landed in Virginia. Ile then went
aboard a United States man-of-war, on a cruise
to the Mediterranean, and while in that service,
was stricken with paralysis, which rendered him,
to a great degree, a cripple for life. Te was re.
lieved from service and revisited the land of his
nativity. e shortly after returned to this coun:
try and took up his residence in Pickensville, in
this county, where he became widely and favor.
ably known, and universally respected for his

high intelligence, sterling integrity, urbanity of

manners and proptitudein business, ‘1le had the
entire confidenze of his neighborhood, and so
long as he remained among us, he discharged
the duties of Justice of the Peace, and Post-mas-
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ter, and ‘Mayor of the town of Pick.
the satisfaction of all, o
- He edited the Pickensville Register in the years
1841-'42, discharging the duties of the editorial
chair, with great facility, with satisfaction to his
party, and credit to the cause he advocated. By
lis energy and business habits, with a due regard
o cconomy, he secured a very fair and compe-
ont share of the good things of this world and

nsville, to

{lispensed them with proper liberality, on such

subjects of charity and public spirit, as he deen-

4ed worthy,

Ile removed to Louisiana in the vear 1851,
{nd engaged in business, where he died.

{ Thus has passed from earth, one who served
{Vis day and generation, with energy, promptitude,
%integrity and amenity; and the writer of these
lines is not the only one who will recur, with
fectionate regard, to a reminiscence of the
{many virtues of the deceased, of his wise counsel
{mnd warm friendship.

Robert 'I'. Johnston, Esq., havin g been as above
siated, a frequent writer for the Legister —bought
dout Mr. Chalmers in 1842, and assumed the chair
Jlitorial. T refer you to the sketches sent at
jour request for a rathar lengthy notice of the
{ctive public carcer of Mr, Johnston. Mr, Mat.-
{hew Lyon, purchased the press in November,




192 [HISTORY OF PICKENS COUNTY.] [mSTORY oF PicKENS countY.] 19

s ds the Reqister a ain chaf «# ister Press at (?arrollton uader the title of “ De.
1663, and in bis hands the Ry & A mocrat,” but it was disco ntinued after a few

ed its politics. Mr. Lyon is a practical printer’ months,

and had been the foreman of the office from nearl y _ e . ) ;
its first existence. Mr. Lyon resides still in thig §  The Pickens Republican was established at Car.
rollton, March 20th, 1845, as a whig Press, which

county, and is at present the Principal of théf‘_ : : -
Sprin)g’ Grove Academy, a flourishing school,”§ ¢haracter it hus ever since endeavored to main.

imself and lady. I hardly'§t%in. The present editor having written to J.
under the charge of himself and lady s M. D. Slade, Esq., of the T'uscaloosa Monitor,

know whether to class my fricnd as “ Fsq.,” ol'" ] . '
‘ ” dopt plain * Mr.” but he §for a press, or for information as to the procuring
e ey §ofa press. Mr. Slade placed the letter into the

in’ ms ities during the fiftcen” !
has acted in miny capaciti 8 4hands of James M. Norment, one of his journey-

. s, v ]
ears of his residence in Pickens county. Iin:st_ s * of |

Z printer, then editor, next a lawyer, and Regis- Jmen, at that time, the result of which was that
H

ter in Chancery, as well as editor of the  Regis- §¥r. Norment brought the present press on which

ter,” afterwards a clergyman and now a teacher, {ine Republican is printed, into the county. At

{%he expiration of ten weeks, ten numbers having

h still a preacher. I may add he is one of ‘ .
:ilzurﬁ;st accep}t)able preachers of the Baptist per. {teen issued, Mr. Norment offering to sell out, at

suasion among us, Iis education is mostly the' § fhe urgent desire of their friends, the late S. 'I".

result of self-culture, being a man of sound jUdg':. {
ment and inquiring mind. That he is a ready’ ;
writer, his late correspondence in the West A]a-' ]
bamian, during a trip to the North, from which }

- d, will show. - pamns _ _ )
helﬁs Jf,l;:):et;ﬁisigd the Legister until tho | Jeremiah Marston, Esq., is g native of New

spring of 1845, when it ceased for the want of {limpshire, a graduate of Dartmouth College,

having been established {fady and forcible writer and a sound whig.—
:: I;II:: rgo?::‘:).tl?::seprweﬁ?cﬁanatgrally received the ;.;IIe came to this place from Tennessee with the

burden of the official patronage, Subsequently, giommendation of James K. Polk in his pocket

Messrs, Lyon & Tremble re-established the Reg- 483 teacher, and under his auspices the prescrt
¢ - ) e <0
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Male Academy was founded. He still resides
in this village, engaged in the practice of the law |
as copartner of Judge Revis. He is a bachelor, |

that is to say a young bachelor, as well as Bach-

elor of Arts, by virtue of his College Diploma:

The present editor of the Republican bought

Mr. Marston’s interest in May, 1849, not with a
view of becoming editor, but in a short timg 3
circumstances made it necessary for him to as; |
cend the editorial triped. TFor the two next |
years it was conducted by him, Mr. Porter still |
;'cmaining publisher or joint proprietor, at- the
expiration of which time Mr, Porter bouglit the Jender date of 1st September, 1854, written to the
{vidow of the deceased

Jer having been previously applied to

cutire interest, and for two years longer Mr.
Porter conducted the Lepublican, receiving some
oceasional aid from his friends. 5

Mr Samuel T. Porter, was from' first to last,
connected with this paper cight years, ITe had

Leegister for much of the five years of its existence;
trious, temperate, without the faults which too

many of his craft possess. Mr. Porter was a caa.
didate for Sheriff in 1853 in {his county, but

unsnceessful. It is not necessary to say he was |

a whig. e died at his futher’s in Choctaw

county, Mississippi, the 11th day of April, 18'54,"
of" dropsy, which diszase had Leen ‘developing |

o e L TR N

i

 fumsrory oF proxens COUNTY.] 195

itself for many months previous, and for whick
he visited Cooper's Well, a celebrated remedy
for that complaint; but not being benefitted, he
was on his return home at the time of his deatk.
Mr. Porter’s long connection with the press of
this county, together with the circumstance that
N0 appropriate obituary notics hag ever appear
ed of him, owing to a want of the requisite
knowledge of his early history; being permitted,

{ here take pleasure in embodying into thig
tketch an extract from g letter from Mr. Porter’s

father, J. M. Porter, of Huntsville, Mississippi,

at Carrollton,

for infor.
mation of the life of the son replies thus:

~“S.T. Porter was born February the 18ih

{1819, on the north side of the Warrior river near

been employed in the office of the Pickensville 4the town of Tuscaloosa, but was partly raised in

{Suth Carolina, Abbeville
as journeyman, He was a good printer, indus, |

District, T havin
moved from Tuscaloosa back to South Carolina.

In his 9th or 10th year I moved to Madisor

{®unty, North  Alabama, in 1829, In his 12tk

he remained
When I removed to Noxubee coun-

Y Mississippi, he came with me and shortly
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after he went to Columbus, this State, and workg
ed there for some time in one of the printing

[HISTORY OF PICKENS QOUNTY.)

offices. He afterwards went to Tuscaloosa and |

worked in a printing office there quite a length
of tiine, and from the time he left Tuscaloosa
until he finally settled in Carrollton, he worked
at his business as a journeyman printer at Ma:
con, Mississippi, Pickensville and Tuscaloosa.
During the war between Mexico and Texas he
joined a company of emigrants from Tuscaloosa

and went to Corpus Christi, and served sever) .
months under Col. Jere. Clemens, of Huntsville, |

Without being furnished by the Governmep:'t
either rations, clothing or pay, the men were dis-

banded in the wilds of Western Texas, and |
Samuel had to make his way home as best he .

could without money, his clothes worn out a d
bare-footed. e, however, met with friends thxrt

farnished him shoes and others that gave hip §
some clothing, and after a time he reached home. |

His Texas trip put an end to all his wildand §4) /=" 0 - the advice of Judge Ormand, over

{tyear, was admitted to the bar by Circuit Judges

rambling notions.” o
Smith and Eastland bought the Republican

office, to take possession the 1st of January, 1853, |

and conducted it as Editors and Publishers, fore
little over a year, when Major Eastland sold ou}
his interest to the present Proprietor. ,

Mujor Orville Kastland isa gentleman well and

107
favorably known—a man of little early educa-
tion, but often a very forcible writer, a planter,
lawyer, formerly a merchant, worked in a print-

ing office whea a lad. Major Eastland resides
about three miles from Carrollton, on his planta-
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{tion, but comes almost daily to town, where he
{ keeps his office for professional business. The

Major was born in Buncombe county, North Ca-
roliua, and is about forty-nine years of age.
" Modesty forbids the present Editor of the Re-
publican, to say much about himself, or his unim-
portant history. He was born during the pres-
ent century, (at what particular figures, his being
yet unfortunately a bachelor, forbids him to tell,)
in Greene county, New York, upon the Catskill
Mountains; wasgraduated at Yale College, New
Haven, Connecticut, in 1840, came to the South
that year, and lived in the States of Kentucky,
Vississippi, and Alabama, as a pedagogue, some
three years, reading meanwhilealittle law. Studi-

bapman and Baylor, in October, 1844, and took
the oath to support the Constitutions of the Unit.
td States, and of Alabama, and to be faithful to
s clients, At the first subsequent sitting of the
Sapreme Court of Alabama, was relicensed upon
examination belore Justiecs Collier, Ormand, and
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Goldthwaite. Having settled at Carrollton, if

the fall of 1844, he has now been a resident of
this place ten years, this present month of Octo- |
ber, with the exception of some fifteen months;.

~ abscnce in 1851 and 52, to Europe, during whiche

time he was a cosmopolite. As regards hig con
nection with this paper however, he has been its -

ion. :

The West Alabamian was established at Car- |
rollton, by Major Robert A. Faton, as a demo- ]
cratic paper, in April, 1849. Major Eaton died. -
the 5th day of October, 1858, aged 42 years. As |

the deceased filled an important place as an Ala;,
bama Printer; I will quote from a notiee of him

in the West Alubamian, of that date, that press. °

having been sold by Major Eaton, a short time:

before his death. P

“ Major Eaton was born on the 2d of July, A.
D. 1812, in Lancaster, Pa. e learned the pro~
fession of printing, in the office of the Lancaster.
Intelligencer.  He removed to Alabama, in 1836;
and located at Bellforte, Jackson county. At
that place he cstablished the North Alabama Star,

which he conducted with marked zeal and abili~.
ty. In 1836, he removed to the city of Tuscas, |
loosa, where, jointly with Samuel A.Hale, Esq.:.

B
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he conducted the Flag of the ‘Union, for several
ycars, then the leading democratic journal in the’
State; and at the same time published The South-
¢rn, a monthly periodical, devoted to Southern
Literature. In 1842, be returned to Bellefonte,

| and established the Jackson County Democrat, but
4 » the winter of the same year, he went back to:
Editor four of its ten years existence, anderitte'xi‘ 1‘
for it more or less all the time, after his poor fashx

Tuscaloosa, and established the Qazette. "From
‘\1841 to 49, he was often employed in printing
the Supreme Court Reports, and was elected
state Printer by the Legislature, five successive
years. He was elected Magyor of the city, which
office he resigned. In April, 1849, he removed
to this-place, and established the West Alabamian,

§ Deep thought and sound sense always character-

ked his leading articles in this paper.  He frc-
fuentiy set his editorials in type without having

vritten copy. The press had not a better or
teater workman in the State.”

Judge Zachariah L. N abers, was the successor
of Major Eaton, in 1853. He is a Lawyer, and

' Iate legal copartner of B, W. ITuntington. JHeis

you probably know, a very ardent Democrat, is
s native of South Carolina, was educated in Geor.

{¢gia, married in Pickens, a Miss Linton, and bas

made a competency by perseverance and indus-
try. See sketches for further particulars,
+Judge A. B. Clitherall, was connceted with the
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West Alabamian as contributor, and during one
or two canvasses, as Editor, I should not omit
tostate. Thislatter gentleman writes with much
fluency and point. Butyou do not need to learn
from me the history of “ Alex.”

To bring down the history of the press to the

present time, requires but a few more sentences. :
The Republican remains in the hands of Mr. -
Smith, as sole Editor, Proprietor, and Publisher. |

The West Alabamian passed into the hands of
Messrs. Croxton & Hill, in the winter of 1835,
from Mr. Nabers. Soon after, Mr. Hill retired,
after disposing of his interest, when Mr. A. Hen-

1y, became a copartner of Mr. Croxten. Mr.

Croxton eame from North Alabama. He is a

practical Printer, is personally a clever genileman -

and a bachelor. William Mark Hill resides af
this place with his mother, ané is at present en.
gaged in the Republican office, upon this work
Jointly with Mr. N. G. Brooks, throwing off to.
gether about fifty pages a week. He was raised
as a Printer in the West Alabamian office, under
Major Eaton, along with Mr. Andrew Henry.—
Both are good Printers. Such is the whole brief
account of the Press of Pickens county, and it will
thus be seen, sixteen years after the first Press
was founded at Pickensville, atter no little change,
and vicisitude, no little talent having been_at

’
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-times engaged upon the papers of Pickens coun-
ty, that two presses are now, to all appearance,
permanently established at Carrollton, the.coun-
ty site— Macte virtute. S
RECAPITULATION.
- WM. D. LYLES, a man of good eduzation. -
- WM. CHALMERS, a classical scholar,
Rosr. T. JonNsTON, a graduate of Danville
College, Ky.
MATHEW LYoN, a good self-made scholar—a
practical printer. '
NELson F. SMiTH, a graduate of Yale,
- JERE. MARSTON, a graduate of Dartmouth.
i SAMUEL T. PORTER, a practical printer.
~ ORVILLE EASTLAND, had few educational ad-
wantages—in a printing office one year when a
lad—well informed.
i R. A, Earon, a practical printer.
A. B. CLITHERALL, has a good academieal ed-
ucation.

{ ' 2. L. NABERS, a graduate of Athens, Ga.

E. J. CroxroN, a practical priuter.

- CLivaTE—peculiar local discases—Ilocal causes
for them—remarkable cases of longevity, if any
—any very remarkable visitation like pestilence

{o epidemic to man or beast.
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. The climate of Pickens, varics little from that

of other interior portions of Alabama in the same
latitude. The local diseases are those arising
chiefly from miasma—intermittant and remittant
fevers; certain forms of neuralgia ; typhoid fever
also seem local, and to some extent produced by
mmsma, in summer, fever, in winter, pneumo-
nia; the latter being connected frequent] Jy with
remlttant fever, the result, perhape, of miasma
imbibed the previous summer. In 1851'-52-'53
and 1854, pneumonia assumed an epidemie char-
acter, and in the summers following epidemic
dysentary prevaiied and was very fatal.

The chief local cause of disease in this county
is miasma, arising from the extensive creek bot-
toms, pools and ponds, filled with decaying veg-
etable matter, interrupted by rafts, causing fre-
quent overflows in the wide swamps, which dry-
up in summer, except the pools above spoken
of, where the water become stagnant.

Threc-fourths, or more, of the area of Pickens
furnishes free-stone water of an excellent quali-
ty ; the other portions rotton limestone, such as
is generally found in the prairics.

KARLY SETTLERS—sketches of each—any now
Living—remarkable facts orenterprises, if any, &e.’

- The first pionecr was Josiah Tilly, 1817, lives

in Texas with the Choctaws, and has an Indian

| child in his family; he died here,
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wife ;’aged about séventy ; Jonathan York'was
the second settler here, the first birth of a white
"Others are 87
P. Doss, still living ‘in Pickens. The Sherrods;
Balls, Coxes, now numercus in this county, cainé’
in 1818; several are now . living: who came mto- ‘
Plckens prior to 1820.- T e &
EMINENT MEN IN EACH DEPARTMENT—name-
class and deeds—present position—location, &o.
The‘p'ominent men of Pickens have received .
such copious notices in this volume, that it would
be but needless repetition to copy from the brief
under the abovetitle. If this county has not pro-
duced any characters entitled to be called *emi~

- nent;” she has raised, and still may boast among

her citizens, gcnllemen of talents and mforma .
tion, much above the average of many who are:
con%idered the “Heads of the people.” Several
persons who once resided here are now leading’
ch:nacters in other States.

Some remarks might be appended to the above
general view. Tt is the sincere desire to state”
facts as they exist, presenting rcliable statistics,
such as can be hereafter depended upon by en-.
quirers for the truth.

* The meagre account of the religions denomi-
nations might be somewhat extended, yet after
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the most industrious research, it has been found

impossible with the writer to give as satisfactory
an account of the early preachers as was desira-

ble. The first white man who preached in the.

county was undoubtedly * Father Hearn,” as
stated above. Ebenezer Hearn came to Pickens
from Tennessee, a young man, unmarried, as-

long ago as 1819. He is said to have solemnized .

the first nuptials within the county, between

lewis Christopher and Elizabeth Cox, in the

month of February, 1820. Elizabeth was a
daughter of Danie! Cox. Had it been in the
power of the writer to have lain his hands upon
an interesting sketch of Father Iearn which ap-
peared in the New Orleans Caristian Advocate,
some time ago, it would have been cmbodied
substantially in these pages.*

Henry Stanton was a very early preacher in
this county, and also a Methodist.

+3ut the Rev. Ebenezer Hearn, preached in the Bear-
Meat Cabin, and this must have beenin 1816 or’17. I'his
was the first religious address ever delivered in Blount.—
History of Blount County.

1€ Nilr. Powell is correct in his date, thenis our informe
ant mistaken. But Mr. Powell does not appear positive.
11e uses the phrase must have been, as il he wns makinga
deduction, rather than stating a well ascertained fact. May
it not have been that Mr. Hearn preached in the Beur-Meat
Cabin on his way from Tennessee to this county? He
was, however, an itinerant preacher, and in the iabit of
taking extensive excursions through the early settlements.
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" The first Baptist Church formed in this coun-

ty was founded by Elder Crocker, at Yorkville
-within the few first years of the earliest settle-
ments in Pickens. The Parson lived to an ad-
vanced age and died in Pickens. 7
 The next minister of the gospel entitled to
notice is the Rev. Charles Stewart, the present
Pastor of Big Creek Church. The following
public record will indicate the long standing of
Parson Stewart in our community. It seems to
be the register in Pickens of a certificate of au-
thority to administer the ordinances of the gos-
pel which was received in Tuscaloosa county :
STATE OF ALABAMA,
TuscaLoosa CounTy.

This is to certify that Charles Stewart, a min-
ister of the Gospel, and a member of the Baptist
church of Christ at Big Creek, hath been this day
set apart by Robert Portwood and Thos. Baines,
apresbyter called for thatpurpose. W herefore,
the said Charles Stewart is ordained a minister
of the Gospel in legal order, and is hereby au-
thorised to administer all the ordinances of the
New Testament.

+ Given under our hands this the 24th day of
May, 1828. “ROBT. PORTWOOD,

THOMAS BAINES.
* Deccmber, 18, 1828.
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. Mr. Stewart located in Pickens ir 1828 but g

so extensive a sketch of him appears in'another

placeas a member of the legislature, and as act-

ing in other official capacities that no more need
be here said of this worthy gentleman. - &
. The second Baptist congregation within this
county, was gathered together at what is called
the “Garden.” In 1831, the Rev. William R,
Stansel removed to chkeus from Georgia, and

was the regular Pastor at the Garden Church for

many years. [He still resides in that neighbor-
hood, is a highly respectable planter and a good
citizen. Mr. Stansel is father of Judge M. L;
Stansel, of Carrollton.

The Preﬂbytermnshqd also, someearly Church-
cs and congregations established in Pickénsi—
Their first preachers were not permanent here;

but their places of wors]up were supplied byv

itinerant preachers, as missionaries.

It has already been stated that the ongmak
settlerﬂ, as well as the present inhabitants of
Pickens county were, and are,moral and religious.
Such is the testimony of those old persons who
are entitled to speak on this point. It was but
recently asserted by one who is reliable authori-
ty that “the times were more moral, quiet and
peaceable with the first settlers than they are

now.” That “ people seemed to get along much.
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better. in those old days,” and says the same-au:
thority—*we would have nothing to do with a
bad man. . If a trifling, worthless character came
among ug, we said nothing to him, but if his con-
duct becameintolerable, we got rid of him. "We
told all such to leave us, and we Just made lhem
clear out.” -

Frurrs, &e.—1It is doubtful wl ether as much
attention is paid to fruit raising in Pickens coun:
ty at this time, as was in early times. Therearé
evidences around all the old houses and old fields,
of much care having been devoted to fruit trecs,
especially peach-orchards, by the early settlers
of this county. There does not secm to be as
much attention given to this or any other kind
of fruit as formerly. Is itnot strange that the
land owners of Pickens are not more zealous in
planting all sorts of fruit trees? Nature hasgiv-
en us a soil and a climate most propitious for thé
production of superior-peaches. Ithas been found
by actual experiment, that apples in abundance,
and of excellent varieties, can be raised here.—
Pears can be also raised. Quinces—this is their
exact latitude and longitude—are a fruit which
can be more speedily and abundantly grown here,
than in any other country. It is an ubuiquitus
fruit, but here it is almost- indigenous. "Pluins
can be cultivated by the requisite care and attent
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' o
tion.  Grapes flourish among us of rare qualities.” §

Why then do the planters deprive the.mselves and
‘their families of the delicious} luxuries of thgse
agreeable and wholesome fruits?

The sixteenth section School fund of Pickeps:

i forty thousand dollars, .

: ;‘tu:nnuzl revenue raised by taxation has

varied from forty to fifty per cent. on the State

tax and averaged nearly four thousand dollars,

‘I'neavailable fands of the county amount to

about five thousand and five hfm.dred .dollars.
Pickens county has been divided into from

twenty to twenty-five election precinets for over .

last twenty-five years, ' .
th(3I‘he following presents a few interesting sta.
tistics of the courty, gathered from the Jatest
census, (1855:)

‘\Vhite’ males under 21 years, - . . . 9891

White males over 21 u - - - g (1)(1;
White females under21 « . . . . . 306+
White females over 21« . . _ .
,

Total Whites, - - - . . . . . 10’()‘1;,2,
Insane, (none sent abroad,) - - - . . o
Slaves, (no free negroes)) - - - . . \

Total of inhabitants, - . . . . 20,5;5(1)
Academies, - - . . . - . . o .

port of the State Comptroller, in 1854
{ writer, and at the time published
{ frther view of the resources of
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Number of Common Schools, . .., e 90
Number sent to Sckool, . . 1,148
White children batwae , eight and sixteen
yearsofage . . .| . R
Only two counties, Dallas and Macon, have

more Academieg than Pickens

% 8everal have more
Common Schools, Three, Chambers, Lowndeg

and Russel haye ten Academies each, and byt
two others have more than six each,

The Cotton crop of Pickeng may be estimate|

at this time at between twenty and twenty-five

thousand baleg, The wheat Crop at between

seventy-five and one hundred thousanq bushels,

{ are raised to one of wheat,

The following statistics gathered from the re,

y by the
» Will present »

Pickens county,
in comparison witl, other Alabama counties :

Pickens State tax, $18,620; Wilcox, 815,873 ;
Russel], $17,710; Chambers, 817,757 Sumter,
$19,885; Lowndes, $20,573 ; Perry, F2LRTS .

{ Macon, $22,171; Barbour, $22,848; Madison,

$23,639 ; Marengo, $24,173; Greene, 28,373
Dallas, $33,325 ; Montgomcry, $43,756 ; Mobile,
$55,946.

Thus it Appears that Pickens g the fifteent',.
<4 2
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in imporiance as ragards wealth; being ahead of

Tuscaloosa, but falling below her two neares
neighbors, Greane and Sumter. There are somo
curions expositions of articles taxed more OF less,
in diffsrent counties ond localities, such a8 go'd
and silver watches, fobs, chains, Bowie knives,
revolving pistols, cards, raffles, jewelry, &e.

Gold watches, 143, taxed $72 503 cilver watch-

03, 146, taxed $36 8); chains, fobs, &c, 68, tax-
od $17 005 Bowie kuives, and revolvers, 16
taxed $32 005 cards, packs, 36 taxed $3~ 60
studs and jeks, valued at $5,190, taxed $20 95.
No raffles reported.
$41,217 ; moncy loaned in Pickens, $157,304;
gross incomne of Pickens Lawyers m}d Doctor:
&, $36,070; value of Pickens Libraries, $2,340.
This lass it:m i3 Very _
trxable and nob taxable property of this kind,
for the Carroliton libraries alone are worth more.
Tusealoost has 220 zold watches, 7828 s'aves,
1250 whit» males, six bowie knive- and §8,420
valus in libraries. -
Washington, the com'y where th> old Terrt-
{orial Capital one 8to »l, now has siX pa('-ks of
cards and four bowis knives, bosides 20, gold, |
ard O silver wat:hos Ler real estaty, being valu-
ed at $201,635. .
Mobile has 1074 white malvs, that is, less than

Sehool fund die Pickens, |

4 lature after cach enumeration.
1 appointment, Tuscaloosa and Pickens was con-
gtituted one Senatorial District, Pickens then in-
cluding Fayette within her boundaries, so that
‘ lhg area now cmbraced in these present counties
of Tuscaloosa, Pickens and Fayette, composed
said D’strict, and hal one Senator and three
1 Representatives, the ratio for a member of the
1 ITouse of Representatives at that time, being 1730.
{ There must have been, therefore, at least 5190

inhabitants within those three counties in 1820,
and 1821,

far below the value of
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Pickens; 820 gold, and 202 silverwétches;‘m :
free negros and mulattoes, over saven millions

of real estate, still Pickens has $1,708,000, in-
-real estate. -

R -
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'CHAPTER XVI

SENATORS OF PICKENS.

The Statc Constitution provided for the taking
of the census in 1820-'23 and 1826, and for an
spportionment of Senators, &c,, by the next legis-

Under the first

The name of the Senator first elected in the

District thus composed, the writer has not been
able to learn, after two years inquiry—the infor-
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mation could not be had in Montgomery, and the
‘ oldest inhabitant,” has as yet failed to commu-
He was undoubtedly a resident of .
Tuscaloosa, that being the most populous and

nicate it.

oldest county. _—
The next apportionment changed considerably

the geography of the District to which Pickens !
was attached. It was composed of Fayette, Ma- -
rion, Pickens and Walker. The first Senator

chosen from this District was the late Judge Jesse
Van Hoose, of Northport, Tuscaloosa county.—
1Ie was born in Montgomery county, North Caro-
Jina, in 1788, and was the son of a revolutionary
soldier.

this State, and married there. He was elected

the first Clerk of the Circuit Court of that coun. |
ty under the Constitution, an office of great im- |

portance and much desired, the dutics of which
he discharged with credit, but resigned before

the end of the term, though he might have re: { fllows is from the pen of the Hon. Joshua L

tained it, having been almost unanimously elect-
cd. Trom Franklin he removed to Fayette and

‘was there soon after appointed Judge of the |

County Court, in which office it devolved upon
him to aid in organizing that county, which he
did greatly to its benefit.

In August, 1825, Jesse Van IToose was elect-

ed Senator for the District to which Pickens be:

In 1817, he settled in Frankin county,
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longed. " This gentleman held many other offices

of honor and trust, during his ‘long and useful

life. - He' was for many years, a Trustee of the
State University. In 1841, he removed his resi-

§ dence from the county of Fayette to Northport,

Tuscaloosa, county. He departed this life on the

{ 23d day of March, 1852, aged sixty-four years,

highly respected and deeply lamented by all
who .knew him. He had been for many years a
eonsistent member of the Cumberland Presbyte-
rian Church. He left a widow and three s<.ms,
of .whom, one, Albert E. Van Hoose, Esq., now
resides at Carrollton and is the present Solicitor
of the Seventh Judicial District. Another son,
James Van Hoose, Esq., is a resident of the city
of Tusealoosa, the legal copartner of Hon. F.
Woolsey Peck, and it may be added the Secrc-
tary of the Historical Society of Alabama.

The notice of Judge Van Hoose which here

Martin, kindly prepared for thesz pages, but it
breathes such a sincere and appreciative spitit on
the part of the Ex-Governor, as the friend of the
deceased and an admirer of his man y virtues, that

| itisapproprinted, as written, and theliberty taken

to name the author:
JESSE VAN Hoose.—In the list of Senators
from the District composed formerly of the coun-
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ties of Pickens, Fayette, Marion and Walker, the
name of Jesse Van Hoose, stands prominetly
forth. He represented those Senatorial Districts
during the most important period of the Legisla-
tion of the State. Under the Constitution adopt-
cd by the Convention at Iuntsville, in 1819,
provision was made for a gradual change froma
territorial to a State Government.  Some of the
most important acts of organization wcre left to
be completed at the session of the Legislature to.
be held in 1825, among which were the establish-
ment of a more stable judiciary, and the perma-
nent location of the scat of Government. |

The session referred to was admitted by all; to |
be next in importance to the Convention itself;
and hence in looking around for Senators and
Representatives, the attention of the people wrs
directed to the sclection of the wiscst and most
reliable of our citizens.  In the District mention-
cd 10 other difficulty presented itself; than that §
of obtaining the consent of Mr. Van Hoose, to
serve them. Modest and 1etiring, the solicita-
tions which brovght him forth, as a candidate,
were of the most urgent character, from every
portion of the District, and his triumphant elec-
tion showed the estimation in which he was held
by his fellow-citizens. It was almost unanimous.

216

Hoose was prominent. Altlkough he did not
miugle in the debates which occurred, his high
character for honesty and a sound and upright
man, rendercd it only necessary for him to ex-
press his views upon any question, to carry with
him the best members in both branches of the
Legislature, where he was-honored and beloved
by all. :
Unambitious of politiezl preferment or official
distinction, having no other end in view than a
faithful performance of the duties arising out of
the emergency which called him forth, he served -
but- two scssions of the term, for which he was
elected. Ilaving at the first scssion located the
geat of Government at Tusca’oosa, the sccond,
which was held at that place, he considered -
portant, in getting the State Government under
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1 way at its ncw seat, and as among the duties 1¢-
4 quired of him by bis constituents, the perform-

ance of which he had undertaken, hence he
continued to serve them to the end of the second
session of his term.  Ile then resigned the honor
conferred on him, in order that he might enjoy
the more congenial position of private life in his
happy fumily, and in the society of bis numerous

{ friends. IIe had finished all that he had under-

taken to do, and now reccived the plaudit “ well

In the memorable session referred to, Mr. Van Idone good and fuithful servant.”  After the re-
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tirement of Mr. Van Hoose, he was not like most
of the politicians at the present day, forgotton,

or his influence unfelt. Although he was not &
noisy man on the hustings and seemed to take

but little interest in elections, still he continued .

to wield an influence and control over them
totally irresistible. ‘As an illustration of this, I
may mention, that a candidate for Congress in
his District deelared, ‘“that his efforts were vain
until Mr. Van Hoose expressed a wish for his
success, and then his days were like May morn-
ing, and his stream to success, without a ripple.”
While he was prudent and cautious in all his
transactions, his friendships were warm and ‘en-
during, and in the serviee of a friend “his eye
never winked and his wing never tired.” He
never deserted a worthy friend, he had charity
for his foibles, and forgave them, but the dis-
honest or dishonorable man, found in him an
unyielding opponent.

No man enjoyed a larger share of unmixed
friendship fiom his ncighbors than Mr. Van
Ioose.  Firm and decided in his sentiments, and
bold in their avowal, he gave eause of offence to
no one. Careful of the nights of others, he was
always ready to take care of his own. It has
Dbeen said, and correctly too, “that his integrity
was proverbial, it was unassailed and unassuila-
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ble.. No one dared to speak evil-of him, for a
disparaging remark of his honor, integrity or
goodness, would have recoiled with scathing ef-
fect upon its author.” J .
¢ Judge Van Hoose, having, as stated by Gov.
Martin, resigned, his successor was Gen. James
Moore, of Marion county, of whom little is known
by the writer. He was a planter, was opposed
by one John Duke, of the same county, whom

he beat, and was himself beaten when again of-

fering in 1829 or 1830, by Rufus K. Ahderson,»
and was again beaten in 1832, by Anderson.—
Mr. Moore is still living, and is said to reside in

Monroe county, Mississippi *

*The absence of records, and the discrepancy in the re
collections of persons, put it beyond the power of the wri-
ter,to furnish the exact dates of the elections and terms of
rervice of the Senators prior to 1829. We have the an-
thority of Gov. Martin, that Judge Van Hcose was elected
in 1825, und served two sesrions. and then resigned.  This
brought his successor’s elcctien 1o a period subsequent to
the third apportionment under the State Constitutien, (r af-
ter the canvass of 1826, whichapportionment eculd not have
been made before the sesrien «f 1826 or '27 which must
have brought on a new election for all the Scratorsin the
Slnlg, in August, 1827. Itis, therefore, not probable any
election took place, to fill out the unexpired torm of Judge
Van Hoose, since the general electicn for all the State Scn-
ators, was coming on in August, of 1827, the same year of
tllie rle.mgnation of Judge Van Hoose, according to Gonernor

artin,

The Senators at that time, were arrangedintothree class-
ef, 50 that one-thitd would go out and come in every yeut,
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Rufus K. Anderson, Esq., was elected to.thé
Senate from the District composed of Marion;
Fayette, and Pickens, at the August election, as -

is believed, of 1829. IIe was a son of Col. Wil

liam P. Anderson, who removed from one of the

western counties of Virginia, to Franklin county,
Tennessee. Wm. P. Andarson, wasthe intimate
personal friend of General Jackson, who is said
to have once saved his life at Winchester Court-

house, from an infuriated crowd. In the Wash- R

ington Daily Globe, of January 1st, 1853, in a
rather severe eriticiem of Baldwin’s ¢ Party Lead-
ers,” mention is mads of the matter here alluded
to, as follows: .
The affair of Patton Arlerson furnishes a re-
markuble instance of Jackson’s sense of justicsy
and a readiness to takes on himsell its vindica-
tion, at whatever hazard.  Anderson was a *
* % of great prowess, who had in.
flamed, by some vielenes, a body of men, who
determined to panish him in their own way, in
defiance of the law. Anderson pointed out to
General Jackson, from a beoth, where they cas-
vally met, on some public ocrasion, the approach
of armed men, whom he knew to be those who

and they drew by lot for the terms o7 1, 2, and 3 years, but
the writer is ignorant whether M core, l.ss than the longest
period of three years. : ,
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had threatencd to take his life. “General Jack-
son leaped upon the table, spread from one‘end
of the booth to the other, pulled out his iron to-
bacco-box, as he clattered along the table, snap:
ped it in his hand, making a noise like cocking -
a pistol, and, with a Jook of resolutc passion in
his face, brought the lynching party to a stand,

at the remote end of the Looth, while Anderson
escaped at the other end «wmidst the consterna-
tion. General Jackscn's mode of taking the
quarrel on himeclf, in the mean time, brought
on a parley, and so it ended. In this case, the
appearancz of violent passion wes puton to save

a doomed man from a fate which he had, insome
degree, provoked, and which his pursuers knew
the public would not have punished.

Rofus K. Anderson, came to Pickens about
1823 or '24, and sattled at Pickensville, and was
for scveral years a prominent character in the
county. Ile was, from all representations, aman
capable of thestrongest attachments to his friends,
whom he bound to himself, as with hooks of steel,
and who always had bitter encmics—is spoken
of as overbearing and imperious, yct gentleman-
ly and courteous where it suited his purposes vr
his feelings.

In 1828, Anderson left Pickens county, to go
to 'Pennessee, and to kill onc 'T'all, his brother-
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in-law, for abusing his sister, which purpose hd
took no pains to conceal, but proceeded to Wins,
chester, Tennessee, and accomplished his intens

tion, openly in the day-time. He was arrested,

bailed, returned to Pickens again, went to Tens

nessee, was tried, defended by Felix Grundy and

acquitted. Governor. S. B. Moore, always his

warm personal friend, accompanied him to Frank:

lin county, Tennessee, where the trial took place; -
The next year Anderson was elected Senator; -

and in 1832, was re-elected. He is said to have
been an efficient and faithful Senator, for the
four or five years of his service. ;

It is not necessary to our purposes to detail,

very minutely, any personal difficulties of a-

tragic character.  Yet some notice must be taken
of the manner of Mr. Anderson’s death. In
1833, Rufus K. Anderson inflicted so severe a
chastisement upon a negro woman, his slave,
that she died. A warrant of arrest was issued
against him by L. Clark, who was then Justice
of the Peace, at Pickensville.  Anderson was aft
terwards presented by Benjamin N. Glover, as
Solicitor. The Grand Jury found a true bill for
murder, upon which Anderson was tried and ac-
quitted.  Gideon B. Frierson, who occupied the
same law-office with Clark, had expressed him-
self as to the killing in an imprudent manner.—

g
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It-came to the ears of Anderson, and he became
so much exasperated at Frierson, as to threaten
his life. Soon after the acquittal, in the town of
Pickensville where both resided, Anderson armed

~himgelf and proceeded towards the office of Clark

and Frierson, who occupied one and the same

‘room, as an office, making open declarations ot

hostility and conducting much as has been nar-
rated of his course towards Thomas P. Toll.*
Friérson seeing him approaching the office, with
weopons in his hands, and hearing his threats,

stepped into his office at the back door, took up

his gun, went through his office to the front door,
and, as Anderson came up, discharged the gun
upon him but without effect. Thereupon An.
derson advanced upon his antagonist with his
pistol, exclaiming, “now G—d d—m you, I have

1 got you,” and at the same instant, Frierson rush-

ed forward out of the front door of the office and
dealt such a crushing blow upon bis head with

{ the gun-barrel as to lay him prostrate, and cause
{ ‘lis instant death, literally splitting open his head.

Frierson was a tall, powerfully built man, weigh.

* Senator Wilgon is my authority for stating that the
‘Assistant Clerk of the Iast Alabama Senate was Micah

1 Tall, a son of Thos. P. Tall.
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ing over two_hundred pounds. He iwas not
prosecuted.* Thus died Rufus K. Anderson;
the third Senator of Pickens county, on the 29th |

day of May, 1834, aged thirty-five years.” Hs
was born June 19, 1801.

ness and violence. His remains were deposited

in the grave yard of the Martin family, near |

Yorkville. About 1828, he had married the

Texas, persons well known in Pickens. Upon
Iis tomb-stone, “erected by the husbands of his

three surviving daughters,” is the following ap-

}ropriate and just inscription:
“In memo-y of Ruus K. Anderson, Esq,

born June 19, A. D. 1801, died May 29, A. D,

1834. Warm and cnthusisstic in his feelings,
and ardent in his attachmants, he possessed ma-

* Judge Frierson died in 1855, on his way removing to
Texas with his family. . was Solicitor for many years
and for six years Judge «f the Svmter County O, phang’
Court.

B. N. Glover now resides in Demopolis and is a dis-
tingnished member of the bar, )

L. Clark lives at Dubuque, Iowa, and has probably re-
ceived more distinguished horors than any man who ever
lived in Pickens. : '

e
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wy - friends, and for several years represehbed
Pickevs county in the Stat> Senate.” - °
+ Of the “ three surviving daughters,” the eldest

& could not have been over five yearsof age at the
It was a tragic end! |
yet his death was not unlike his life of reckless-

t'me they were left orphans. The eldest became
the wife of the Rev. Thomas Brooke, a Presby-
terian clergyman, who lived several years in
Pickens, but removed to Texas, a fow years ago,

4 ond there soon afier died, leaving three children.
widow of Dr. Bruton, of Fayctte, and daughter -
of Alexander Martin, sister of Capt. Joseph Mar:
tin, the present wife of Col. Nathaniel Smith, of

The second danghter marricd Rev. Jesse Ray, a
Baptist minister, now living in Texas. The
third ard youngest daughter was born some
4 monthsafter Ler father’s death. She became the
{ vife of Dr. John J. W. Puyne—before spoken
of in these pig2s, as the S natorial candidat: of
{the American party, in 1835—and now resides
{with her husband at “Grove Cottage,” near
{ Yorkville. Itis:a pleasing relief to turn from
4 the record of the futher's tragic fate t. the happy
{4 Ortunes of those “surviving daughters,” whose
1 threz husbands have shown such a delicate ap-
preciation of what was duc to good taste and a
{ proper filial regard, to say nothing of fi'ixl duty.
Samuel B. Moore, was cleeted to fill out the
4 uncxpired terinof Mr. Anderson, in August, 1834,
Iz was re-clee’e] the next year and served the
fu'l term of three years, or until 1888, when he
{yas defented by P, Kirvg. ‘
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- Gov. Moore came originally from Franklin
county, Tennessee, to Jackson county, this State;

and was elected State Senator from that county
before he came to Pickens.

was a member. Gov. Gabriel Moore being elect-

ed to the United States Senate by the Legisla- § and settled in Jefferson county. wh
ture of 1830-'81, he became the acting Governor 2, where he follow .

of Alabama. After he removed to this county,
and became the Senator of Pickens instead of

Jackson, he was elected President of the Senate

for the session of 1835-'86, and ke is said to have
made one of the best presiding officers that was
ever honored with that responsible position, He

.was possessed, in his better days, of mueh person-

al dignity, was courteous and gentlemanly in his

manners and dealings with hiscompeers, and had

a good knowledge of parliamentary rules.
_ During the time which Gov. Moore held a seat
in the Statc Senate he was clected by the Legis-

lature, Judge of the County Court of Pickens, § caused certain surveys to be made, but before

an‘l continued to hold both the offices of Senator
and Judge from the period of his election to the
Judgeship, till the expiration of his Senatorial

among thé Judges of Pickens,

In 1830, at the ses. -
sion which convened at Tuscaloosa on the third
Monday in November, 1831, he was chosen to

preside as President of the body of which he ‘, medical lectures at the Pennsylvania Universit
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3 Dr. Peyton King was born at Halifax Court-

house, Virginia, in 1795, but his parents removed
to Georgia while he was an infant.” In the latter

S named State he received his education, academi-
~cal, and partly medical, studying medicine with

Dr. Wells Pope. In 1817 and 1818, he attended

and in the fall of 1818, removed to Alabama

ed his profession about ten years, and then re-

4 tired from the practice.

In 1833, Dr. King came to Pickens and pur-
chased the plantation now owned by Judge Henry
Stith, and resided there till quite recently, The
Doctor has filled several important offices and
trusts in his time. Ie was appointed by the
Legislature in 1827, one of three Commissioners
to classify the University lands in the counties
of Greene, Tuscaloosa, Jefferson and Shelby. In
1828 or 1829, he was clected by the Legislature

§ one of the board of internal improvement for the

State, which board met two or three times, and

they had time to carry out any well regulated
scheme of improvement, the Legislature repealed

{ the law creating the board.
term in 1838. He has already been mentioned |

In 1830, he was elected to the Legislature from
Jefferson county, and served in the session ¢ f
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183081, During that session he supported a
bill appropriating money sufficient to purchase |
seventy-five or one hundred negroes to be em-
‘ployed under proper superintendents in working

the leading roads of the State in winter, and in
removing obstructions from the navigable streams
in winter. This was the favorite measure of the
Doctor’s before mentioned, which he states was
Jost in the House by the obstinacy of the then
member from Pickens, John C. Kilpatrick. At

the same scssion he was one of the earnest sup. |

porters of the bill establishing the first Supreme
C'ourt of this State.

Dr. King was elected to the State Senate from
Pickens in 1838 over Gov. Samuel B. Moore,
and in 1811, was re-clected over Col. Nathaniel
“uith.  During the six years he was Senator
romn Piclens, he assisted in many important
measures, among which may be named the wind-
ing up of the State Bank and its Branches. To
ihe latter measure he gave his whole influence.
ITe aided, also, materially the laws enacting a
penai code, and establishing the Penitentiary.—
"I'wice hie caused bills to pass the Senate making
2 handgome appropriation for cleaning out the
Tombeekbee above Demopolis to the State line

of Mississippi, but they were lost in the House.
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.Dr. King is 8 whig, and laterly a member of the
American party. B " “
.. The simple mention of the above public acts
:would seem to render unuecessary much com-
ment upon a course so active and useful. Dr.
King is more than a mere public character. His
-private life and example is pure and unsullied
by the least taint of meanness or unworthiness.
He is a most excellent citizen, friend, neighbor,
and counsellor. Ile is a consistent professor of
religion, being a member of the M. E. Church,
and a pillar in that church, and as a man and a
christian, he has been looked to as a foremost
man in all religious, charitable and benevolent
enterprises. Jle was President of the Pickens
County Bible Society for many years, It is the
high estimation in which he was Leld in Pickens
in hischaracter, as here feebly set forth that causes
his loss from this county to be so much felt by
the good and virtuous who remain.  Ile sold his
beautiful residence, the * better place,” at which
he, for upwards of twenty years, dispensed the
hospitalities of a Southern planter, and in the
spring of 1855, removed from Pickens to Lau.
derdale county, Mississippi, scttling on the Mo-
bile and Ohio Railroad ncar the Post-office of
Sageville.  For three or four years past, he has
J been engaged with his gon-in-law, Major Lewis,
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in the business of commission merchant at Mo
bile, which house is still kept up with the firm
name of “Lewis & King.” Dr. King has only

one son, and now only surviving child. He was
lately called to mourn the death of his only

daughter, Mrs. Marietta Lewis, an accomplished §

and amiable woman. Mr. Thomas P. King, is

the only relation of Dr. P. King, now resndmg ‘

among us of the name.

Dr. Jeptha Spruill succeeded Dr. ng at the
August election of 1844, the latter having vol-
untarily retired from political life.

this county, that his biography cannot be dis-
patched in a brief paragraph. Ile was born in
Abbeville District, South Carolina, in the year
1808, and emugrated to this country with his
father, the late George C. Spruill,in 1820, set.
tling, first, some nine miles south of Columbus,
in what was then called Mississippi Territory.—
e is one of six sons and four daughters.
family removed to Pickens in 1825, and settled
in the northern portion of the county on McBees
creck. Ile was educated in part, at Columbus,
under the Rev. David Wright, a Presbyterian
minister, varying his scholastic pursuits between
the duties of pupil and teacher, himself, resort-

The -

{ men living on adjoining plantations.
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mg to the latter as a means of defraymg his ex-
penses. ¢

- 1n-1830, Dr. Sprulll bemo tben twenty two
years of age, visited the Smte of Kentucky, and
there took up his residence for a time with D-.
David McFall of Paris, Bourbon county, and
during portions of the years 1830-'81 and 1832,
attended the lectures of the Transylvania Uni-

{ versity. In the summer of 1831, he returned to

Alabama and practiced medicine as copartner of -

{ Dr. Richardson Owen, keeping their office at
Like his pre-
decessors, he has been so prominent a manin |
1 or two later, became located in the neighborhood

Carrollton, in the counting-room of the store
now onccupied by Wilson & Mustin, but a year

of his father on McBees creek, where he steadily
pursued his profession for several years.
In 1836, Dr. Spruill married the daughter of

{ James Bonner, and soon after settled near Bon-

ner’s Mill, in Pickens, where he remained abo ¢
five years before he removed to the plantation
where he now resides. It issome two miles from
Dr. King'’s well known residence, so that he was
the neighbor of his senatorial predecessor for
many years, and Pickens county was, for nine
consecutive years, represented by two gentle-
It is a
beautiful spot, situated six miles east from Pick-

§ ensville, and about the same distance from Car-
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roliton. - The Doctor continued the practice of
his profession with unabated energy until 1852,
and then retired from it with more than ordina-
ry success, both as a physician and as a means

of acguiring property, having had an extensive
practice for over twenty years. TR

In 1834, Dr. Spruill was a candidate for the
legislature on the nullification ticket and was
defeated by a large majority. B

In 1836, Dr. Spruill volunteered as a common
soldier for the Florida war, but was émployed

professionally most of the time during the seve- -

ral months he was with the army. The division
in which he served, was commanded by General
Lindsy, Gen’l Crabb, of Tuscaloosa, being Lieut.
Coloncl, and the late Joseph Martin of Pickens,
spoken of above among the list of Represcnta-
tives, being Captain of Dr. Spruill's company,
from Pickens county. The Doctor saw some
hard soldiering in those few months. Ilc was
with the forces sent from Tampa Bay across the
Peninsula to mect General Scott’s division from
the Fast, but failing to meet Scott, and being
detained some time at Fort Chisolm, their pro-
visions gave out, and it is probable that the
Doctor could give a sad tale of faminé, hunger
and the usual resorts in such cases, to the most
revolting food, and also, a story of Indian treach-
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ery, and of poor soldiers dying of hunger fatigue -
and sickness. In this march, died Winter, of
Tuscaloosa. - - o R

- The South Carolina regiment had left many
sick at Tampa Bay, without medical aid, and
here Dr. Spruill found them, far from home, in

§ an enemy’s country, and his sympathies were
4 aroused for these brothers of his own native

South Carolina, aud he volunteered to attend

{ them, receiving an appointment to do so from
4 General Scott himself. e found it a position of

great care and responsibility, besides great labor

1 and fatigue, causing him many a sleepless night!

In 1887, Dr. Spruill was, for the first time, a
member of the Legislature. He was again a

{ member of the House in 1840-'41, also in 1841,

42 and in 1843-'44, being thus clected to four

{ Legislatures and never beaten after the first trial
1 before the people on the question of nullification.

He took a very active and prominent part upon
the floor of the House on several important oc-

{ casions, particularly, during the called sessions
{ of 1837 and 1841.

Ile obtained considerable
notoricty in the scssion of 1837 by his long
speech, protracted through a day and a night
with a view to stave off the clection of United
States Senator, until certain members could ob-

{ tain instructions from their constituents, on that



232  [HISTORY OF.PICKENS COUNTY.]

occasion, evincing great ability as a debator, and -
as a skillful tactician in foiling his political ad- -
Indeed, the Doctor obtained a celeb.
rity over the State by his effort on this occasion,
and demonstrated a power and ability as an ora- .
tor, and debator which could have been cultiva-
ted to a degree to cope fully with the most able.

versaries.

and powerful. :

In 1844, Dr. Spruill retired, voluntarilly with- -

out consultation with, and against the wishes of
his numerous friends and admirers. He was

then earnestly solicited to run for re-election, and .

has since been frequently urged to become a can-
didate for office. He has been spoken of for
Congress in other counties than Pickens, but he
resists, as yet, all these importunities, and re-
mains inflexibly determined to continue to enjoy
the sweets of domestic life, and to avoid the per-
plexities of political warfare. IIe writes him-
self down, politically, at the present time as “a
decided native American—formerly a most no=
torious whig.” Iis age is about forty-eight, tall
and crect in person, rather fleshy and would
weigh at least one hundred and eighty pounds!
He has three sons and three daughters. Ilis la-
dy is an intelligent woman, and what is as valu-
able an accomplishment, she is a planter's daugh-

ter, who knows how to make a good, domestig
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planter's wife, with whom, and his family and"
friends, her husband, the Doctor, enjoys the full-
fruition of a Southern planter’s life. It may be
remarked of Dr. Spruill that, were his ambition
as great as his ability, he would yet become con-
siderably more distinguished.. He seems to feel
a disinclination for the strifes of politics; while
when once enlisted, he bears himself right vali-
antly, and pushes his antagonists to the wall with
a zest and zea! which looks little like flinching
from the fight.

Dr. Spruill’s biography might be extended to
much greater length. He has been an active
and consistent member of the Baptist church for
several years.

Dr. James M. Beckett was elected to the State
Senate in August, 1847, by ninety-eight majori-
ty, over Dr. Henry W. Rhodes, the candidate of -
the whig party, after one of the-most exciting
canvasses ever witnessed in Pickens. The sole
question at the time, was the policy of the crea-
tion of stock Banks in the Statc, in addition to
the only one then in existence, the Bank of Mo-
bile. Dr. Beckett opposed that policy against
his highly respectable: opponent, who was the
projector of the new scheme. During thz term
of four years for which he was elected, and serv-

i ed in the Senate, the Doctor opposed by all his
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influence, which was not inconsiderable, the pas-¢
sage of the bill through that body, establishing”
another Stock Bank at Mobile, which inauguras
ted the system of Stock Banks now in operation ® . _

one of which has been chartered at every subse-
quent session. : :

Dr. Beckett made a highly useful and efficient
Senator, taking an active part in the discussions
in the Senate, and showing himself able to cope’
with the best debators. He felt much interest

inthe change effected in the Probate Court, which

was reorganized during his term, the old County
Court being abolished. Ie was a defender, at
all times, the defender of the interests of the State *
University, of which he was also Trustee.

In the Cass and Taylor canvass for President
of the United States in 1848, Dr. Beckett was
placed upon the Democratic ticket as clector for
the fourth Congressional District, and as such
addressed the people on many oceasions. e is
a fluent and ready speaker, and an able debator.
It has been already stated, that the Doctor was
an unsuccessful candidate for the ouse of Rep-
resentatives in 1840, on the Democratic side,
along with Col. N. Smith and 'Wm. D. Lyles,
and against Messrs. Spruill, Peterson and McGill,

Dr. Beckett's term expired in 1851. In 1853
he removed out of the State to Mississippi, where
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he now resides, as a planter.” “He has not prac-
ticed his profession for several years, indeed; not"
siuee his first residence in 'Alabama. - He came

-to Pickens in 1836, from the District of Fairfield,

South Carolina. His age is about fifty-two, is of
a robust and healthy appearance, still in the
prime of his manhood and with a fair prospect
for yet many years of life and usefulness. Dr.
Beckett is strictly a moral and religious man,
connected with the Presbyterian Church and an
Elder. He is a man of classical education, and
of thorough professional endowments, but his
Alma Matres are unknown to the writer.

The next Senator was Dr. Joel E. Pearson,
clected on the first Monday in August, 1851,
over his honorable competitor, Robert 1" John-
ston, Esq.

Dr, Pearson was born in Fairficld District,
South Carolina, September 18, 1802. 1lle was
prepared to enter the Sophomore class of South’
Carolina College by the late Judge Paul, of
Alabama, who died at Montgomery, but it being
rumored about the time he intended to apply
for adinission, that the then President, the celc-
brated Dr. Astley Cooper, was an unbeliever in
the doctrines of christianity. Young Joel’s pa-
rents determined not to send their son to the
College for which he had been fitted. The re-
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sult was he never received the regular classical

education intended for bim. He, however, soon

settled on a course of reading and study of his . |
own choice, which was diligently pursued for

some time betore he made choice of the profes-
sion of medicine.

Dr. Pearson read medicine with Dr. James
Davis, of Columbia, attended Dr. Cooper’s lec-
tures on Chemistry, heard Dr. De Leon lecture
on anatomy, and in 1826, attended lectures in
Charleston, was soon after licensed by the Board
of Physicians in Columbia, South Carolina, and
entered upon the duties and labors of his pro-
fession, which, however, he relinquished long
enough to return to Charleston, ic 1829, and re-
ceive his Diploma.

Dr. Pearson practiced medicine in South Car.
olina uatil 1836, when, owing to bad health he
determined to abandon the practice and remove
to Alabama, hoping to restore his health by an
agricultural life. e reached Pickens the day
after Christmas, 1886. T'he two succeeding years
be performed some professional serviee, chicfly
among old friends and acquaintances,

In the years 1839-'40, the Doctor met with
some pecuniary misfortuncs which compelled
him to resume his profession in the regular way.
Speaking of his cmbarrassments, he has been
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heard to remark:—*“That he found it quite for-
tunate to have a profession which  verified the
advice of Dr. Franklin—‘give your son a trade
or a profession, they may take away his wealth,
but they cannot deprive him of these.’ -

In 1839, Dr. Pearson was elected to the Ala
bama Legislature, Col. Nat. Smith and Curtis
Williams being his colleagues, all elected on the
same ticket and upon the same issue of the Bank
question. ) ’

‘Just ten years afterwards, Dr. Pearson was
again elected to the Legislature, Robert T. John-
ston was the other member. This was the first

“session after the removal of the capitol from Tus-

caloosa to Montgomery.

In 1851, as above stated, Dr. Pearson was
elected to a seat in the Senatorial branch of the.
General Assembly. Writing to a friend more
than a year ago, Dr. Pearson thus speaks of his
political career and success: ' '

“I always attributed this, more to the kind-
ness of friends than otherwise, as I never had
any desire for political distinetion or any pre-
ferment out side of my profession. The latter
I have aimed to honor and advance, and I feel
proud to say that I never have disparaged the

science by abuse of its rights, nor have I failed
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to relieve suffering humanity when in my power,

whether indigent or wealthy.” -
Dr. Pearson resides at Viehna, in

the grounds around which are adorned with
shrubbery of much variety in the most tasteful
manner. He is a very hospitable gentleman,
taking much delight in entertaining his friends

and enjoying their society, and there are few ’

men of more amiable or agreeable manners. The
latch-string is always outside at Dr. Pearson's.

It need hardly be repeated here, that the Doc.
tor is attached to the democratic party in his
political views, and has been elected as the can-
didate of that party in cvery instance.

John J. Tee was chosen by the people of Pick-
ens for theirr Scnator at the bienniel election of
1863. o

Being applied to for some dates and incidents
of his life, bis reply to the writer was:—*Born
in Union District, South Caroling, in January
1814, came to Alabama in 1837, and elected
Senator of Pickens in 1852.”

Mhis is characteristic of the man. Ilc is a
“plain, blunt man,” with no super{luity of word.:l,
hardly sufficient for compliment. Not that beis
at all abrupt, or numannerly, for upon the con-
trary be is entirely amiable and decidedly soct

Pickens |
county, in his well known, beautiful residence,
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.able. Col. Lee is an industrious, energetic thri-

ving planter, who has thriven by his own indus-

try andenergy, solely, and who bears the impress

of an honest and independent soul upon his face

{ andin his personal appearance. Up to a late

]

period he has resided on Robert Jemison'’s Garden
plantation, in Pickens county, cropping together

_with Mr. Jemison by some arrangement by which

Mr. Lee furnished the hands and the latter the
lands, and perhaps a part of the slaves, Mr.
Lee not having been, until recently, an owner of
real estate. Out of this circumstance, and the
fact that Mr. Jemison represented 'Tuscaloosa
county in the Senate, some of our wags took the
liberty to joke Senator Lee, after his election.—
They said—*Bob Jemison wanted his oversecr
with him in the Senate,” to which Lee replied
with his usual blunt pleasantry, “he had had a

_good deal to do with Bob, but had never yet let

Bob Jemison get ahead of him, and did not
mean to.”

Mr. Lee is now aged forty-two. Ile still re-

_sides near the Garden, is a consistent member of
“that chureh, is a man of family, and a useful

member of society. It is hardly worth while to
state, in addition to the above, that he does not
make pretentions to literature, tospeech-making,
or to anything more than what he is, lleis,
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however, an intelligent gentleman, shrewd, prac- |

tical and a man of sound judgment. It may
have been noticed that he is the only Senator
since Gov. Moore, who was not a Docior, and the
only one since Moore, of Marion county, not a
professional man. It is a curious fact that not

only all the Pickens Senators for twenty years "

have been physicians, but even the defeated can-
didates have been Doctors, as Dr. H. W. Rhodes
and Dr. J. J. W. Payne, may be named to show.
Indeed, it is said to be a matter of pleasantry at

Montgomery, the honorable Doctors of Pickens.

The next Senator upon the tapis will be also
found to be a Doctor.

Dr. Benjamin F. Wilson is the last and present
Scnator from this county. IIe wasborn the 15th
of May, 1822, and it is his boast that he first saw
the light on Cold-Fire creek, in Pickens county.

Dr. Wilson is the oldest son and child of Wil-
liam and Martha Wilson, who are among the
earliest pioneers of this region, and wha came to
Pickens in 1819, the same year of their marri-
age, which took place in Tuscaloosa county. His
parents have both been named in this volume—
his father in connection with John C. Kilpatrick,
his mother as the present wife of Mr. James Gun-
ter.  William Wilson was born in Moore .coun-
ty, North Carolina, in 1894, removed to Tennes-

{ purchased a negro boyand,

P

i

{ caloosa, William Wilson and his
’ found the celebrated Cold-Fire stream so swolen
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se, and thence to Tuscaloosa. When 2 young
man in Tennessee, he volunteered in the war of
1812 15, and was at New Orleans, under Gen.
Jackson, as a common soldier. As an intima-
tion of the resolute character of the man, it may
be stated that on his return home, ke sold his
horse, and with the proceeds and his soldier’s pay,
with the boy walk-
c¢d home to Tennessee. The same slave, Surry,
isnow in the possession of the famil ¥, and con-
siders himself much of a soldier and heto.
Removing to the north of Pickens, from Tus-

youthful bride,

by the rains, that they had to camp six weeks
upon its banks, which they did, at a point onc
mile cast of the present residence of J ames Gun-
ter, said to be the same by tradition, where thas
notable creek got its name, This Jocality, was
Dr. B. F. Wilson’s birth-place.

The paternal Grand-father of Dr. B. F. Wil-
son, also came from Tennessee to Tuscaloosa, with
his son William, in 1818, and there died, over
thirty years ago. 1lis maternal Grand-father,
Culliver Clements, came from Georgiato "Tuscu-
loosa, in 1818, and to Pickens the next year—
settled the place where now lives John 1., Guy-
ton, and subsequently removed to the present
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residence of Dudly Pruitt, where he died in 1840.- 14

Jesse Clements, named on page 28, was his son.
Both these ancestors were soldiers of the Revo-
Tution—Wilson was at Guilford Court-house bat-
tle—Clements wasa South Caroliua partisan sol-
dier, in the trying times of Marion and his-whig
comrades. The descent is said to be Scotch-
irish on both sides.

Dr. B. F. Wilson was raised and educated in
Pickens. Ileattended Liberty Academy, a good
school in this county, twenty-five years since,
taught by one J. M. L. Smith, a classical scholar.

I'n 1840, the Doctor entered the office of Dr. Sid. . J

ney T, Ower, as astadent of Medicine. In 1841
and =42, he attended two courses of lectures at

"ransylvania, Kentucky, graduating in the early

part of 1843, In the latter year he married the
«econd daughter of the late Gen. F. W. Bostick,
. u] until reeently, has pursued the practice of his
profession, at Carrollton. For the last three years
e lhas been engaged in merchandising, at the
same place.  1le is now, in conjunction with his
wmother-in-law, a proprietor of the Pheenix Totel.

Sueh are the highly respeetable anteeedents of

ilie subject of this last biography of a Pickens
Sonator. It has been a matter of regret, that
move cou'd not have bean learned of the ances:
try ofothers, of their early pioneer life, privations
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and sojournings at that incipient stage of our so-

- ciety, as it would have added much to the inter-

est of these pages. Dr. Wilson is the only Sen-
ator of this county, bornand raised in it. Hisage
is now about thirty-four.* He is a Democrat in
political sentiment. He maies a fair speech from
the stump, in point of style and manner, but does
not claim to be an orator. - Hislate course in the

Senate was modest and unobtrusive, like that of -

his predecessor, Lee. Iis competitor before the
people last August, was Dr. John J. W. Paync,
of Yorkville, already spoken of as ason-in-law of
Senator R. K. Anderson, and a more courteous

1 and pleasant canvass was never before known in

this county. Dr. Wilson’s term expires in 1857,
and he will not therefore go again to the State

{ Capitol as Senator, upon the present tenure of his

office, unless there be a called session.

*See Appendix.



APPENDIX.

The following communication from Hon. A.
B. Meek, a portion of which appears in the fore-
part of the volume, bears date Mobile, March 18,
1856, and consequently was received after it was
too late to use any of its interesting contents,
wherethey more appropriately belonged. Judge
Meek writes:

‘* As to the enquiries you make in your letter,
¢oncerning the christian name of YORK, whom I
mention in my Historical Address, as one of the
first settlers at Tuscaloosa, I can only answer as
follows: My father removed to Tusealoosa, in
March 1819, when I was an infant; but I have a
vague recollection of hearing sometime after, that
the house in which we lived for some time, (a
hewn log one,) was erected by ‘York, the first
settler, at that place. In 1836, Mr. John W.
Prewett, a worthy and intelligent man, who set-
tled in Rice’s valley, north of the Black Warrior,
in the fall of 1816, (according to his own state-
ment,) and who was still residing in that vicini-
ty, told me, (as I find from memoranda made at
the time,) that ‘the first white scitlement at T'us-
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caloosa was made by a man named YORK, who

raised a crop there in 1816’ He must conse-
quently have been therein the spring of that year.
Asto his christian name, or origin, I had no infor-
mation until last July, when I went to Tusca:
loosa, to deliver my address, There I met Mr.
Powell, the Blount historian, and he told me
that he knew the said York, well; that his chris-
tian name was EMANUEL; that he and John Bar-

ton, a blacksmith, were the first settlers at Tus-

caloosa; that they came from Tennessee, and that
they moved to Jones’ Valley, (Jefferson,) twoor

three years after, and continued there. He was

positive that York’s name was EmaNveL. 1
communicated, verbally, these facts to Judge
Moody, who had been making preparations for
a history of Tuscaloosa, but he persisted in think-
ing that York’s name was JONATHAN. I pre-
ferred following in my address, the opinions of
Mr. Powell, as it purported to be original, while
the other was but derivative. Your investiga-
tions, however, throw increased doubt on the
subject. May it not be, that two Yorks,—EMAN-
vEL and JONATHAN, resided at Tuscaloosa in its
first days? Your information shows that there
were a Jonathan York, bis father Thomas York,
Josiah Tilley, and a Patrick Scott at Tuscalcosa,
sometime in 1816, and that Jonathan and Tilley
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married P.Scott’s daughters, there, in that year. -

OF none of these people did I ever, from any
other quarter hear except of Jonathan, as [ have
stated. You also, * credibly’ learn ot an Emanu-
el York, and John -Barton, in Jones' Valleyy’
about 1817-'20, which corresponds with Mr.
Powell's statement that they went there from
Tuscaloosa. It also appears that Jonathan was
a South Carolinian, and Emanuel a Tennesseean.
We learn from Mr. Powell's *history’ that the
Tennessceans were the first to enter the country,
and that the South Carolinians did not come un-.
1il 1817 via Tennessee. The Tennessceans had
become acquainted with the region, from inva-
ding it under Jackson and Coffee—the latter's
troops having made an excursion towards the
Black Warrior towns, as we learn from histories
of the war. But 1 am inclined to belicve that
Emanuel and Jonathau were brothers (the Jew-
isih similitude of their christian names somewhat
indicates that,)—that they were both originally
from South Carolina, coming by Tennessce, 28
vas then common, (sec Powell)) and that tkey
were sons of Thomas York, (but of him?) Eman-
uel, I conjecture, was the pioncer, and induced
the others to follow. By the way, 1 think (tho’
T am not certain) that Powell told me that Eman-
nel York and Barton were brothers-in-law, and

;
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that Darton, (liko another Gretna-Green hlack,
BiLhy performed the e AT i earemony
b Tuses] o, Pevbapa this was fop onn of Pl
tly Boolu's duughters, T g anxious o legrn
someLhing o diose 1o v young Judiee, whicl

Your own statemanta show E0Tnulialized it Pys.
caloos in 1816, 1t is no llcely tha any reopd
wos afficially muds of the nuptinde as all e rp.

5N was e Towinally in Wasliington connty,

]‘blfxqf..-:_ql'mn' Lerritory, and the Conrt-honse was
fear S Stephens, mor than two Lundicd miles
ol through, a Havage wildernegs,

Thess speoulutions 4 o 'The Ifonse of
York, ure senroel ¥ e dignified g g 1Oriane
45 Clarendon's and Hume'y upon n Lrnnch of 1la
smo subjeek; but they ara pot unwaorthy of our
nvestigntion, T tpust You will settle them aatis-
Hutorily,  Pogl] and Moody, and perhaps Jep.
ison may gid you. I have no pesasg Lo informa-
tion hera. T do ot know Powells Post-office,
but suppioss it is Blonntsville,”

Mt may e thought out of the Provinee of e
wiiter i solve the mootad quealion who wes the
first settlor of Turenlocss, aid ig of legs impor-
Lanee, doubiless, that, ag,} udge Meslr snggests, the
York Dynasty 1o an Tinglish antiguarian, Hug
onr “eradible” authority are 1o Witnesscs now
living in Piclkeng caunty, namely, Isane Taglor
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aml TWilliam Lang, two ss high ly n:spcnl.:n'i:h
men a3 nesd be called upon the stand. ;h-ﬂ
statements of these gentlemen made Lo the writer
in ench others prescnce, sustain to some extent,
the muggcetions of Judge Meck, and nearly satis-
fy the interested mguirer,  Mr. Lang states that
he imew both Fmanuel York and John l?m-t-:m
in Jones” Valley tJeMerson) where e 1||.rr'-:1'n'|f
lived Lefore e enme to Pickens, but did not
kuow of bis Ieing any “kin” to the Jonathan
Yerk of Piekens Mr Taylor states that he
(Taylor) lived in Tuscalooss, and was thu_n will
::1&1]]:’:1]']';-1-'1‘-'.] with Jonathno York, (the Pickeana
J DL!:“HHT,} and his Lither Thomas, that e never
knew any Emanuel Yorkin Tusealooss, und that
he does not know of old Thomas York hfm.nug
#ies a son.  He thinks that if tho Jones' Valley
and Tusenloosa, or Pickens Yorks were relaled,
O they mnust have been distantly so.
F ;: ':'i][ be noticed by toroing to those pagrs
where Tilley and York are mentioned, E:m thera
was another brother-in-law, Johu G. Kinp, wh;}_
married inte the Patrick Scott family, in Tusca-
locen, and all came to Piokena, All !.hnf.e t.z:;] :1"
nupkinls were celebrated in the ;reurs lblﬂ-.. Ty
or 1818, becuuse all hrought their young Lrides

'1 whez they eame to Pickens, and Tilley csme in
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the spring of [317; Iater, Patrick Scotl, the
bride's father, removed to Pickens county,

Tt must be considered ag setiled by the poei-
live testimony of Mr. Powell and Mr. Lang, that
there was an Ioaauel York in Joaneg' Valley,
and equally well settled by the Lestimony of Mr,
Tsane "My lor, thal Janathon York of Picloens was
the gon of Thomas York of Tuaslooss, and tho
there wos no Baoatad in that family,  Mr, Tay.
lor woll knew Thomme Y ork—he was a 'Teonee.
acein,

oo dudge Meek auggestion a8 to the Jewish
christian names of Joralhiun and Fmanuel were
eugposted Lo Mesrs, Taylor and Lang by the
writer, and -also the fwd thet ss uneommeon o
eurname s York rendered it probuble the Jones'

Valley and Toscalonsn Yorke wero relatives.  In

| eonelusion, thirly-nive, or forly venrs ago, is not

ko remots a-period a8 to prevent this question
heing yei weitled o the nicest degree of exact-
ness ad it is hoped it will be

~ D, Jeptha Sprill is one of the gcml_cme.ﬁ who
haa Jaid the writir under oblipatione for mani-
fosting an interest in this history, Referring to
the period of 1820, when be cune with his fath.
er o this couutry, he states :=—That * there wera

i
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but threa white families in his aequainlance,
pamaly, Faeiiel and Abner Nash, John Me-
Gowen and V. IL Cravena  There were many
Indians remaining in the Tarritory, supporting
themeelves by hunting aml fishing and amusing
themaelyves with badl plays and the Totile—
Mills were s0 numerons as to be found ot every
caliin, nob 2o old fushioped water-mills, but
mado by nttaching & vestle to one end of a long
EWBET, 1|-|rp]n-_rt£-d by &n upright post, and th’:.
pestle, by means of & pin throngh ﬁ““;m,d of
the pole, wis brought by physical power foroibly
into the mortar.  'The latter was generally & pine
sty with a hollow burnt in the Lop, and thus
the corn wae beaten nntil a portion could be'ob-
inined through n conrse seive, leaving the ® g.rita’.’
hehind to be boiled for the tydesert,” the whola
contrivance being ealled * Armstrong Mills"—
Corn waa seares at firs, worth two or three dol-
lars o hushel, oo sceres to feed to the plow team,
After laboring sll day, the team was hobblad
and sorned into the woods to graze on the wild

pen vine, nr the luxurions grass which ah-mm:leil.
at that early day. Deer, wurkies and foxes wero
p‘m:_t:.', and for ssveral years” ecountinues t.‘sfa
Doctor, “wa hod fine =port in hunting nnd in
the fox<chase, particnlarly,® -
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Some faets and aneedotes furnished by Mr,
Jomison, wre too g unble, us well 4s muging, to
be lost, . The following extraots are literal ;

The nncedota of « ()4 Sel" on paga forty-four
not only e noder My own porasnul olweryy.
Won, but I wos un gotor n that seeae, being one
ol the * [y Sherks” who shared (he hospitali.
L of b firgt J wdige of the County of Pickens
Who was an old teorgia deguaintanee, and friend
of my fithor, trough whom T fleet made thy
Jud ey Lequain ooy whils loolting at the landa
JUsE previous 4o the sules. W Wers necompa®
ied by the Juilge in ag examination of hiy own

Aands, 13 well g mosy of the lands in the neigh-
. borhood. At ina lime, 1824, Le must haye been
Gvap fot;.', T think not unler sixty-five Jears
old; which wonlg have made him nesr op ffuity
iLoby ab g deggh, ‘ P
o Lwns presont qng Privy to the Arrangément

between the ald Judgs and the speculators, The '

plan, WAR -orivinated with my father—was sug-
gested by him at Lig guy fire-sida while hia olg
triend was |ig Bueet, the night previous 1o he
commancement of 1)q sales, There was nof, gt
“thas time, the most friendly mnderstanding be-
tween the land shrke, Sims, Tane, Seott and
“others formed one PRIty ; my father, my brother,
myself and some otlar friends another, - (g acs’

D ee—

TR,
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count of the long standing nequaintanco and
Iriend=hip between my fisher and the old Juilge,
65 well as his recent hospitality, our party wer
digposed to favor and aid bim in procuring his
lands on the best Weems, henee, iy father =on-
oerved and sugpested the plun adonted wml car
ried ont with the other party, in m;hstm.m‘*. i
you have related, but the plan was not or.g:{m!
with * Old Sol," sor could he ever have carried
it oub without the aid of fomo ona Wlhl:l l-:nq::w
more of the ways of 8 land anle, than himealf—
He had, as wos known to my futher and myuelf,
money enough, and maore than enougph to pay
for the traet where he I‘C'Sli.lrt]"r 8t government
price, but be did nol puy for ell, as ha ]mc.l inti-',
muated he would not have the mau?-}' to da 50:
he paid the 100 per cent on one pieee. _l‘?'llh
the balenece of his funds Le e‘-n:arcfilhmds in ﬂfe-
ueighborhood ; Lentered undd sold him ihe whola
of the Chinacobogue trct, at 100 . per eenty byt
which operation he made a betrer profit than
- ATE you not meistaken as to the connty in 1‘115-.
s'h'f.'tppi: to which he first m{:j'l.'ﬂd, after lewving
Pickens? Hemay havedied in Pc!unlu.: bt first
seitled in either Lauderdale.or Neshoba, Hr
Jemison gives the following. as the true version
of “the people’s choice.” ‘v om
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“Mhe then Sheril, waa winted 1w testily. in g
cose pending befira Cotxt, and the bajir be-
ingy direeted to onll him, slepped 1o the doop uf
e Lidele log Court-hiogsn, (il owns hefore vaur
rregant Court-house was Lanilt,) and {:.lr]?u:-iﬂmlt,
“ Henry White” who, at 1he tne, Juy nsteer by
hind the crowd, on g benoh, in ane cornep of the
Conrt-romn, and waking up sugwered Lhe Ecconi
call of the bailith ot the to] of his voise—i Jepen
The Conrr, knawing his dars und luswy Lirow,
most sternly replicd,  yos) the peaple’s choioe iy
alwaya hero,” Henry oaomo firwand 1o be t1ali
fled, and - the Court refusmad in [ eoudition o,
permit ki 1o be qualified, - Thig ia the oriwin of
the * people's choie,” )

0 S i

The subjoined ancedotes of ope of the older
Judges of tha Tickarg caunly Conrt, could pot
well have been embodiad iy the bicgraphy of any.
ane of those notahle personages, Moy pre 100
eoad to be seeredited o g parbiculur Judwe, apd
must e ghaved by all Mieir hanops logether, hg-
ing firal allowed io v, that the ﬂubj;:ut thereof
ia atillliving, and 4 bighly respeotalile gentlemar,
They are given on the most risliahle suthoriry
nnil in the saina graphis lanpnage in which ihm:
Were received fram the pen of “a contribntor"
Of Honorable —————— there ara gomme.

i
-

e ————

e
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ancedoles waorthy of preservation,  The J iz,

as wos then the almost universal custom, indalg-

ed in lis potations, and was sometimes not juite

“as sobor ss & Judge AL ohe of the repulue

terins of his Courl, he was in this * e awd tho

term wad ahiont to fuil enlirels, on that secount,

A persoral [riend got him 1o his room, and wotehe

wd over him through one day aad nighr, by which

vme he was pretry well sobered off, but whils his

friend waos at breakfas', some parties defeudart,

deeply interested iu having no Court, mannged,

through the window, to give him s good sapply,
of the “ardent,” of which hemade fiee ey, wlkile
his fricud was breakfusting. The partics defon.
ilaniz, elated at their gucocas, retired to the gros
cary, ko rejoice over it and themaelves wers sodn
glorionely drunk. The friend of the Judge, (who
by the wuy, was no other than the writer,) not
disposed 1o have all Lis puine far netght, contin-
ued to wateh over and nurss him, and by free
use of red-pzpper Lew, warm gooy, and pickles, by
dinner tine, had his houor sahar enough to open
Court—eall the ducker, and render judgment
in eases noet defended, so-thaz the pariies whohad
celebrated their snccess by geting drunk them-
sclves, ware sadly disappointed when they learn-
ed next morning, jndgment kad gone agninsk
every one of them!
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- On avather aweasion, his Lonor being a Jittla
droway, Trom too lreo indnlgenee, laid himsel?
down for n slovp on W trunk of n large tree thp
hae been !hllur]inn?mringfll]‘ynr:rpulu.‘in squsre,
s npels being o litle Limber, allowed his el
rroll to and fvo, which wos notieed Ty an o)y
Billy Qoat, well known in the carly history of
your village, by the name of Hoosen John, Rilly
tock the stmmgo motion of hig lonor's head e g
bantor, bowed hig neek, nid eame full Wit g the
slumbering J udge, daliing b, fortunately, be.
tween the shonlders, and tumbliong him off the
log, Jumping up and looking round 10 geq who,
or wehat, bud 50 unceremonions) v and rudely dis.
turbed hig g umbers, he Leheld  FHoosen ool
prepured foranother onslunghy, if he should dure
shaloe hia locks at Lim again,”

.The last ancedots embodied in these pages,
will be the following of Dr, Silgs T, Cox, of
Yorkville, n son of Robert Cox, one of the three
brothers mentioned aong the. first settlers of
Pickens. The Duotor lian unintentionally eom.
mitted an error in leading the writer to stata, on
page 44, that be is “ the oldest surviver among ug
of white children born in Pickeng.” A foy
weelts singe, the writer wag standing with Tir, .
F. Wilson, tha present Henator, in the pasgage of
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the Phonix Motel, engaged in conversation woar
general topics, and among others, the history of
Pickens, when Dr. Cox, fwho is one of the reri.
Iy proachers of thise—M, I, L —aireie) rode up
to the Ilcwel, ‘ ~ :

" You sen there,” saya Lhe writer, * e oldest
native resident of Pickepa.” . ;

*No you ddon't," quickly replied Dr. Wilsan,
“Iam the oldest myself.” -

“Well, 82 he miva and that is my anthority,"
was the rejoinder. : _ ;

Meanwhila Dr, Cox was quietly diemounting,
and hitehing his horse, ’

" What story is that vou tel1 7 Are you older
than T am 7

“I am thirty-two,"

“ And { am thirty-four” :

“'Then you are the man T have been wantin i
to see, but never been able to find befora, 1 prive
it up; that i, if you were born in Pickens " re!
plied Lir. Cox in his nsual gosd natared mianner:

“T was born on Cold-fire, in 1822, and must
claim my irth-right in this case, Doctor, of he-
ing not only a ! nariva,’ but Llu. ulcin native ol
Piekens™ said Dir. Wilson with cqual good hue
mor, ‘

By this chanee ciroumstanee, the writer was
able to corract his error, yet after diligeet enqgni-
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Ty lest e might ba led ingo nuother, ns L Ly
even his fviend, Dy, Wilsnm, another enn:li[rinlﬁ
i e conteated Lianor Appears vn the sty
damea Fullorton by name, son of Willinm Hlui.
leitom, residints, Loth futher apt sen, of Picleena
couty, o this day,

The first murder commirted in Pickens eounty
washy n slave, Bon, who killeg his own children
anil etalibed D master, for which Jie wie legally
tied and convield, and i hung |
duy of Muy,
White, sherif:
o Pl goeon ] killjngh:ir.]ﬁu Pickens connly tapk

Mses at Carrollian iy 1581 one Riohard Tew
i dddler, & pencenlile and industrioys man, wm;
- ampoged npon by o rman temporarily Lere from
defllorson vounty, by thie pame of John Adne
-'wlh'o Wik sporting rentlemnn and g quru'rcl.n.-nmt:
wharacter,  Reed, withouy muek eeremony, topk
Jivgon and shot Adame dead, for which e had

on the 161k
1830, ot J'ilikﬁl‘it‘\‘;f”t’.‘l Ly Menry

o rogudar thal and wae nequitted, Tt had been

Edil that Reed was partinlly deranged, 0t timpes
. About the gime perind, ore Fuelis) T AN,
ter kilisd —— g wop of Peter Willipug ay
Prleers (Thinha's) mill, in g suddenly spni::"
diffienliy, while fishing, by elriking Lim with E

- :

Rislegio s Lanesster esommed.

e
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-Arsold—a quarrel arising at o neighbarliood -

vider-drinking, in which Pruite got Ladly beaten,
went dircelly 10 a house, took down g loaded
gun, against the wishes of the lady at home, who
feared wischief, laid wait for Amold and shot
him dead a8 he paeaed.  Pruitt Sod to Texas and
wae there inlled some yoars allerwards whilo o
member of a Regulator-com pany—oua tho gide of
law nod order—and Ajs murderer was kil by
liia {I‘Tﬁi”’:‘{] BOD, 01 “'Jtlllﬁl. of sevenleun yonra,—
The pun with which Arnold was shot may be
still seen at Dudley Proitta .

In the epring of 1584, Benator Rufus I, Ap-
derson wes shot daad in the town of Pickenaville,
Ly tne Jate Gidenn B, I'rierson, Kay, The latter
wus nuot prosecuted, as it was an net of pure self-
defence.  'This cconrrence is fully naticed thove,
with altending eircumstances,

The killing of Dir. Willizun Wilsen, in 1835,
18 referred Lo on page 120, A

That year or the next one, James Fernandez
killed Henry Gillam, at Yorkvills, in 4 momen-
tary querrcl, begun in s good humored senfflz,
and the playing of uf practical joles among the
erowd. Finding himsalf gtabbed with a knifis,
(tillam £ald—*" you have eut me, Jim, bad,” and
ot that Fernandez suppaorted him scross the sireet

'.'.ln Lie fult-ol' 1888, Joe DPruity illed Derry l &ll the time ¢xpressing sorrow gt what ha had

E—
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done and protesting that he did not mean it,—
Gillame luid down and died in a few minntes,
md thereupor Ferngnde, becarna distruﬁl.ﬂd"
wepty tied to % bimeelf, but his Fricuds took
eare b bim and that night he fed 1o Texas,
Tia worthy of partionlar remanrk, that ne mnr-
dar. wie corimritted in Pickens within the long
pariod ol the tweFen firal yonrs wfiop its firat goy-
1.If.-umnI;!-—-Lu Lo taken in connection with the
that ol it bt_'f b o bomler region, a new roanly,
peopled or liakle to be peopled with every v,
cly of charactor.  1%je Roes far to prove whay ir
herotofre stated, that thoge days were more
peaceablo and moral than eups ® Nor do we

- "It might be natenl in sonuection with th fow fire
eammitied in Piekong county, thil snmg tE-;if::un::-I,;i::‘
hoea wara found  wndor inyéterious circummances, iy 1'J'_|;
narth part -:uf[‘:ckm:-.a. Tha rlull fa now in the pogsegyinn
t:-{].{r_. Wlrore MeCriry, '[ha wrltar iu not informed s Lo
rql'rltlulu I'::I-:|n[|511 !mt ha]m'rmfern to the romor vt o View 1o

nEllode Indquiry wilicl wmight | ' ey of
JAHI.L H.I;EIIJ f'm?l “_;,'r el{. it t. eid toihe diceovery of u_
~ The Pickanaville Jre ister, ¢f Navanili 5 : ‘
N shord tHima finen, Il:gre wia foumd uhmjtllﬂl:hl:f::r;wL? :'

eerth of Uia plaee, 0 humay kil with ather bones balon :
ing to tho kuman frama,  These hones ware found g gh.;.b-;l
dJu:.nr.?:u from what is penerally oalled ths upper Columbie
sed Toacalooss rond, in a sileation aliowing that they wera

tntendad Lo be coneculed.  Tha sknl] i fractured, and it s

Cioughit by the neighbars, that thers hus hean & fonl mur-
darcommitted by some unknowny bard, upan romg un‘ory-
nade travaller, There are slight suspleiong, howe ver, res.
Ing upon an-individosl, who qirt that oeighborbocd eome

e — ——
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learn of much vice and immorality, or rowdyiam,
in those days,  There is aaid to have beon littla
resort 1o kuives, pistzls and other Lloody wea-
pons. I at the gatherings, such na a muster, au
election, or a Tog-rolling, any two of the Lardy |
yeomen—ihe “bhays” of the timea—happening
o get a littde toa fur wnder the influence of th
B‘ﬂd'ﬂ.[ Creafier, foll out and el 1'-l11__:u:|.~::iuln-|. t]]rj}.‘
would tuke a round of regalar ol fist-and akull,
to cach others satisfaction, and let that be the
last of it. _ ) .
There have been ns faw bloody sota committed
m Pickens, up to the present lime of its history,
86 in any of the most moral comuruniies, the

fow years ngo, but it wonld b wrosg 1o publizh the name
lnssmuoh ns there in nat eufielent evidonce as to amotint o
any thing liko coruinty.

The note beresppeaded, was foand aboul tselva montha

apa, in the road, within & shorr dintance from whera tha
bunes were faund, aad perbaps this note may ave belong-
ed to the indlvdoal who v mordarsd, and J:n.'-ml!m marmEa
wpon its fuea, It might lead to informadicon to the friends of
the individual, Whni‘t his lils in this mysterican wuy,
Y Fourd, &e. ) wts
_ P. 8.—The sko!l ia at this time, in pazsession of Dy, T,
M. MoCrary, within two péles of the apot where it was
faund,"

* Dnaday after date, [ promies to pay ta Wmn. Johnaan,
B100 and 20 exnls, for valne reesived of him, the 10th of
July,in the year 1649, and drawing intersst from that dats,

: {?}GRGE PENN, &

i

TEm L 0 MABIEGN JONEEN
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Jaws hnvo always boon enforcid, erime has hoen
punished by the 1a o il never has thepe ¥et
been an instunce of the people wresting the by.

ameag of the lepnl tribunal from the proper fo-
T,

The bllowing statistios may gratify the cori-
aus reader .

The fivah estrav within the borders of Piskens.
Vot e whito horae, talcen up) by William Parker,
and posted befora Jueoh Danby, Justice of the
Peace, April 80, 1821, g appraised to $80 by
the old pioneer, Joustlan York, aud by Willjau

- Addinglon. -

Tho first farry wag granted Lo “Old Scl" Mar.
shall to keep in 1821, over Lnbbub, “where the
rond across suid ercek legds from Columbus to

: Damopolis, until the sale of ghe pablic lands in
that part takes plaee.’ skl

- The first will - probated wag that of Duodlay
Hargrove, fither of the present Daniel H Argrove,
it being & nunenpative will, the testator Liaving
been. suddenly Lilled in 1528, at the raising of
his own gin-house. Janes D. Lowe, Esq., tor
gother with Peter and his sou, Benj. Williams,
praved the zaid will ag wilnesaca, -

“The first letters of Administration were grant-
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ed ta Henry Anderson and Elimh-:’.jr: i‘r-'.d.'f}t, on
the estate of Robert Proffet, in Oetaber, 1899,

The frst deed recorded 15 i ]H:I!I'I .i'nf'nlj.m
Oldham, to hiz son, Aaron Oldhem, dated zlhi:‘
day of Anguet, 1522, of twenty-five I:f_'m! (].:
{ul[liir, deserbed as Ceirmarked, on ;'111”'”;:" l:;l t
orop in the rizot ear and & awnllu'ﬂ:-turl.. .:-| thin
leli—branded with & three cormered pen with h
Juy turned to the end of 1t one bay drn;t.m'.lmmu.,—
od a3 nbove, and ewenty-four head of haoyrs ik
wil ne nbove,” besides olher articles of k:luhﬁ*u
furpituro and farmiog tools, H:ai:li ||:+.-r?c[1.rﬂrmﬂ.:1
title 1o all theso valuables and is witucssed by
8 i Porry and B P. Doss before James Ne.w'
man, J. P,

Tt had been designed to inssrt a chapter in I.qu
furepolng papea devoted (o 11 re T.m*.‘raus_ ok
Tickens, DBut it wis perecived by the writar,
s it will be by the reader, that such a chapter
conld have been but little more than a mere rc-
pitition of what had been amd of ,Lhe sama indi-
viduals, seting ln cthercapaoities, eitherasJudges,
Legialators, or Editora  Iudeed, of all the law-
yere of the past, bot a faw nameas are reenllected
avho have not been mentioned in this volwme. -

Mr, Isham Felley eama to Pickens _eounty
from Jefferaon abous 1539, and died here in 1844,
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Il m::rrit-__*d the duughlfr of Mz, Ilerhert of '

Tuecnloosn, nbont 1840, and et her a widow
With two children. Mo weg a good lawyer and
A highly respectible man i wos a boother of the
later Giersliom Kellay,

Robert O, Mauphin, John T, Drown, R, K.
Chamberlayne, John M. Eameran, Samuel 1.,
Avatell, and Mhowas T Clrvw ford, pre the only
other lawyers, of 4 late duy, of any note in Pick-
eu, Who aee known W the writer,

Samuel Lo Austell cune to Pickens in 1837
or 1888 from Spartanburg Distrier, South {."m-ui
Jinay and loeated ot Carrollton and formned p Jo-
gl popartnership with Gov. Sumnel D, Muore,
which continued (il 18405, when ey dissolved
and Mr, Austall and Temucl A, Oilley entered
e & copartnership jn e Fracties of tho luw,
Tn the latter par 1844, Mr. Austell loft Piclens

~und removed o the State of Arkanane whers lie
now resites, in St Franeis county, nnd where
L hins twics Lean clectar, nud is now, Siate Sen.
ftor for the Distriot. composed of Lis own and
several other oonnties,  When he lived in Piolk-
cens hie ran (1843) for the Legislature, and lost
s cloction by a few votes, owing to B Eplit in
bis party. He was then s, very strong Democra,
bat he i8 now as ardent & member of the Ameri.
a0 party.  He has always manifested & fond-

{
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ness for polities, and has the art of pleasing the
erowd, 8 very important qualification for & poli-
tician. He 18 not yelioo uld aman to nspira to
greates honors,

Mr. Awnstell wns tha brother-inaw of the late
Welter W, Grilkey, and is the maternal uncle of
the present Judge of I'robate,

Thoms P, Crowford, Feq., son of Tlon, Thos,
Cruwlord, of Dibb, came from that county o
Pickens in 1848, and located at Pickensville.—
IIe wia then cbont twen Ly-one yeirs of age, just
from 1he office of his father, well read os a law-
yur.  In 1841, he greduated from the Alaboma
University with Ligh honors. He is & man of
talente_and of & commanding personal appear-
noce.  In1B44, he merried Mis M, . E. Gilkey,
of Pickens eonnty, draghter of Waltler (ilkey,
antl rernoved o Carmollton, where he remained
until 1561, when be lelt Pickens aud.the State
to \ry nis furtunea in the still further Southywest,
Ho now resicdea in Hosier Parish . Loulsiana,
whera he has an extensive and luerative practice

in his profesaien,

OFFICERS OF PICKENSR COUNTTY,
LeMURL A GILEEY, Judye of Probate,
(. B, Saxnrrs, Clerk of Ciroudt Cowrt.
T, P. Duzmcas, Ssenjff. - ;



BT [HISTORY OF PreweEss COURTY.]

I, T Teuny, Reqister, de,
Javus T Runoineg,
Wrnnian (irnaon,
Frnova MeDowrer,
Winiasn MeCracg BN,

County Commissioners,

Lenvrn A, Ginxry,
JAmEs M, W4 LLACE,
JaMBs Susnmry LLE,
Sehool Commiseioners,
Davin I, Woaoons, Tuw dpsessor.
Euvin Tonvow, Tha Chllectur,
TN, Coney, Praasuren.
i O R, MeCarLey, (hroner.

—

The Tawyere and lygal firma gy the present

1ima aro as follow -
o ALEXANDRER T3, CLimsEnaLL, Carraliton,
o Tlammy I Downw, Pickensvilla,
o Owvinne Fasrrany, Carrollton,
s Lewper, A, (hiLkny, t
- Rongnr T Joningroy, Pickeneyille,
JuREMIARE Mansmor, Carrollton,
ZAaoAAkiAm T, Nibmrs, ©
Humrnrey I1. SHELTON, Pickeneyille,
Neraow I, Sy, Carrolltan,
Marrin T, Srawskr, i
ALFRED B, Van Hoosg, 4

[
=J
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Jomw T, Terry, Carrollton. .

OFf the above, Jahnsion & Terry ars associated.
Alan, Mr, Marston s associated with Judgs
Heaviz, of Gainesville, Alabama,

Mr. Stansel is associated with Stephen T, Iale,
ol Eutaw, Greena eounty, Alabama.

Messrs. Fustland & Smath are ossociated at
Carrollton in the practice of the Taw,



AFTER-TIHOUGHTS.
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The impulse which historical investigntion ap-
pears o have reecived of Jate, is pot conflued (o
Alnbama. It 1s coextensive with our Conntry,—
Adter seventy-five years, Americans begin o
think there muat have been o post They feel a
yearning towprda that past.  ITavieg been all
that long perind progressing sa fast 18 Lo have
taken little account of passing events, save onl Y.
0 Lurry over them, we begin now to look back
npon our ccurse with a view of taking, some

reckoning,  We cast back the aye over the tragle.

ot our progress, and find it much to resemble the s

fast facding wekce of » ship, and promising almost
as lille permanency. We, therefore, begin to. .

wigh we had kept a better log-hook, . i

Weare o grest people] We haye achieved
miracles, done & vest deal in o bried periml—
madfum i parvs /- Wa ges ourselves, to-day, the

wmest prodigiose development of national gress.

ness cver produced by human ensrgy, in thoughts

and aclione,  We begin 1o find some laisure for

retrorpection, W hat are we?  What did we
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iepring from?  Hod wea moan or respectable
wrigin? These are pregoaut themes, which ought
to be satisbwlorily anawered.
There is o fecling abrowd in the land that it is
af some valug, per go, to be an American eitizen
st Amurican by hirth and edueation—to haye
had - American ancestors—revolutionary sires,
whoss lives, fortunes, struggles, deeds and virs
buea have identified 1lu~rn and thair elildren with
the histary of this proud country,  This feeling
manileata: itsell many ways, but In none more
uaturally. or properly, than in on incressing
oty 1o gather aud to treasure up wll valoable
mesociutions of the pasty 10 charlsh the memories
cand reminiscences of the forefathers,  Like-das
_‘[’"m‘u] “children; the Young Amoricans’ars ayin.
& mlngmom filial regard for the fathers, b s well ]
“In soms of the older Statee of this Union, the
npiril.‘ af historial inquiry is g0 macl arowssd, that
eampanica are being furmed to oarry on investi-
grtions abraad into the origin of fumilies, Agents
are emploged to prosseute them in the parent

- eountry, who are sindustriously and earnéstly
senrching among the records of cities and towns,
courts, parishes and ehurch-vards, for nawnes,
thntes and valnable insignia, - Aund, in like man-
ner;as the Admerican, who beging to feel the val-

Wi of his birthright, goes tack to the other side

v ety et Ll
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ofthe Atlantiz for memorialz of hiz anceators,—
ure Lhe descendavty of those hardy IIi‘J‘
neers of the western Amerean forests, now going
back to the older States, n ruesl of their fore-
futbers” Distories. The sang and grondsons of
these who found bnt little lelstire to look after
the ‘household gods’
tions uf border lile and strify, now discover o vacu-
ten 0 their past, an taching void! which they
desire to A1l Many an eaquirer 3 scen, now-u-
dnye, vigiting the ancient honestends in search of
!.1tlﬁ1ﬁ|.'. and p:'i"."ﬂll:' reaords for the 11ru{'in|,m ih'LIUf.!I'ilI:
for knowledge, ILis well, 1t is natural, . 1L is
i new phise, r~.]'ul-.-ml.r.-p'=1'.”.‘t'1n;'|m-1nt., & welcome
evidencs of the revival ood growth ol A mericans
The ides s expansive,  Love of famly,

£0, also

sl the toils amd [riva-

L.

parents, home, birth-place, etate, and country.

The idea expands into putriolism—it laye the
fuundation furdroe love of country.-o It matters
not how muel thie Ameriean, hame fegling intén-
gifies and expands into & true and broad nation-
nlity. & 1 [y
"I'hers 8, indecd, lallerly, & very g;neml inter-
est manifested for historical reseqrch. In some
seetions of the ecuntry, espeeially in the nerth-
ern States, the uress, perticularls, the country
newsptpers, ovinee muen ardor in thiz pood
equse, deverin ¢ their columns o Lhe bistories of
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counties, townships and villages, W revelutiona-
ry reminiscences, eketches of the old soldjers,
lieroes and palriots investigating the genealog es
of familivs, and secking aftor whatever is worthy
of nniche in the archives of history, Itis s com-
mendnble enthusiasm, to attach the eople 1o the
land of their sirea, their altars and their haoroes,
reviving the sentiment which ingpired the poet
to enquire afler the man—
With woul o dend, -

. Whao never to himwelf hath eaid,
Thiv ie iy ewn, my nutive lard.





